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Charles Berus, Eſq; 
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: HE Deſi ien of this its gives 
tit ſo juſt a Claim to your Pro- 
tection, and. at the ſame Time ren- 
ders-it an Offering ſo peculiarly your 


Due; that even while the Thought lay 


an unfhapen Embryo in my Brain, my 
Choice of a Patron for the Proc 
duction was confirm d. Nor do I make 
a Queſtion but that as each Play re- 
ceived a Sanction from a Crowd of 
Nobility in particular, the Hiſteriogra- 
phy of the whole will meet with a fa- 
vourable nnen him, t6whaſe 5 
ſeaſonable and ) "NN 
is entirely owing that there are now 
w repreſented 1 in a Manner wor- 
„„ 


4 Audit ie; eſpecially: 
ce I may fay (Thope without oe 
the Undertaking bavam-Airof Ne avelty 


— —— plea 8 
by being better underſtoodzt. 
og "had the favourite: Theatre lat 
boured under à viſible Decline, and 
was at laſt arrived at that un 
Criſis, as to ſtand in Need of al 
Miracle to be preſerved from ung 
totally $2 Some 0 its beſt Performe 

dead; forſaken by angreat N1 
others eee ere mia 


2 Fact: = Vivacity ; appeared 
bur. * half her er ee tlio 
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ope; till all at once they 
unexpected Goo, and even 
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gination 
 coltid:{aggettaiirthe — — 


Mr. Fler. Win 30+ if grit 
t Wibat 1 „nher Renis aan 
not tobe the Reward of ſo generous, ſo 

* Action! When — 


T cee, but then they 


2 hing regulated to their Hands, and 
only the Conſervation of — De- 


corum to regard: Whereas your Task, 


>. 


Sir, was infinitely more difficult; that 
of calling Order but of Confuſion, and 

converting Diſcord into Harmony: For 
you, tb change thoſe gay 


Amuſements, which ternally attend 


Perſons 
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as can be ſoftned b) 
Pleaſure of doing 
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— Sir, if you are not in- 
titled to all the Acknowlec ents the 
Muſe can pay; and as I am certain no- 


thing will be wanting on — 
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| Dramatic Pieces exhibited. on. the Englif ſh 


X is To OWN yer engage the 8 
F the Polite and Fudicious, it was imagined 
a ſport but full View of the moſt celebrated 


Stage, would be received as an agreeable 
and uſeful Performance. Inconraged: by this 
Thought, we preſent the Publick with (this 
E ay; which will very ſoon be followed by 
a ſecond Volume for compleating the Work. 
The Story of each Play is here traced to its 


Origin, brought down to the Opening of the 
Drama, and carried into the Cataſtrophe. 
Each Character is drawn an its proper 
Colour ;. 0 material Incident om itted ; but 
tbe whole appears one regular and rb 
Relation; fo that a very little Time em- 
Played in the. Peruſal of each reſpefive 


—_— 
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ADVERTISEMENT. _ 
Account gives the Reader a juſt and perſeck 
Idea of what is not otherwiſe known till 
the Concluſion of the Play. To render the 
Work ftill more compleat, you bave, as 
_ often as the Story would admit, ſome ſhort 
moral Remarks on the ſeveral Pieces; io the 


End that while the Reader is amuſed with 
the Hiſtorical Account, he may not Joſe Sight 


of the original and moſt laudable View of 
all fuch Repreſentations ; that of inculcating. 
Pirtue, and in(pi ge a Horror for Nice. 
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Love and Empire, N 
ATRAGEDY. F 


By Dr. TI Tr. ü 


y LD 0 N N one 5 thoſe” Tnciiriicais formerly 
. . IS * = made by the. Tartarians on the Ruſ- 
I N ian Monarchy, Murſa, who at that 
4 Time headed a Party, had the good 
88 Fortune to preſerve a Beautiful Girl, 
© about ſeven Years old, from falling 
a Sacrifice to the relentleſs Sword; and conceiving 
great Expectations from her ſurpriſing Charms, carried 
her into Tartaty, and educated her with all thoſe Ac- 
compliſhments neceſſary to render her a fit Preſent for 
the Sallan. The Perfections of her Mind and Perſon 
| being improved to his Wiſh, ſhe was no ſooner arrived 
at a proper Age, than he ſet out with her towards 
Vol. I, : rl ß 3 | 
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 Conflantinople.” In their Journey meeting with a Com- 
pany of Polonians, he was in great Danger of loſing 
his Prize, and the Innocence of the beautiful Ara 
had certainly been the Prey of this Savage Band, had 
not Fyrrbus, a great Favourite of the Sultan, happen 
ed to come that Way with a numerous Retinue, and 
put the Raviſhers to flight. The Deliverer and the 
delivered were in the ſame Inſtant inſpired with a 
mutual Paſſion for each other; but Pyrrhus, under- 
ſtanding Mur/a's Deſign, made no publick Shew of his 
Affection; and Ara, as carefully conceaPd hers. To 
retard, however, as long as poſſible, being carried to 
Conſtantinople, ſhe pretended Sickneſs, and was every 
Day viſited by her Lover diſguiſed as a Phyſician ; and 
this frequent Intercourſe making them perfectly ac- 
quainted with each other's Merit eſtabliſhed a Tender- 
neſs, which ended not but with their Lives. Thus 
they continued giving and receiving all the Marks 
that Virtue would permit of the fondeſt and moſt diſin- 
tereſted Paſſion, till Pyrrbus received a Mandate from 
the Sultan, creating him Grand Viſier, and at the 
ſame Time commanding him to go at the Head of a 
powerful Army to the Relief of Buda, then befieged 
by the Emperor. The cruel Separation muſt be now 
endured, not all his Love could render Pyrrbus neg- 
lectful of the Duty he owed to his imperial Maſter, his 
Country, and his own Honour; and Abra had too 
true a Senſe of the Latter to delay his haſtning where 
Glory talled. He took his Leave, and ſhe was now 
obliged to acknowledge herſelf recovered, leſt a real 
Phyſician ſhould - diſcover ſhe had but counterfeited 


Indiſpoſi tion. Marſa proſecuted | his Journey, and in 
| Amort 
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| 2 ſhort Time reached Conſtantinaple; 1 where, having 


agreed with the Kiſler Aga of the Seraglio, the 


charming Maid was to be delivered to him, in order 
to be preſented to the Sultan at a ſit Opportunity. 


The Day appointed being arrived, ſhe could no lon- 
ger reſtrain the ſtruggling Emotions of her Soul, ſhe 


 kneels, ſhe weeps, ſhe entreats Mur/a to change his 


Reſolution, and at laſt reveals the Secret of her Love 
for Pyrrhus ; but all is now too late, the Compact is 
made, and ſhe muſt of Force ſubmit. Pyrrhus re- 
turn'd from his Expedition the ſame Day ; but in a 
Condition far different from what he had hoped at his 


embarking in it: He had flattered himſelf with being 
able to do Things which might enable him to beg 


the charming Abra of the Sultan as a Reward of his 
Services; but in the Room of Lawrels he was cover'd 
with Confuſion; all his Deſigns had proved unſuc- 
ceſsful; Buda was taken before his Face, and he was 
obliged to a Certificate from the Subaltern Officers to 
clear his Conduct to the Sultan. If any Shadow of 
Comſort appeared to him, it was in the Friendſhip 


of the Kier Aga, who promiſed him to conceal the 


Beauty of Ara as much as poſſible from the Sulian's 
Knowledge; but tho' this Eunuch kept his Word in- 
violably, a new and undrea mt of Misfortune befel 
their Loves. Marama à Creature of Prince Solhyman, 
the Brother of the Sultan, no ſooner beheld this 
lovely Maid, than ſhe began to caſt about in her 
Mind how to procure her for him, and ſcon after 
introduced him to her Apartment : He was imme- 
diately enamoured of her Beauty, but her Behaviour 


Save him an — Diſpair. Pyrrhus being informed 
B 2 | of 


[ 5 
of khis Viſit; and the Effects of it, writes a Letter to 
Abra, oomplaining of the Severity of his Fate, in railing 
him a new Rival: The X;/er Aga had the Charge of | 
delivering it, but being called away on ſome impor- 
tant Buſineſs entruſts it to a Slave, who gives it into 
Marama's Hand, ſhe communicates it to Sohman, who 
mt w the Character, and no Name being fub- 
ſcribed, is fir'd with extreme Impatience to diſ- 
cover this happy Favourite. At that Inſtant Cuproly 
and Haly enter his Apartment; to them he relates 
the Story of his Love and Jealouſy, and is by them 
informed, the Letter which gave him ſo much Pain, 
was the Viſier's Hand; and take this Opportunity of 
perſwading him to appear at the Head of a Party 
already formed for dethronin g the Sultan; this they 
aſſure him is the only Means by which he can attain 
the Enjoyment of his Miſtreſs, or the Deſtruction of 
his Rival: How great ſoever the Weight of theſe 
Reaſons was to him as a Lover, thoſe of Nature and 
of Duty had not leſs; Efficacy ; he could not pre- 
ſently be brought to take up Arms againſt his Save- 
reign and Brother, nor yet could think of ſeeing = 
adored 4bratorn from him; he therefore deſires Time 
for Conſideration, and in this Tempeſt of his Soul, the 
Kiſler Aga' having found the Miſcarriage of the Letter, 
and judging into whoſe. Hands it was fallen, makes 
him an Offer of his Service, and fo artfully gains the 
Belief and Confidence of this unſuſpecting Prince, that 
he prevails with him to give him the Letter, on Pre 
rence of confronting Pyrrhus, and obliging him by 
Menaces to deſiſt. In the mean Time Cuproly and 


—_ having a that the only Way to bring 
IP man 
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= Solymien into their Plot; is the immediate Danger of. 


loſing Abra, ſecretly inform the S2 an how beautiful, 
a Creature is in the Kier Aga's Poſſeſſion; on which 


de impatient Monarch eommands ſhe ſhall be brought 


inſtantly to his Preſence: Soon as ſhe was ſo, her 
Charms had their ordinary Effect, the Sulfax's Heart 
yielded to a Paſſion not inferior to that ſhe had inſpired 

in his Brother or the Viſier; and finding her Wit 
and Virtue matchleſs as her Perſon, reſolves to 
make her his Empreſs, and defer the Gratification of 
his Love till the Celebration of thoſe Rites, Which 

thould yield her to him without a Bluſh. All thoſe 
late Scruples which had hitherto ſilenced the Dictates of 
Ambition in Sohman, were now ſilenced themſelves by 


4 the Calls of a more powerful Paſſion: He enters into 


the Meaſures Crupoly and Haly had propoſed, and per- 


ceives they had already carried Things to ſuch a 
Height, that there wanted little more than his Con... 


ſent to pluck his Brother from the Throne; the vi- 


ſier's well known Loyalty was the only Impediment 


ke had to ſtruggle with: It was therefore neceſſary to 
begin with his Deſtruction, and Chance ſoon furniſhed. 
the Means. That deſpairing Lover had prevailed 
with the X;/er Aga to admit him in a Diſguiſe to 


take a laſt Farewell of his dear Ara; and the Con · 


trivance by which he was to be introduced being over-/ 


heard by Solymar, he that moment diſpatches Marama 


to the Sultan to acquaint him with it; who going in 
Perſon to the Apartment of Mira, finds Pyrrhas with 
her: All Denials of their mutual Paſſion would be, 
now in Vain, they boldly own it, and the Viſier is 
ordered to — Death: Abra, in the Confuſion | 
„ | of 


t 6] 
of this dreadful Incident drops a Paper, which the 
Sultan takes up and reads. This was the Letter 
wrote by Pyrrhus, that Marama had intercepted, and 
which the Kier recovered from the Hands of Solyman ; 
but the Name of that Prince not being mentioned in it, 
the Sultan is diſtracted to know who is that Rival, or 
whoſe Love and Viſit the Viſier has complained of; both 
are obſtinate in concealing him, and Pyrrhus is order- 
ed to be put on the Rack till he confeſs it. While 
the Sultan is, thus employed, the Divan and Army 
have declared for Soma; but that Prince being in- 
formed of the Viſier's Generoſity in chuſing rather to 
endure the Rack than betray him, tho' his Rival, 
ſends his Commands for his Preſervation. The Sulian 
hearing what was done againſt him, goes at the 
Head of his Janizaries, to oppoſe his Brother, but the 
revolting at the Sight of Selymar, he was compelled. 
to yield to his Deſtiny; and paſs the Remainder' of his 
Life diveſted of all Power. Cuproly having entered 
into this Conſpiracy in Hope of gaining the Grand 
Viſie's Place, finding Hal had obtained it of the 
new Sultan, provokes him to fight, and both theſe 
Villains fall by each other's Hands. Solyman, now 
ſupream, thinks of nothing but ſharing the Imperial 
Dignity with Abra; but that faithful Maid aſſuring 
him that ſhe had long ſince made a Vow never to 
love but Pyrrhus, and the Conſiderations how much. 
he was indebted to ſo generous a Rival, determine 
him, after-a long and ſevere Struggle with himſelf, to 
crown the Happineſs of ſo deſerving a Pair; and this 
great Reſult is the. Concluſion of the Play. 
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As I cannot find. any 4 of this Incident i in 
H I am apt to believe the Reverend Author i in- 


d vented. it, as a Leſſon to Princes, and to ſhew how 
„ truly great a aer 15 when he is able to command f 
43 his own Faſhons. | 55 
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HEN Ofgavius Ce/ar and Mark Anthony had 
rendered themſelves Maſters of the World, an 
inſatiable Ambition in the one, and an Impatience of 
Controll in the other, in a ſhort Time diſſolved that 
Union between them, which had ſo much contributed 
to their Greatneſs. Ofavius was ſubtil and defign- 
ing, Antony free from all Diſguiſe, open, ſincere, and 
ſo much addicted to follow wherever his Paſſions led 
him, that the other was eaſily furniſhed with Pre- 


ences for Cenſure ; but the moſt plauſible of all, and 
B 4 825 that 
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him was, that having married OZavia Sifter to Cæſur, 
and a Lady of great Virtues,” he had baſely deſerted 


her, and infatuated with the Charms of Cleopatra had 


retired to E 'oypt, where he lived a *moſt volu ptuous 


Life, unactive, and regardleſs of the Commonwealth, 


as of his own Honour. Ocrtavius at firſt reminded 

him of the Injuſtice he was guilty of, in the moſt 
gentle and ſoothing Terms, but yet ſuch 25 had a 
Meaning couched under their ſeeming. Smocthneſs, 
which he knew would have all the Effect of a Re- 


: proach. Antony could ill brook this Treatment, and 


in his Turn re monſtrated, that in his Abſence he had 


| difplaced all ſuch as he knew wee well affeRted to 


him; and diſpoſed the Provinces ſolely among Crea- 
tures of his own. Many Meſſages of this Kind did 
not paſs till an open Rupture enſued: A War was de- 
clared between the two Emperors, and OFavius went 
into Egypt at the Head of a powerful Army. By the 


| Perſwaſions of Cleopatra,” Antony choſe to truſt his For- 


tane to a Sea- fight; where, in the Heat of the Battle 
that Princeſs being frighted, order d her Gally to turn 
back with the fixty otheis appointed for her Guard; 5 


this Flight made a Breach i in the Line, by which the 


Enemy broke i in, and ſo diſordered the whole Fleet 


5 that they were eaſily defeated. This was the memo- 
Table Battle of Actium, which as' it but a ſhort Time 
preceded the Death of Antony, the Author chuſes to 


begin his Play with the. Confuſion of Mind, in Which 
ſo great a Man muſt neceſſarily be involved immedi. 
it TO Cant the Loſs of 


_ * i . 


* 
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"Kat irremediable, as his, Misfortune ſeemed," our ex- 
a Poet has found a Way to offer him a Relief, 4 
wou'd Love have permitted him to accept it. Venti- 
diu, his Lieutenant in the Eaſt, and the moſt brave 
and experienced of all his Generals, arrives in Egype, 
to let him know that twelve Veteran Legions are ready 
to conquer or die for him; and beſeeches him to 
repair to Syria, where they wait his Approach. 
Here Love and Glory occaſion a moſt terrible Con- 
flict in the Hero's Breaſt; he longs to retrieve his 
Honour, and to be revenged on Cæſar, but cannot 
think of quitting Cleopatra, eſpecially at a Time 
When their common Enemy is at her Gates, and her 
on! 7 Conſolation is his Preſence. The Reaſons, how- 
ever, urg'd by Ventidius, and the Conſideration how 


little his Stay will contribute to her Safety, at length 
determine him to go, and he is ſending to inform her 


of his Reſolution, when ſhe appears and ſhews him a 
Writing, ſigned by OZawvius, wherein he offers to 
ſecure her Crown and Liberty, provided ſhe will give 
up tony. This fatal Proof of her Love and Con- 
ſtancy, joined to that Beauty, which had ſo long en- 
ſlaved his Soul, in a Moment triumphs over all the 
Arguments of Ventidius, and nothing can now prevail 
on him to leave Egypt. But to ſhew that he wWas not 
altogether forgetful of what was owing to his Charac- 

ter, with the few Legions he had yet remaining, he 
makes a Sally, in which he was fo ſucceſsful as to 
drive Cz/ar to a greater. Diſtance from the Town, 
and put 5000 of his Men to the Sword.” 'Pentitliit re- 
monſtrates that this little Victory can be of no other 


Advantage to him than to procure 4 more L 
| R 5 Pease: 
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Peace: Atom i is ſenſible of this Truth, but cannot 
ſubmit to make the firſt Offer; the General then in- 
forms him that Dolabella, his moſt loved and truſted 
Friend, has ſent a Meſſenger with News from Ce/ar” 8 
Camp: Orders are given for his being introduced, 
and the Emperor is pleaſingly ſurpriſed with the 
Sight of Dalabella himſelf, who aſſures him he may 
have Terms befitting his Honour and his Dignity to 
accept. A Change ſo unexpected in Ofawius's Na- 
ture can ſcarce be credited by Antony; till the other con- 
firms it by Imprecations, and tells him the Perſon who 
has wrought this Wonder is his Companion in this 
Viſit, and waits but his Permiſſion to appear; Antony 
is impatient to expreſs his Gratitude to this unknown 
Fr zend, and Dolabella immediately introduces Ocaia 
and her two Children. The Sight of a Wife lo ill 
treated by him, and to whom he was ſo much obliged, 
fills Autany with Shame and Confuſion ; but the Sweet- 
neſs of her Behaviour removes all thoſe Scruples that 
conſcious Guilt and the Diſdain of being outdone in 
Generoſity had raiſed in him: He is now convinced, 
or at leaſt believes himſelf ſo, that true Happineſs is 
only to be found i in virtuous Love, reſolves to quit 
| Cleopatra for ever, and to be reconciled to C-/ar : 
He diſpatches. Do/abel/a to aquaint the Queen with 
his Determination, and gives Orders that every Thing 

may be got ready for his Departure the next Day. 
Cleopatra is by her Eunuch Alexis informed of all that 
has paſſed, - and meeting Octavia in the Palace is fo 
_ piqued by the juſt Diſdain with which that Lad 7 
348 her, that ſhe reſolves to omit nothing which 
may retain _ tho' to the Ruin of them both, and 
by 


2060 13: Þ 
by the Advice of Alexis receives Dolabella, who 
ſne knows once loved her, in ſuch a Manner as re- 
kindles his former Flames, gives him Hopes of a2 
Return, and perceiving Ventidius and Ofavia com- 
ing towards them, behaves to him ſo as to leave nei- 
ther of them Room to doubt that Autony was already 
forgotten by her. They preſently carry the Tidings 
of this ſeeming Inconſtancy to Antony; and dwell en 
the Unworthineſs of ſuch a Woman ſomewhat more 
than the Delicacy of the Subject would bear. The 
Emperor is offended, looks on all they ſay as the 
Effect of Malice, till Alexis, purſuant to the Plot laid 
between him and Cleopatra, enters and confirms the 
Truth of what he has been told. O#avia now tri- 
_ umphs in his Conviction, exerts the Wife too much, 
reſents the little Credit he gave to her Report, and 
the Concern he expreſſes for the Queen's Levity : this 
touches 4rtony to the Quick, his natural Impatien ce 
of Reproof, his unextinguiſhed Paſſion for Cleopatra, 
and her ſuppoſed Falſhood banifh from his Breaſt all 
Conſiderations of Intereſt, Honour, Fame, Gratitude, 
or Duty; he diſcovers all the Emotions of his Soul 

and Octavia thinking herſelf now doubly alfromed, 
and diſpairing ever to reclaim his Heart, reſolves to 
make no farther Efforts, but leave him to his Fate, 
and returns, in Spite of all Ventidius can urge to ſtay | 
her, to her Brother's Camp. After her Departure, 
Cleopatra and Dolabella endeavour to clear themſelves 
to Antony; but his Jealouſy is not to be removed, and 
he vows never to ſee either of them more. Cz/ar in 
the mean Time, incenſed at this ſecond Provocation, 
leads up his uy” to the ity Walls, the Egyptian 
Navy 


Navy beta pl ee or S e join dal of 8 
the Enemy, and the Land Forces too weak for De. 
| fence, ſuffer his Approach without Reſiſtance. - Auto 
| ſcoming to capitulate, to avoid being taken, deſires - 

I. Pentidius to kill him; but that noble Roman contents 

{ himſelf with ſhewing him the Way by falling on his 
own Sword. Antom follows his Example, and Cleo. 
patra with two of her Women poiſon themſelves witn 
Aſps ; which fad Cataſtrophe demonſtrates to us how | 
little Beauty or Wit, Valour or Greatneſs are able to 
protect us in e 2 Pullen N 5 to Vie | 
5 5 cg | 
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The Death of c of Scotland, 
iv A TRAGEDY. 
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Protection in England; was for Reaſons of State 
| {Ihe many Years a Priſoner in-Fotheringay Caſtle :- As 
1 Was n, — of Scotland, Dame of 
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Friznce; and Heireſs of England, ſhe had many Pee 


and powerful F. riends, eſpecially among the Raman 
| Catholicks, in which Religion ſhe was educated, and 


ſtrictly adhered to her whole Life; and that ſhe was ſo 
highly: eſteemed, not only for her Birth, but alſo for 
her Perſonal and acquired Perfections, was probably 
one Motive for the Jealouſy: Queen Elixabeth had of 
her. Ceci/l, Earl of Burleigb, a Miniſter ever wake-: 


ful for the Safety of his Royal Miſtreſs, believing that 7 
Jealouſy but too well grounded, was far from uſing 


any Arguments to remove it, but on the contrary ad- 
viſed the Continuance of that unfortunate Princeſs's 
Captivity. All the Remonſtrances made by Foreign 


| Powers ſerved but to furniſh freſh Arguments for her 


more ſtrict Confinement ; ; and every Attempt in Eng- 
land for her. Enlargement was puniſhed as high Trea- 
| ſon. Moreton, the Regent of Scotland, and Head of the 
reformed Religion in that Kingdom, took Care to re- 
preſent Things in ſuch a Light to Queen EZzaberth 
and her Council, as made her to be looked on as the 
moſt formidable Enemy both to the Church and State, 
and all who but ſpoke in her Behalf, no better than 
Incendiaries. The laſt Journey made by Moreton to 
England for this Purpoſe begins the Buſineſs of the 
Play: He brings with him a long Catalogue of freſh 
Accuſations againſt his Queen and the Duke of Nor- 
Folk, who at the ſame Time returns from viſiting her, 
and being moſt paſſionately enamoured of her, leaves 
nothing unſaid which may clear her of the Crimes laid 
to her Charge; Queen E/izaberh liſtens to them both, 
and the Poet, to illuſtrate his Plot, and at the Fn 
Time to add to the other Royal Virtues of Blizabeth 
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that of Pity, makes her yield to the Duke's Sollici- : 


tations, and conſent to ſee the unhappy Queen of 
Scotland. The Remonſtrances of Cecil, and Daviſon 
at that Time Secretary of State, however, prevent 
Queen F/izabeth from giving Audience to Mary on 
her firſt Arrival; but ſhe teſtifies ſo much Concern 
and Tenderneſs whenever ſhe mentions that Princeſs, - 
that Moreton begins to fear for the Succeſs of his Pro- 
jects, and believing Hypocriſy would befriend him 
more than open Malice, he pretends Penitence for all 
he has done, and works himſelf into the Duke of 
Norfoll's - - Confidence, and encourages his Hope of 
marrying her. In the mean Time G:fard, a Popiſh 
Prieſt, diſcovers a Conſpiracy to murder Queen Elixa- 


Beth, and ſet Mary on the Throne of E gland, and 


produces Letters from her to Babington and other 
Traitors. Queen Eliæabeih had now ſeen the Scotiſb 
Queen, and was charmed with her Perſon and Be- 
haviour; but this News ſeems to bring with it a Ne- 
ceſſity of changing her Meaſures; the Duke of Nor- 
falt is ſeized on Suſpicion, and Moreton contrives to 
have a Paper found under his Bed's Head, which, to- 
gether with his avow'd Deſign of Marrying Queen 
Mary, is ſufficient to render him ſo guilty on his Trial 


as to condemn him, and he, according to his Sen- 


tence, loſt. his Head. The Queen is ſoon after ex- 
amined by Lords appointed for her Judges, and by 


them found guilty. Elizabeth endures a ſevere Con- 


flict between Pity and a due Regard for her own Safety, 
and the Cauſe of the eſtabliſhed Religion; but being 
preſſed by Daviſon, at length figns the Warrant, but 
commands him to delay the Execution. However 

he 


[rs] 
he no ſooner has it in his Power than he gives it to 
Cecill, . who orders Execution immediately. The 
Scoti/h Queen receives the Certainty of her Fate 
with a Reſolution worthy of her high Birth, and 
having taken Leave of her Servants, and given 
them what Legacies were in her Power, goes chear- 
fully to Death. Douglas, a noble Scorch Youth, 
her Page, ſwallowed Poiſon, that he might follow her 
to another World. While theſe Things are tranſact- 
ing, Queen Elizabeth receives Intelligence from Scor 


$ and, that Moreton was the Perſon that murdered Lord 
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Darnly, Husband of the Queen of Scots; on which 
ſhe ſends to reprieve Mary; but her Orders come too 
late; the Queen is dead, on which ſhe diſmiſſes Da- 
wiſon from his Poſt, is highly incenſed againſt Ceci/l, 
and commands Moreton to be ſeiſed and ſent to Scot- 
and, there to take his Trial, and with expreſſing the 
utmoſt Grief for the untimely Death of Mary con- 


cludes the Play. 
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ALCHTMIST, 


A COMEDY: 


By Mr. BEN. I 


ä — 


pe 


HE ery of his Play is eee to the 
Houſe of Mr. Loveauit, a Gentleman of For- 


tune, who being retired into the Country, during 
the Time of the great Plague, had leſt the Care f 


his Houſe and Furniture to Jeremy his Butler. This 
Fellow was naturally Knaviſh and Cunning, and fall - 
ing into the Acquaintance of Doll Common, a Woman 
of the Town, and Subtil, a pretended Alchymiſt and 


: Conjurer, they three contrive a Strategem to cheat be- 


lieving Fools. Sabri! is placed in one of Lovenvirs 


fineſt Apartments, and Jeremy, under the Name of 


Captain Face, and dreſſed like an Officer, frequents all 
publick Places, where he cries up the Reputation of 


Dr. Subtil, and paſſes him on the Town as a Perſon 


who had acquired the Secret of the Philoſopher's 


Stone, and had withall the Command of Spirits. At 


Home he acts the Part of his Servant, and ſeems con- 
tinually employed in Chymical Preparations ; while 
Doll ſerves them both, as Cook, Houſekeeper, and 

Bedfellow. 


tr? > 


| 2 Y Bedfelow. Sir Baia Mammon is a filly, lewd, but. 


E | all Kind of Metals into Gold, that he not only fur - 


very rich Knight ; him they ſo well deceive with the 
| Aflurance of obtaining for him the Power of converting. 


niſhes them with Money to carry. on the Work, but 


E j = ſends them in great Stores of Silver, Braſs, Iron, and 


Pewter. Ananias and Tribulation, two Elders of the 
Fanatick Se, ſtrip their Congregations to ſupply the 
Furnace in the ſame Hope. Dapper, a | Lawyer's, 
Clerk, grinds his Clients for Preſents to the wonder- 
ful Dr. Sabril, to procure him a familiar Spirit, by. 
whoſe Aſſiſtance he might be lucky in Gaming. i 
Abel Drugger, a Tobacco-Man does nothing without 
his Advice, and never asks it under a broad Piece. 
Kaftrill, a young Gentleman lately come of Age, rich, 
but extremely Shallow, ſhowers down his Gold to 

learn to huff and quarrel with a good Grace, and, 
brings Dame Phant, his Siſter, a ms young. 

WA to know. her Fortune... 

Thus far the Cheat is er on Ne hi e 
Succeſs, and neither the Doctor nor Captain are ſuſ- 
pected for other than they ſeem; till Sir Epicure Mam 
mon, unable to conceal his Tranſport, acquaints Surly, 
his intimate Friend, with the extraordinary good 
Fortune he imagines himſelf juſt ready to be poſſeſſed 
of, and brings him to ſee how near the Work is to 
Perfection. Sarly is a Man of a quick Apprehenſion, 
and knows the World enough to perceive the Impo- 
ſure: He preſently endeavours to convince Sir Epi- 
cure, that he has to do with Villains: Subtil and Je- 
remy are no leſs quick-ſighted to their own: Danger, 


whom - 


and to prevent it dreſs up Doll like a Lady of Quality, | 


| E I g . 
whom Fare, ſeemingly unknown to the Doctor, 
ſhews to Sir Epicure as the Siſter of a great Lord, ⁵ 
brought thither to be cured of a Diſorder in her Brain, 
occaſioned by too much Application to Learning. Her 1 
Beauty, ſuppoſed Quality, and fine Parts fo infatuate 
the Knight that he becomes more in the Power of his 
Deceivers than before, and will not give the leaſt Ear 
to the Remonſtrances of his Friend Surly. Surly on 
the other Hand, reſolving to give. Proofs of what he 
can yet only deliver on Suſpicion, diſguiſes, himſelf in 
the Habit of a Spaniſeo Count, gets acquainted with 
Captain Face, and is by him introduced to Subtil; as 
he does not part freely with his Money, they judge ͤa 
Female Temptation the ſureſt Way to make him 
more liberal, and Doll being at that Time engaged 
with Sir Epicure, agree to bring Dame Plant into his 
Company, tho? they had juſt before been ready to 
quarrel which of themſelves ſhould have her. But 
the common Intereſt prevailing, the Doctor prepares 
her for the Meeting, by telling her it is her Fate to 
marry a Spaniſb Count: Her fooliſh Brother commands 
her to be yielding, and Szrly takes her into a private 
Room, where he relates to her the whole Trick in- 
- tended to be put upon her, aſſures her he ſcorns to 
take Advantage of their Villainy, and defires ſhe will 
conſider of the Generoſity he has ſhewn, and reward 
his honourable Paſſion by making him her Husband. 
Before ſhe has Time to reply, Subtil and Face come to 
them, and finding the ſuppoſed Count till unwilling 8 
to give them any Money, fall to rifling his Pockets, 
on which he diſcovers himſelf, and they are in the ut- 


molt Confuſion. But Face n bethinking 
himſelf 


£692 


himſelf what is beſt to do, runs into the next Room 
and tells Kaſtrill that his Siſter and the Doctor have 
been both abuſed, that Suri) is an Impoſtor ſent by 
another Conjurer, in ſpite to Subtil, and aſſures him 
the real Count will come in an Hour at fartheſt. 

Kaftrill on this takes his Siſter from Surly, and Abel 
Drugger and Aranias coming at the ſame Time, both 
fall on him, and oblige him to quit the Houfe. =. 
3 They now again begin to revel in Security, when 
Lowewit comes unexpectedly to Town, the Neigh- 


bours inform him that great Reſort has been to his 


| Houſe in his Abſence, he knocks at the Door; but 
Feremy having ſeen him from the Window does not 
open the Door till Subtil and he have concluded what 
todo; at length having. thrown. of his . Diſguiſe, he. 
lets his Maſter in; but before the Door can be ſhut, _ 
Sir Epicure, 8 urly, Ananias, Kaſtrill and Dapper en- 
deavour to preſs in. Surly has informed Sir Epicure 
of all he diſcovered when in his Diſguiſe ; he now 
believes him, and comes in Hope of being revenged. 
Ananias, Kaſtrill, and Abel Drugger hearing this 
Story are no leſs enraged : Lovervit knows not what 
to think ; but Feremy finding no other Way tells him 
there is a rich handſome Widow in the Houſe, who 
would make him a good Wife; on which he refuſes 
Entrance to the Complainers, and having ſhut them 
out, goes into a Parlour where Dapper is diſcovered in 
an odd Poſture, waiting for the Queen of- Fairies to 
appear to him. His Diſcourſe convinces Lawewit of 
the Impoſture has been carried on, however he par- 
dons. Feremy, and ſuffers Subtil and Doll to make 


their Eſcapes for the Sake of Dame Pliant, whom he 
likes, | 


— 
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Tikes, and ſoon perſwades to marry him. Sir 7 hicur⸗ 


HIS Play' was + alt Plautuss, and from 

| him altered by Moliere. Mr. Dryden has very 

itt retained all the Beauties of theſe two cele- - 

brated Authors, and added many of his own. The 

Phot is taken from that well-known F able of Fupiter 

and Abnena, and 8 calling Phabus - 
and 


* — 
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W Mammon, "Surly, Ananias, K aftrill, and Abel Drigger 
_ return with Officers to break open the Doors; but 
Z L | | Lovewit lets them quietly i in: they ſearch for the Im- 
PIE | poſtors, but none being found, {for Feremy. out of his 
Pigzuiſes, as Captain Face, or the Doctor's Man was 
© utterly unknown to any of them,) they are obliged 
mY | to content themſelves 7 Tamenting tl their own Cre: p 
WE | Oy and Avarice. Sing 5 60 
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General againſt | the Teleboans, and now on his Return, 
after a compleat Vidory, and killing King Pier elan : 
with his own Hand, Tapiter aſſumes, his Shape, | 

obliges. Mercury to take that of Socia, Amphitrion's 


| [2] 
and- 1 to his Aſſiſtance for the Eaiorment of 
that beautiful Weban. Ampbitrion her Husband being 


Man, and Phebus. to omit. rifing the next Day that 
he may paſs a Night of eight and forty Hours with 
his Miſtreſs. Alcmena deceived by his Appearance 
kiſſes, embraces, and receives him as her Husband. 

The real Amphitrion leaves the Camp, and haftens 
home; but ſends Socia before with a Preſent” of fine 
Jewels taken in the Plunder, and to acquaint her of 
his Approach. Mercury.in the Form of Sacia ſtands 


Sentry. before Amphitrion's Palace, and will not ſuffer 
the real Socia to enter, and on his inſiſting that he is 


Sacia beats him till he renounces his Name, and is 


where falling in Love with Phedra, Woman to Ale- 
mena, he preſents her with a Gold Goblet he had 


| ſtolen, by Virtue of his inviſible Picklock, from Judge 
 Grijus, who, being Uncle to Alemena, had accom- 
panied Ampbitrion to the Wars: Phedra gives him 


ſome Hope of ſucceeding in his amorous Suit, but he 
is ſo ill uſed by old Bremia, the termagant Wife of 
the real Socia, that he is e to * her rp with 
his Caduceus. ah; oy 

Amphitrion in the mean Time can 1 give no 'Credic 


to the Information of his Man concerning another 
Socia; but being entered 7. hebes meets his Wife, who 


has juſt then been left by Tupiter, going to the Tem. 
2 „ 1 BS 


3 


glad to return to his Maſter with this ſtrange Account. 2 4 
Mercury having got rid of him goes into the Palace, 0 


[22] 


Lhe to return Thanks for his ſafe Arrival. He accoſts 
her as after a long Abſence, ſhe inſiſts he has paſſed the 
Night with her, he affirms the Contrary, and in- 
flamed with Jealouſy accuſes her of having wronged 
his Bed: She conſcious of her own Innocence re- 
proaches his Injuſtice, and they part equally incenſed 
againſt each other; he goes in Search of Witneſſes 
that he came into Thebes but the ſame Hour, and ſhe 
retires into the Houſe to bewail this Change of his 


Behaviour. The true Socia is left behind, and ſtrangely 
perſecuted by his Wife on the one Hand, for the little 


| Regard ſhe received from his Likeneſs Mercury, and 


 Pheara on the other, who talks of nothing but the 
Gold Goblet, and reproaches him for giving her 
no more, abc the ſudden n, he treats a 
mn 


Finite: yet uu Btiated with the poſſeſſon of n | 


returns to her, asks Pardon for the late Behaviour of 
Amphitrion, and they are reconciled. Amphitrion, not 
being able to find the Perſons he wanted, comes home 
reſolved to queſtion his Wife farther, but is hindred 
from entering by Mercury in the Shape of Socia, who 
inſiſts that he is not Amphitrion, and that the true Am- 
phitrion is at that Inſtant with Alemena. This makes 
him almoſt deſperate, but he grows ſtill more con- 
founded when Mercury being gone from the Window 
whence he had anſwered him, Socia who had been 
fent by Jupiter to invite Judge Gripus and other Ci- 
tizens to an Entertainment, comes with them: He 
proteſts he never ſent him on any ſuch Errand, and 
the other is as poſitive to the contrary. All the Com- 
_ pany are amazed, but Aompbitrion reſolving to be con- 
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VUinced of the Meaning of theſe firange Events leaves 
| them, to fetch Soldiers to force open the Doors. He 


J is no ſooner gone than Fupiter comes to the Window 
rand bids them enter, which 1 all do, tho more Tn 


more aſtoniſhed. 
= Judge Gripus, being in Lore with Phedra,. renews 
his Courtſhip, but ſeeing the gold Goblet challenges 
| it for his own, and would have it from her : Mercury, 
threatens him, and at length obliges him to reſign it, 
and alſo his Pretenſions to Phedra. Amphitrion 
| having now got Guards, forces open the Doors, 
and enters his Houſe, all the Company are ſurpriſed 
when they ſee two ſo exactly alike, that there is no 
diſcovering the falſe from the true Amphitrion. Alc- 
mena is alarmed, but her Husband attempts to ruſh 
Sword in Hand' on the Invader of his Honour ; but 
is witheld by Gripus and the reſt, till Fapiter to 
clear Alemena, and put an End to all their Diftrac- 
tions, diſcovers himſelf, and aſcends the Clouds be- 
fore their Eyes. Mercury alſo confeſſes himſelf a 
God, and Alemena being left to the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of her Husband, Phedra, to her own Inclinations, 
and Socia to his old Bromia, make the Concluſion * 
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having ſpent their Fortunes in the Pleaſures of 


the Town, could think of no other Way of recruiting 
themſelves than by Marriage; but how to get Wo- 

men of the Circuniftances they wanted was the Query; 
their Affairs were ſuch as would not bear Inſpection, 


lo muſt not pretend to be over ſcrutinous into thoſe of 


the Ladies they ſhould attempt, and feared the com- 


mon Fate of Fortune-Hunters, Who for the moſt part 
are paid in their own Coin, and deceived by thoſe 
they would deceive. They therefore thought it beſt 
to make a Tour into the Country, where the Fortunes 


of Women are more eaſily known; and becauſe they 


could not appear in the Equipage proper for ſuch a 
Deſign, they agreed that one ſhould be the Maſter, 


and the other the Servant, and to take it in turn at 


every other Town. 
5 Litehfield was the firſt Place they ſtopped at, and 


K was fiurwell's Lot to be Maſter ; They took up 


their 


* 25 z 
their Lodgings at a noted Inn, kept by Bon; iface, who 
was of ſo communicative a Humourin his Cups, that he 
preſently acquainted them with the Names and Eſtates 
of moſt of the chief Gentry in that Part, among others 


he makes Mention of a young and beautiful Lady. 


called Dorinda, who has Ten thouſand Pounds in her 

own Hands, and lives with Lady Bountyful, her Mo- 
ther, at the Houſe of her half Brother, Squire Sullen, 

a Gentleman, who has Three thouſand Pounds a Year, 

and is married to a fine London Lady, whom he uſes 

in the moſt brutal Manner. N 

The next Day happening to be * 1 
goes to Church richly dreſt, and ſending his Eyes 


about in Queſt of what might ſeem fitteſt for his Pur- 


pole, they are on a ſudden ſtopped on one Face, and 
rivetted there ſo faſt that it was not in his Power to 


withdraw them. The whole Congregation obſerved 
with what Stedfaſtneſs he regards this Lady, and pre- 


ſently give him to her for a Lover; ſhe is not leſs ſen- 
{ible of the Effect of her Charms, and i is far from be. 
ing diſſatisſied at it. | 


Boniface in the mean Time does not know ds to 


think of his Gueſts; they have given him in Charge 

a Portmanteau with T'wo hundred Pounds in it, dren 

was their whole Stock) in Order, as they faid, 
have it more ſecure, but indeed to make him look on 


XX _4mwell as a Perſon of Conſequence: They had de. 


fired their Horſes to be kept ſadled, and told him they 
knew not whether they might not leave his Houle at 

a Minute's Warning, or ftay till the beſt Part of that 
Money was ſpent. All this put together makes him 
ſuſpect them Highwaymen; 3 and thc he harbour'd a 
Y ol. 1 | Sy 8. 
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_ .Gangof thoſe Villains at his Houſe, and had a Fel. | : 


low feeling with them in all their Booties, the Hopes 

Ne the Reward offered for detecting a Highwayman, 
joined to the Sum he had in his Hands, would have 

ern him rejoice in a Proof that theſe Strangers were 


of the ſame Proſeſſion; and as he is ſtrongly of that 


Belief, orders his Daughter Cherry Boniface to be very 
free with Archer, the ſuppoſed Footman, to make 
him drank, if poſſible, and get the Secret out of him. 
The Girl obeys her Father, but having more Under- 


ſtanding than is common in one of her Rank, finds 


ſomething ſo agreeable in Archer that ſhe falls paſſion- 

ately in Love with him : He ſoon perceives her grow- 
ing Inclination, and as ſhe is very young and pretty, 

endeavours to make his Advantage of it; but her 
: Virtue is Proof againſt the Temptation, and all he 
can obtain from her is a Confeſſion of her Love, and 
an Offer of her Perſon with Two thouſand Pounds if 
he will conſent to marry her. 

-Aimwell, at his Return from 8 en 
that the Lady, with whom he is charmed, is no leſs 
rich than beautiful, and that very Dorinda, of whole 
Fortune Boniſace had given him an Account: The 
Means now of getting acquainted with her is all he 
wants, and as he is conſulting. with Archer how t9 
bring it about, Love and Chance r come 
in to his AſſitancſdgeQ. 

Dorinda has no great Raben to n in her new 
"Conqueſt, being herſelf a Victim to the fame Paſſion: 
She communicates the Secret to her Siſter Sallen, and 
they ſend Scrub, a Footman, to enquire the Name 
and Quality of this agreeable Stranger, but he returns 
without 
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Eiter being able to inform them of either; on 
- Which they order him to invite Archer, as being a Per- 
ſon of his own: Rank, to drink ſome of that Country 
Ale, not doubting but they may learn from him all 
they deſire to know. Scrub goes immediately on this 
Errand,' and' eo ag 5 845 e WING hor e 
tation. 2 . EET 8 J 1 et 
When the two p ootmen are geb His Ladies . 
ſend Ciph their Chambermaid to liſten to their Diſ- 
courſe, who ſoon returns with this Intelligence, that 
| Archer's Maſter is Lord Viſcount Ainauell, that he 
has lately fought a Duel at Landon, and retired to that 
Country where he was not known, till he ſhould: hear 
whether the Wounds of his Antagoniſt were mortal 
or not: This is tranſporting News to Dorinda, but 
having a Curioſity to ſee the Servant, Mrs. Sullen and 
ſhe paſs through the Hall where Scrab and Archer are 
drinking: They take an Occaſion of ſpeaking to 
him, as he is a Stranger: His genteel Behaviour 
amazes them, but eſpecially Mrs. Sullen, who by her 
Husband's ill Uſage has a Heart free for a new Im- 
preſſion, ſhe likes him prodigiouſſy; and to excuſe 
her Inclination will needs perſwade herſelf that Be is 
a Gentleman in Diſguiſe, and imagines he might have 
been my Lord's Second in his pretended Duel. 
Archer, in his Turn, gets a thorough Information 
of all the Affairs of that F amily, but returns to Aim- 
_ avell with a Heart little leſs enamoured of Mrs. Sullen's 
Charms, than his Friend is of tho& of her fair Siſter. 
Both equally impatient, they now eaſily form a Plot 
to get into the Company of thoſe who have their 7 
Hearts, and accompliſh it in this Manner. 
Cc ” When 
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When the Ladies are all together 8 Dinner 4-- 


cher runs haſtily into the Houſe, asks for Lady Baus. 


Mul, entreats her Aſſiſtance for his Maſter, and tells 
her that he is fallen into a Fit in the Walle leading up 
to her Houſe: The good old Lady, who is famous 
for diſpenſing Phyfick, and doing Cures, ſends the 
Servants immediately out with an eaſy Chair. Ain 
abel is brought into the Houſe in a ſeeming Fit, dut 
after ſome Time recovers, and as ſoon as Lady Boun- 
ful is called out of the Room on ſome other Buſineſs, 
diſcovers his Paſſion to Dorinda. The old Lady e. 
turns, but will not ſuffer him to go into the Air till 
he is more eſtabliſhed, and bids her Daughter thew 


the Gentleman the Houſe and Pictures; Ainrwell begs 
| Permiſſion his Servant may be allowed the ſame Fa- 


vour, having an excellent Taſte of Painting, and 


this being granted, Archer has an Opportunity of i in- 


gratiating himſelf yet more with Mrs. Sullen. 8 As 
they are on departing, Aimwell orders the ſeeming 
Footman to give two Gnineas among the Seryants. 
Archer puts one of them into Scrub's Hands, and. tells 


him he has another for G, on which Scrub takes 


him aſide, and fays that if he will beſtow on him the 
Guinea intended for her, he will diſcover a Plot : Ar 


cher, believing it may be ſomething for their Intereſt 


to know, complies with his Requeſt ; ; and the other 
9 8 him that there is a French Count in Town 
Who has been long in Love with Mrs. Sullen, that 
Giph has received a Preſent of twenty Guineas t to let 
him into her Chamber at M idnight, and that a Prieſt, 
Who calls himſelf Foygard, has LA the whole 
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2 no : ſooner. r. receives this Werd than he 


caſts about in his Mind how to go in the Count's 
Stead, and at length hits on this Contrivance: He has 
ſeen Foygard at Boniface's, and is ſure he is an . Jri/or 


man by his Speech : Aim zuell therefore watehes the 


Opportunity of finding him alone, and ſeizes him 
under Pretence of his being a Traitor to the Govern- 
ment, and that being a Subject of England, and not be- 


longing to an Ambaſſador, asks how, he dares officiate in 


the Manner of the Church of Rome; Foygard. pretends 


0 be born at Bruſels, and denies being a Subject of - 


2 land, but Archer comes in, talks: 146. to him, 
faces him down that he is his Relation, and that they 
went to School together ; the other confeſſes himſelf 
born in Killenm: They threaten to ſend. for a Con- 
fable and have him hanged, which. terrifies him ſo 
that he readily complies with 4rcher's. Defire, and 
promiſes him to conduct him into Mrs. Sullems Cham- 


ber by the Aſſiſtance of Gip/ey, oyer whom. be has an 
abſolute Power. 


The wiſhed for Hour being a lbs 5 
| off his Livery, and dreſſes in his richeſt and moſt be- 
coming Cloaths, but he is ſcarce out of the Houſe be- 
fore Cherry Boniface is in Search of him through eyery 


Room. Gibbet, Hounſlow, and Bagſbot, three noto- 
rious H ighwaymen, „whom Boniface encourages, have 
that Night by his Inſtigation agreed to rob Mr. Swller's 
Houſe: Lady Bountyful i is Godmother to Cherry, and 
her Love to the Family as well as her ſecret Abhorrence 
of her Father's vile Practices makes her reſolve to ac. 

quaint Archer with the Truth, and take his Advice 
how to prevent it; but being unable to find him, ſhe 


C 3 knocks 
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Kugcks at Aimduells Chamber- Door, and informs 
kin: that Thieves are that Moment breaking into t the 
Houſe where his Miſtreſs is, but without mentioning 
any Thing of her Father: He flies immediatly to 
the Relief of his Charmer, conducted by her wit ö 
knew the Place, by which they entered. 5 
In the mean while Archer is in Mrs. Sullen's euer 
ber, where he makes Uſe of all his Rhetorick to 
perſwade her to reward his Paſſion: Her Virtue vi- 
gorouſly reſiſts; but at length half perſwading, half 
compelling, the is almoſt won, when an Outcry of 
Thieves obliges him to defiſt : He retreats behind the 
Bed at the Sight of a Man with a dark Lanthorn 
coming croſs the Gallery, thinking to have the more 
Advantage over him by Surpriſe : Gibber comes into 
the Room, and is going to take off her Jewels; but 
Archer ruſhes from his Concealment, diſurms and 
takes him, then delivers him to $446 and Foyyard 
to keep ſours 4. the Cries of the other Ladies calling 
him to their Aſſiſtance, he runs as directed by The 
Sound, and finds Lady Bounryfil und Dorinda in the 
Hands of Hoanffow and Bag ſbot; Archer is going to 
engage them both, when Aimevell, conducted b 
| Cherry comes to ſecond him: The Rogues are both 
taken, and Cherry Boniface ſteals out to give her 
Father Notice, who, on this, packs up his Money, 
and makes off for Fear of being apprehended. Ainmwwel 
takes the Opportunity of Lady Boungful's being gone 
to fetch ſome Powder for a Wound Archer received, to 
plead the Merit of his Service, and to engage Dorinda to 
marry him privately that Night; ſhe makes ſome faint 
W but at laſt 8 and Archer goes out to 
fetch 
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fetch Foyzard to perform the Ceremony : Keul be- 


ing ſo near, as he imagines, the Poſſeſſon of his, 
Wiſhes, the Generoſity of his Soul joined to the real 
Paſſion he has for Dorinda renders him unable to, con- 


tinue the Deception; he confeſſes himſelf to he only : 


the Brother of the Lord he repreſents, and ſhews that. 


he is ſtill above owing the Bleſſing of her Love to 


any Thing but his own juſt Senſe of it: She receives, 


the Declaration with Pleaſure, and aſſures him that 


ſince ſhe has a Fortune to make them eaſy, ſhe rejoices: 
to give this. Proof that the. valued him only for his' 
Merit. Areber now returns with the Prieſt; but as 
the Ceremony is going to be performed, Grpfey + comes 


in, and. whiſpers Dorinda, on which ſhe tells the Prielf 


her Mind is altered, and he may depart, then leaves 
them without any further Explanation of her Mean- 
ing: Aimwell is confounded at this Procedure, an 1d 


„ Hank he hos. ern. fe 


longer doubts but he has loſt her, and it almoſt comes 


to a Quarrel between them: Archer looking on him. 
ſelf as a Party concerned, becauſe it had been agreed 


that which ever of them married firſt, the ether ſhould 
have half the Lady's F ortune. But as they are in this 
Debate, Dorinda returns, wiſhes Aimwell Toy on his 
being. the real Viſcount, acquaints him that his Bro- 
ther is dead, and that the Cauſe of her diſmiſſing the 
Prieſt was the being told this News, aſſures him her 
Generoſity i is not leſs than his, and fince her Fortune 
could not overbalance his Title, if he really loved her, 
the Marriage had now no need of being performed in 
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; "Freeman, t that 8 n is * "aog to Mrs. Soles, 
"who being urged by the complaining Letters of his 
Sitter, is come to take her from her Husband. The 

Propoſal is made to Mr. Sallen, who readily conſents to 


i with his Wife, but not her F ortune, : ill Archer 
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E: the Deeds, Settlements, and Is Wikies þ into 
| ie Charles's Hands, which were all taken out of Mr. 
Sullen's Cabinet by the Rogues, and again forced from 
them by Archer. Sullen finding no Remedy is com- 
pelled to yield. And the Ss ends. with- their Di- 
vorce, Aim wells Marriage, and ind a Letter ſent from 
Cherry Boniface with with the 200 J. left in her Father's 
Hands by. Archer, who begs Dorinda to take her into ; 
her Lervics inflead of CH. ) yo td 
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HIS Play has a double Plot, but fo artfully - 

_ contrived that the Parties concerned in each 0 

are ſubſervient to the other. Sir George Airy, a Gen- 

tleman of Four thouſand Pounds a Year, divides his 
. = Inclination 


iu] * 
Inclination between two Women: He is charmed with 
the Wit and Gaiety of the one, to whoſe Name and 
Character he is a perfect Stranger; and dies for the 
Beauty of the other, to whom he has never ſpoke :- 
The former follows him, in a Mask, to all publick 
Places, accoſts, and rallies him: The. Latter he can 
ſee only at a Dittance, but knows her to. be an Heireſs 
worth Thirty thouſand Pounds, her Name Miranda, 
and that ſhe is under the Guardianſhip of Sir n 
3 an avaricious hard-hearted old Man. by 
Charles the only Son of Sir Francis Gripe,” and 
intimate Friend of Sir George Airy, is a Gentleman 
who owes a liberal Education to the Indulgence of an 
Uncle, as alfo a good Eſtate left at his Death, tho 
Ir from the Enjoyment of it by his cruel F ather. 
He is paſſionately in Love with, and beloved by If. 
binda, Daughter of Sir Fealous Traffick, a Merchant, 
Who, by having lived ſome Time in Spain, is be- 
come ſo great an Admirer of the Cuſtoms of that 
Country as not to permit the Women of his Family 
to be ſeen by any of a different Sex: This Humour of 
the old Man throws almoſt inſuperable Difficulties in 
the Lovers Way, which together: with the Treatment 
he receives from his Father, renders Charles very un- 
Happy | 
----Avarice-1s not the only-CharaQeriftick of Sit F HAGER 
G ipe, atleaſt it is ſo blended with another, tho very 
different Paſſion, that it is hard to determine which is 
predominant. Advanced as he is in Years, he views 
the Beauties of his lovely Charge with amorous Eyes; 
He compares her Charms with thoſe of his Gold, and 
ſearce Knows which are brighteſt. Her vaſt Fortune 
VV ads. 


b 0 1 
adds Fewel to the Flame, and Love and: 5 
combined make it too ſtrong to be concealed, much leſs 

repelled : He declares himſelf to her, and ſhe, finding 
Diſſimulation abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation 
of her Liberty, ſeems to liſten with Pleaſure to his 
Dotage, and flatters him with a Belief that of all 
Mankind he is moſt agreeable to her Humour, tho' at 
the ſame Time ſhe is ſecretly in Love with Sir George 
f —_ and _ Ra Xi "Ou omar nor act. 
The chief Chances are in this Sination at hs 
Drawing up the Curtain, and the various Contrivances 
made Uſe of to attain their different 1 am is . 
Bufineſs of the ſucceeding Stene. 5 
.*Eharles, jadging by Appearances, doubts ine 
Mirands's Reſolution to marry his Father, and gives 
Sir George his Reaſons for believing ſo; but all he 
Erges on that Head is ineffectual to make the other of 
his Opinion: He cannot think a Lady of her Youth, 
eauty and Fortune can throw herſelf into the Arms | 
of old Age, Diſeaſes,” and ill Nature, yet impatient to 1 
be fatisfied of the Truth, he propoſes to give Sir MN 
Francis, whom he meets in the Park, a Parſe of Fiſty 4Y 
Guineas for the Opportunity of ſpeaking to Miranda 4 
for the Space of ten Minutes, the Miſer makes ſome 
Difficulty at firſt, but on Condition he may be in the 
ſame Room, tho? out of Hearing, and that Sir George 
will give a Hundred, at laſt conſents: The Bargain i is $ 
made, and Miranda over-hearing it, tho' ſhe is in- = 
knitely pleaſed with the Pains Sir George takes to de- E 
clare himſelf, reſolves to have ſome ae with th 
Adventure. | ' ; 
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| in Geirge has no ſooner parted from Sir ee 
than his Jncognita unexpectedly ſtarts out upon him: 
He reſolves to be no longer in a Dilemma on her Ac- 
count, and tells her plainly he will not part with. err 
till ſhe: has let him ſee her Face, or at leaſt.difcoyered,; 
to him her Name and Place of Abode: All theſe are 
Articles ſne is determined not to grant, and having „ 
ready Wit takes this Method of evading. She feigng: 
| herſelf no longer refractory to his Deſires 3 but pres. 
tends Shame will not permit her to diſcover who ſhes 
is, and the Motives that induced her ſo frequently to 
ingage him, while ſhe ſees his Face, therefore begs he 
will turn his Back during the Account. Sir George 
complies with her Requeſt, and ſhe begins a long 
Story of having fallen in Love with him at Paris, 
Mill drawing farther from him, every Sentence ſhe! . 
ſpeaks, till at laſt ſhe runs qu ite away. Sir George 
wonders ſne {tops her Diſcourſe, deſires her to pro- 
ceed; but finding no Anſwer. turns about and ſees 
himſelf alone To have been deceived in this Man- 
ner à little vexes him, but the natural Gaiety of his 
Temper, and Hopes of ſucceeding better with Ale | 
randa leave him not without Conſolation. -. 4.5, 
Sir Francis in the mean Time acquaints lis fir | 
Ward of the Bargain he has made with Sir Georye: 
She affects to laugh immoderately at it, ridicules the 
Folly of young Men, and magnifies the Happineſs of 
being married to a Perſon of an advanced Age, So- 
briety, and Wiſdom; then tells him that ſhe thinks 
the greateſt Mortification ſhe can give Sir George will 
be not to anſwer him one Word, but be dumb to all 
he ſays, The old Fellow is pleas'd beyond Meaſures 
* | with 
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with the Marke he i imagines ſhe gives e e Af- 
fection, and approves her Project. | 

The Hour appointed for this een e ar- 
rived; Sir Francis, introduces Sir George, who on re- 
ceiving no Reply to all the fine Things he ſays to 
Miranda, imagines ſhe has been enjoined Silence by 
her Guardian, therefore begs ſhe will diſcover her 
Mind by Signs; but ſhe making but few that are in- 


telligible to him, and being removed by Sir Francis 


on the Expiration of the ten Minutes, he is obliged 
to quit he” 87 . EIN: ae 88 ee of 
While Sir G was Wing | Hon o Diſap- 
pointments, firſt from his Incognita, and after from 
Miranda, Charles was not leſs perplexed. He has 
heard that Sir Fealous Traffict had reſolved to marry 
his Daughter to a young Spaniard, called Don Deigo 
Babbinerto, who was every Day expected in England 
for that Purpoſe, every Thing conternitis the Mar- 


. riage being already agreed upon between them by 


Letters. He is in the utmoſt Impatience to ſee 1/a- 
Kinda on this Occaſion, and ſends his Man N hiſper to 
ſee if the Coaſt be clear for him to viſit her. As 
Whiſper is ſauntering before the Door, hoping to ſee 
Mrs. Patch, 1/abinda's Maid, Sir Fealous comes out, 
and being ſuſpicious of every Thing in the Shape of 
a Man NEAT his Houſe, queſtions him what and who 
he wants : The Poor Fellow is à little at a loſs for 
an Excuſe, but at length pretends he is in Search 
of a little Dog, which he thought had run into his 
Houſe; Sir Fealaus is not very well fatisfied with 
This Anſwer, but as he can get no other, contents 
1 = himſelf 


- Fox] 


himſelf with forbidding him to come any more * 
in Search of any Thing. As ſoon as M hiſper ſees he 
is gone down the Street, he ſpeaks to Patch, who tells 
bim erer is . and lt ROADS: 
— dine m e . 
Maſter, and finds him in Company with Sir George 
Airy and Marplut, but becauſe no Mention has hi. 
therto been made of this laſt Gentleman, and he has 
a good Share in the remaining Buſineſs of the Play, 
it will not be improper to give his Character. He 
is a young Gentleman yet under Age, and under the 
Guardianſhip of Sir Fraucis Gripe, good natur d, 
a great Admirer of Sir George Airy, and a ſincere 
Friend to Charles, but very filly and Inquiſitive. 
U pier on Sight of him takes his Maſter aſide to let 
him know the Succeſs of his Embaſſy; which ſo ex- 
eites Marplot's Curioſity, that on Charles's refuſing t to 
tell him the Buſineſs, . or permitting him to accom- 
pany him where he is going, he reſolves to watch 


1 at a Diſtance; which he does, and ſees. him : 


enter Sir Fealous Traffick's Houſe ; tho? whom he viſits 
there he cannot gueſs, but to find that out too, he 

places himſelf pretty near the Door, in Hope of diſ- | 
covering ſomewhat by thoſe who ſhall paſs in or out. 
He has. not .been long on his Poſt, before Sir Fealous 
returns, Whiſper . ſtill runs in his Head, he cannot 
help believing that Fellow had ſome other Buſineſs 
than looking for a Dog, and e comes home again to 
ſee if all be ſafe; as he is going to knock at the 
Door, he ſwears if he finds any Man in the Houſe, 
he'll murder him, which Marple overhearing, and 


knowin g 


o 


1 1 


knowing Charles is there, comes forward, and thinks P 
to bully the old Fellow out of his Reſolution, bidding 
ning moſt violently, if he offers him any Injury. This 


RNoubmontado convinces Sir Jealaus there is Somebody 
within, and ſuppoſing Marp/ one of the Accomplices, 
falls on him, and beats him moſt unmereifully; on 
which Marplet eries out Murder, and Sir Featous 
leaves him, to go in Search of the Perſon within. 
In the mean Time Pateb, having ſeen her Maſter 
from the Window, gives Intelligence to the Lovers, 

and Charles having no other Way to eſcape, jumps 
from the Balcony upon Marplut, and finding it was 
he that had given the Alarm to Sir 'F zealous, talces 
him by the Throat, and almoſt choaks him. Poor 
Marplot Who had done all for the beſt, finding he 
had been guilty of a Blunder, has little to ſay or 
himſelf, but runs to Sir Francis 'Gripe's, in Hopes vf 
getting ſomething out of Miranda that may oblige 
Sir George, and wo char Means Teconcile bans) | 
Charles. 10 

Miranda and Sir Francis are EI A at Sir ene 

Airy and his hundred Pound Bargain, when Marplot 
comes in: He upbraids them both for contriving to 
cheat his Friend, and Miranda to aſſure Sir Francis 

of her Love to him, ſpeaks in the moſt contemptible 
Manner of Sir George, but at the ſame Time under 
Colour of abuſing makes an Aſſignation with him: 

She bids Marplot tell him if he dares to ſaunter about 

the Garden - gate at eight o Clock at Night he ſhall 
be faluted with a Piſtol or a Blunderbuſs. Marplot 

1 mg away alter this Meſtuage to prevent Sir 

: OW 
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39 1 


Gorge rh 8 himſelf into any Danger: Wien 
he is gone Miranda ſays ſo many obliging Things to 
her Guardian, that he thinks this a proper Time to 
preſs her to marry him ; ſhe readily promiſes him on 
Condition that he will frſt malte her Miſtreſs. of her 
Eftate, which without his Conſent ſhe was not to en- 
joy till the Age of Twenty-five : He heſitates a little 
on that Article; but ſhe ſo artfully ſooths his fooliſh 
Paſſion, that he at length conſents, and wan are 
ordered to be drawn according. 

Marplot finds Sir George and Charles at a e 
He delivers the Meſſage in the ſame Words Miranda 
gave it, which Sir George preſently comprehending : 
is very much tranſported, and reſolves to obey. the 
Summons.” Charles has prepared a Letter for 7/abinda. 
on the Occaſion of their late Interruption, and ſends 


it by Whiſper. Marplot is diſtracted to know where 


that Letter is going, but dares not ask Queſtions; he 
alſo imagines by Sir George's Behaviour that there is 
ſomething more in the Story of the Garden-gate, 
than they diſcover to him, and as ſoon as he gets 
out of Charles Company, who takes him home to 
prevent his following Sir George, runs to Sir Francis 
Gripe's to fee what he can find out, 

Whiſper being ſent, as aforeſaid, with the Lee is 
ſo lucky to meet Patch, he delivers it to her, and ſhe 
informs him that Sir Fea/eus is to have Company to ſup 
with him that Night, that her Miſtreſs according to 
the Span; Faſhion is to keep in her Chamber, and 
that his Maſter may come in, by the help of a Ladder 
of Ropes, at the Cloſet Window, which ſhall be left 
open. Whiſper leaves her to carry the Meſſage to 

. Chartes, 


[49] 
133 and Patch thro' Miſtake puts the Letter he 
has given her beſide her Pocket.” Sir Fealoxs having 
juſt” received” News that Don Diego Babbinetis is ar- 
ved, and will be in Town next Day, is going to his 
Daughter's Apartment to acquaint her with it; he 
finds the Letter Patch has drop d, but it being wrote 
in Characters contrived between the Lovers, he under. 
ſtands not a Word in it, nor to whom directed: His 
ſuſpicious Nature, however, makes him fancy it was 
intended for his Daughter, therefore reſolves to watch 
her cloſe that Night, and the next diſpoſe: of her to 
_ Spaniard.” To this End he ſends to prevent all 
the ecpetted Gueſts from coming, and orders Supper 
to be ſerved up in Jſabinda's Chamber, That young 
Lady, 'who expects Charles every Moment is ftrangely 
alarmed, and is going to ſend Patch to let him know 
the Diſappointment, when Sir Fealuus enters that 
Moment and will not ſuffer her to ſtir out of the 
Room. He ſhews-1/abinda the Letter he has found, 
a ks her if ſhe knows any Thing of it, ſhe-denies 
it, and Patch to get it out of his Hands, fcreams 
out, and ſays tis a Charm for. the Tooth- ach, which 
ſhe has loſt out of her Boſom: Sir Fealaus believing 
her in his Intereſt, is ſomewhat appeaſed. He ſits 
down to Supper, but Jabinda is too much- terrified 
with the Apprehenſions of Charles coming, that ſſie 
cannot eat one bit, on which her Father orders her to 
play A Tune on hex Spinet, and Patch to ſing * they 
obey, but with very diſcordant Notes. As they are 
thus employed, Charles aſcends the Cloſet Window, 
and runs into the Room, but on Sight of Sir Fealous 
8 ae ge retreats. Sir S . a N of 


him, 


| 
1 8 


Nee 


S am Bo Oe SE RDSCSRERNERS 

= ae ta y 

2 tor 5 — 7 155 „ FA. — 
1 * * 7 0 1 2 
7 . x ** 

PL ATED Car CS ng 

4 af $25 WR ANTS þ = 
Wa R 1 5 

ET al”: 8 

R 


& 
REY, 


VI * 1 
SLES EN 
2 1 

2 dl TAS 
3 n 
whe Gs Ie 
win un Sy 

8 3 


— — — 


— . IRS nn ra, 


— —̃ —— — 


— — “g; U 


— — 2 . 2 — — * 
r ee Ire uo ROT I Or —_ 


—— . w ⁵ ůÄuũd„̈ A wr GA OI ...r — . WOE = 2 « 92 4 * 1 
; > 0 
* 
« 1 5 
5 2 


rr 


+7 45573441 503: Edt T2. 1 
him, 2 2 Rage,” but as "Ke Is. pin Ho aer | 
him into the, Cloſet, Labinda counterfeits a Swoon, 
falls beſore the Door, this ſtops him till Charles has 
Time to get down the ſame Way he came up, and 
Sir Jealuus on ſearching the Cloſet finds no body. 
there: However, he is poſitive he faw a Man, and 
now, not doubting but Patch has: betray'd her Truſt, 
turns her that Moment out of Doors, locks up his 
Daughter in his own Apartment, and ſwears ſhe ſhall | 
ſee nothing but himſelf till ſhe is married to Babbinetto. 
Patch in going out meets Charles, tells him what has 

happened, and adviſes him to get a Spaniſb Dreſs, 
and as he can ſpeak the Language, perſonate Don 
Deigo Babbinetto ; the Propoſition is too good to be re- 
jected, he goes immediately about it, and Patch to 
Miranda, whoſe Servant a enn, to in- 
form her of theſe Accident. 

Sir George Airy at een 663 the Ps 
den- gate, which he ſinds open, and Scentaveil; Mi- 
rauda's Maid, ready to receive, and introduce him to 
her Miſtreſs; and he has the inexpreſſible Satisfaction 
to find by the Sound of that Lady's Voice that his 
witty Incognita, and the lovely Miranda are the 
ſame Woman: The Pains ſhe has taken to engage 
him in the former Character, is ſufficient to aſſure 
him of the Affection of the latter; and as a formal 
Courtſhip: on the one Side was wholly unneceſſary, ſo 

too much Coyneſs would have been a palpable Af- 
fectation on the other. She acquaints him by what 
Means ſhe has got the Writings of her Eſtate in 
her Power, and that Sir Francis depending on the 
W ſhe had ms of STOR him, is gone to 

Doctor. 
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1 for a 1 5 that ſhe has plant AZ 
ed Emiſſaries in his Way to call him to Epſom to be 
Executor to à Perſon at the Point of Death. As 
they are in this Converſation, Scentavell runs in and \ 
tells them her Maſter and Mr. Marplat are - juſt « com- 
ing into the Houſe. . It was the ill Fortune of 4 
Bujy Body always PG do Miſchief where he meant "Y 
Kindneſs: He had met Sir Francis, and remonſtrated 
to him how dreadful an Accident it would be, if Mi: 
rauaa ſhould really ſhoot Sir George, as ſhe had 
threatned; and the old Man to avert, the Danger of 
ſuch a Behaviour, as well as to take Leave of his 
dear Charge before he went to Ep/om, returned home 

much ſooner than he was expected: Miranda know 
ing, if he ſhould find Sir George wich her in that 
5 Criſis, all would be diſcovered, is in the utmoſt 
Confuſion how to conceal him, and having no other | 
Place obliges him to ſtand: behind a Chimney-Board. | 
j Sir Francis having ſome Orange- peel in his Hand 
| bids Scentæuell lift up the Board that he may throw 
| it into the Chimney, on which Miranda tells him 
l ſhe has a Monkey ſhut up there till ſhe has got a 
1 { Chain for it; and if he ſhould let it out, it was ſo. 7 

wild it would break all her China. Sir Francis 1 
ſeüupſpects nothing, and having told her the Buſineſs that MW 
W calls him to Eęſam takes his Leave, ſhe. out of 
W Complaiſance will needs ſee him to his Coach: Mar- 
plur curious to ſee the Monkey, becauſe ſhe has ſorbid 
him, lifts up the Board as ſoon as ſhe is out of the 
Room, and ſeeing a Man there, whom he does not 
| preſently know. to be Sir George, is ſo. much ſurpriſed. * 
| that he cries out Thieves. Sir George takes hold 
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T3 _ 
on him, and by his Words and Actions convinces 
him of the Truth, on which he promiſes to bring him 
off, bids him throw down the Tea- Table, break the 
China and run into the next Room. Sir George takes 
his Council, and Sir Francis and Miranda coming up 
Stairs again on the Cry of Thieves, he tells them he 
has been ſo unfortunate to let out the Monkey. Sir 
Francis is angry with his Curioſity, orders the Ser- 
vants to catch the Monkey, and once more takes his 
Leave. He is no ſooner out of the Houſe than Sir 
George comes forth, and having pardoned Marpli on 
his Submiſſion, entreats Miranda to put it out of the 
Power of any future Accidents to divide them, by 
marrying him that Moment ; ſhe conſents, and as they 
are going Patch enters, and ſeeing Sir George, tells 
him that Charles has an immediate Occafion for his 
Aſſiſtance; he reſolves to go as ſoon as the Ceremony 
-of Marriage with Miranda is over, and moos OO 
Marplot accompany them to ſee it performed. 

Aſter theſe happy Lovers have — 10 
Name for others more agreeable to their Wiſhes, Sir 
George haſtens to his Friend Charles, and Miranda 
returns home to pack up what Things ſhe has of 
Value: While thus employed, Sir Francis comes back - 
having met the Perſon in good Health on the Road, 
whom he thought dying: Seeing Palch he enquites 
her Buſineſs, and Miranda tells him ſhe is come to 
invite her to 1/abinda's Wedding, Who is that Night 
to be married to a Spar Merchant: Sir Francis is 
ſatisſied, will needs wait on her thither, and hopes 
the Sight of ma Ie ahings te 1 to pen 
TITRE. * We 1 22 e 04s 81A ir 
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[44] | 
Sir George finds Charles equipping himſelf in a 9h. 
75 Habit, and that the Part deſigned for him in this 
Affair is to perſonate Mr. Meanwell, an Engl Mer. 
chant, and Correſpondent of Don Deigos Father. 
When they are both ready they go to Sir Fealbus 
Traffick's, . who receives them às the Perſons they 
repreſent. Charles delivers him a Letter which is ſo 
well counterfeited by one that Patch had ſtolen, and 
given to him of that Gentleman's Hand, that Sir 
| Fealous has not the leaſt Suſpicion: /abinda is ready 
to die at firſt Sight of the ſuppoſed Spaniard, but Sir 
_ George finding the Means to let her into the Secret, | 
' ſhe conſents to marry him, tho' with a ſeeming: Re- 
luctance, the better to NR her Father; and 4 
Parſon is immediately ſent for to join their Hands. 
Marplbr has all this while been hunting over ihe 
whole Town for Charles, and at laſt ſeeing Whiſper 
at the Corner of that Street, imagines he muſt be in 
the fame Houſe, whence he once {aw him drop from 
the Balcony : He has alſo been informed that he had 
borrowed a Sparjb Habit from the Play houſe, and 
imagining 'this will be a Diſcovery. worth making, 
reſolves to prove his Wit and Sagacity by letting 
Charles ſee nothing can be concealed from him: He 
knocks boldly at the Door, and defires to ſpeak with 
a Gentleman that came in lately : The Servant asks 
if it is Signior Babbinetto or Meanwel! he wants, 
he tells him neither, but a Gentleman in a Span 
Habit. The Servant doubts there is ſome Trick in 
the Affair, defires Marplot to walk in, and informs 
his Maſter of what he ſaid. Sir Fea/ous comes to 
** and knowing him to be the Perſon he had beat 
ſome 


C 45 ] 
ſome Time before, begins to threaten him af he Abel 
not tell whom he wants, on which Marplot con- 
feſſes that the Gentleman he would ſpeak with" is + 
Charles, Sir Francis Gripe's Son, awd that he uſed to 
come there. ſometimes. This is ſufficient to rouſe the 
| long-ſleeping Suſpicions of Sir Fealozs, he calls out to 
ſtop the Marriage, and ſwears: he will have better 
Proofs that the intended Bridegroom is Don Deigo. 
Si George on hearing this draws his Sword, and ſuffers 
y to come into the Room till the Ceremony is 
ja ly compleated: Sir Fea/ous having no other 
Way to revenge himſelf beats Marplat. The New-. 
wedded Pair throw themſelves at his Feet, avow the 
| Truth, and beg his Bleſſing ; ; in; that Moment Sir 
Francis and Miranda come in; and that Lady de- 
claring her Marriage with Sir George, and giving 
Charles the Writings of his Uncle's Eſtate, which 
ſhe has privately taken out of Sir Francis's Cabinet, 
reconciles Sir Jealbus to the Deceit put upon him; 
but the diſappointed Guardian i is in ſuch a Rage that 
he quits the Houſe, curſing them all. Patch is 
taken again into Jabinda's Service, and poor Mar- 
put forgiven. So that the Comedy concludes with 
rendring none of the Characters FER. but er | 
ie _ merits to be ſo. „ a 


1 
| 


— — <L. 


_ 
comms pt nid; 


Ft © Of en has ey 5; 
— nn 2 2 
N » r 
2 
% 
% 


- — 2 eSenne ws 
— . . 
„3E re LI TOR COT URI ot" 
- 2 


Cons ER — 


— 


x * "* % 
4» | ws oh 14 = 
* : k n 8 2 4 * k 1 
* — 
* 
— l 55 44 1 
* 12 b % 


A TRAGEDY. 


By d Mr. Abu $ LING 5 


Frer = Battle of A had. ak: he 
great Controverſy between Cæſar and Pompey, 


| Cats; who had ſided with the Latter, retired to Viica, 
accompanied by ſome choſen Friends, and fuch whom 
he thought had moſt the Cauſe of Liberty at Heart. 
Among this Number were Portius and Marcus, his 
Sons, Lucius an old Senator, Tuba, Prince of Numidia, 
and Sempronius. The Love of Glory was not the 
ſole Motive which induced theſe two laſt to follow the 
Fortunes of Cato: They were both enamoured of the 
Charms of his fair Daughter Marcia; but as that 
Paſſion operates differently on different Tempers, it 


excited in young Fuba an Ambition of rendring him- 
ſelf worthy of the Object of his Deſires: In Sempronius 


it prompted to all Sorts of Meaſures, without Di- 


ſtinction of good or ill, which promiſed Gratifica- 
tion. 5 | | 
Notwithſtanding the Severity of Cato, both theſe 


Lovers ventured to declare their Inclinations; he ab- 


5 TT; refuted Sempronins 3 . but contented himſelf 


2 | with 


[ 47 ] 

with telling Taba this was not a fit Time to think 
on Love. This Behaviour ſo incenſed Sempronius, that 
-he employs Emiffaries to inftigate the Citizens of 
Utica to Rebellion, not doubting but that if he can 
deftroy, or give up Cato to Ceſar, who'i is on his Ap- 
proach to that Place, he ſhall obtain Marcia from the 
Victor's Hands as a Reward of his Service. 

His Arts are ſucceſsful enough with the Populace 
to cauſe a Riſing, but it is immediately quell'd by 
the Preſence of Cato, and the Speech he makes to 
them : Semproniuc,. to cover his Treaſon in fomenting 
this Diſturbance, is the loudeſt in demanding Juſtice 
ſhould be executed on the Criminals: And the Heads 
of the Faction being delivered to his Hands, he ſends 
to immediate Death the poor Wretehes whoſe Guil, 

his own Artifices had occaſioned. 

Cz/ar in the mean Time, n nearer to Utica, 


owe any Thing to the Perſon who would enſlave 


Victim in the common Ruin. 

'The Approach of Cz/ar, and the Las Con- 
dition to which the Hopes of Cato are reduced, in- 
cline Syphax, chief Counſellor to the Numidian Prince, 
and Commander under him of all the Forces brought 
from that Country for the Roman Service, to enter 
into new Meaſures. Sempronius is concerting for be- 
traying every Thing into Cæſar's Hands. He en- 
deavours to bring his Prince into his Party, but find- 


ing no Succeſs in that Attempt, becomes as ſalſe to 
him 
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| ſends Decius a Roman Knight to offer favourable 
| Conditions to Cato; but that great Man diſdaining to 


CI Rome, rejects his Propoſals, and reſolves to perſevere 
n the Service of his Country, tho? he falls a glorious 
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him as to Cato; and perceiving that Sempronius cannot 
think | of leaving Utice without "Marcia, lends him 
the Guards and Habit of the Numidian Prince, that 
. diſguiſed he may with the more Facility enter her 
| Apartment, and force her to be the Companion of 

their Flight. WOE 
While pernicious Da are thus forming PW" 
the Liberty of Rome, and Life of Cato, neither the 
Affairs of State, the Fatigues of War, the Miſeries 
of their Country, the Danger of their glorious Sire, 
nor their own, are ſufficient to his youthful 
Family from the Aſſaults of Love: Marcia in ſecret 
Sighs for Fuba, and both her Brothers for Lucia, 
Daughter to Lucius: Twould be to wrong the Paſ. 
ſion of either to ſay it was inferior to that of the other, 
but Portizs the elder, knowing the violent Temper 
of his Brother Marcus, forbears to acquaint him with 
his Love; and Lucia, tho' ſhe loves Portius with the 
fame Tenderneſs ſhe is beloved, has too great a Re- 
rd for the Sons of Cato, and Brethers of Marcia, to 
give either of them Diſpair, therefore carefully con- 
ceals her Sentiments of both. Marcia too, like her 
noble Father, thinks every Conſideration ſhould be 
that of her Country's Welfare, and indulges not her 
gayer Inclinations, nor gives Juba any Room to 
hope he has the leaſt Intereſt in her Heart, till an 
unexpected Accident, in Spite of _ ES: _ 
| e being come into * A eee on the | 
| before-mentioned bold Deſign, it was the good For- 
tune of Fuba to enter immediately after, and per- 
ceiving the rene wy 5 5 5 and the ed 5 
Ih en. 6 


49] 
S ² een 
his intended Crime : Maria coming with Lais from 
an inner Chamber fees the dead Body, and miſtaking 


it for that of Tuba pours forth fuck Lamentations over 


it as leave that Prince, who unſeen by her [hears all 
ſhe fays, no. Room to doubt of her Aſſection;; and 


= fills him with a Tranſport, which for fome Moments. 
1 makes him N 1 or the In- 
= Numidia N hina... 


N Foes: Gn, ie at 


I mot unexpected Alloy: The Traitor Syphex with alt 
bis Troops had forced a Paſſage through the City 


Gates, in Order to go off to Cafar : Marcus was ſlain 


in oppoſing their Attempt ; and if there was the leaſt 


Shadow of a Conſolation in this fad Event, it was to 
hear that the brave Youth had killed with — 
Hand that baſe Betrayer of his Fruſt. il 

All the little Senate of Utica, every 8 


laments the Fate of Marcus. Cata alone appears 


Tranquil, and if he weeps, tis not becauſe hunſelf, 


but Rome has loſt in him a worthy Son. But the 


Death of this young Hero ſeems only the Fore-runner 


of greater-Ills; Cæſar is arrived almoſt at the Walls 
of Utica : No Remedy remains between Death, Flight, 
or yielding to what Terms the Cone ES 


Two of theſe are beneath the Dignity of Cato's 


but as he has Ships in Readineſs to fail, adviſes choke: 
of his Friends, who are unwilling to truſt the Mercy 
of Cæſar, to make their Eſcape ; then, defiring Privacy 
paſſes fome little Time in Reflection on Plato's Im- 
mortality of the Soul, and reſolute: not to outlive the. 
Vol. I. - D ; 
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Lord Foppington is a Man fond of the Reputation af 
2 Multiplicity of Amours ; a great Wit in his Uu 
Imagination, and a Fool rather by Art than Nature 
in the Eyes of others. The Confidence he has, f 
his good Parts, joined to a ſlender Opinion of Virtue 
in general, gives him Aſſurance: to addreſs every Wo- 
man he likes,  tho* he is already married, and Lady 
Betty Modiſh being a celebrated Toaſt, the preſent 
Bent of his Deſires is to be thought her Favorite. 
Lady Betty has Honour and Senſe ; but Vanity and 
Affectation ſometimes obſcure the Brightneſs of her 
other Qualifications. She prides herſelf more in a 
Croud of Admirers, than in the Character of a prudent 
Woman; and tho' the is perfectly ſenſible. of Lord 
Morelos Merit, and has a ſeeret Inclination for him, 
yet ſhe delights in nothing ſa much as ſhewing the 
World the Power ſhe has over him, and encourages 
Lord Foppingtox in the moſt preſuming Hopes, meerly 
to give Diſquiet ta the other. 
Sir Charles Eaſy. has a great Deal of Wit, good 
Humour, and Sincerity, but ſo exceſſively indolent in 
his Nature, that. tho? he loves Pleaſure, he purſues 
none that ſeems to be attended with the leaſt Diffi- 
culty: He aims not to appear different from what he 
is, and is entirely neglectful of what even his beſſ 
Friends think of him. His Lady is the perſect 
Model of what a. Wife ſhould. be, virtuous, diſcreet, 


acedionate, and ſubmiſſive. She has Birth, Fortune, 
Wir, and Beauty; and above all a Stock of Love ſuf- 
RE ficient to make her impatient on any Eneroachments 
? on her Rights; but her good Senſe ſo much gets the 


1 8 of her Reſentmen t, tho in che moſt tender | 
1 * 2 | Poi int, 8 


— 
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Point! that when Mrs: 'Edeing; her Woman, brings? her 
a Letter, which ſhe has found in her Maſter's Pocket, 
from Lady Gradbafi, ſhes refuſes to read it, and 
orders her to lay it in the ſame Place, with a en | 
Neprimand for her Preſumption and Curioſit. 
Mrs. Fqing, who is herſelf one of the Vitis of 5 
Sir Cha#e?s Tooker Inelinations, and has diſcovered by 
te Better that there! is an Amour between him and 
Lady Graveairs, is fill'd with all the Spite and Envy 
natural to mean Souls on the like Occaſions and the 
firſt” Opportutity repraaches her Maſter in the moſt 
pert and ſaucy Terms for his Inconſtancy, and ſuffer- 
ing her Lady to uſe the Privilege of a Miſtreſs over 
Her. Notwithſtanding the Careleſsneſs of Sir Char /es's 
*Femper, the Confidence of this! Wench alittle, rouſes 
him, and he ſoon convinces her that it is not her 
5 Place to call him to account for erage hes nor to 


eſt Reſpett 3 Eadving i is — into Sobmiſßon, — 
promiſes to be more humble far 60: are, on which 
7 continues her in Favuurttt 
Lord Marelbve, by the Advice of Sir Charles; in 
| vain endeavours to counterfeit an Indifference to 2 
Betty Mod; N, ſhe | ſees into the Deſign, and defeats it 
by a Counter- plot; feigning to be "fo infinitely 
Pleaſed with every Thing Lord Fipirgton ſays and 
does, and publickly 'coquetting with him, that the 
paſſionate Lover can no longer contain himſelf; but 
ſhews at once the Violence of his Love and his De- 
Apair. She triumphs in the Diſcovery, lavghs at his 
Pains, and all Uhax eicher Sir Charles or Lady Fay 


E LI Chang. 6 2 181 Dis! -- Can 


* 
* 


4 1 \ 5 * gu 


LCs - 
can urge, to bring her to a more 4 Way of think: 
ing, is wholly-ineffettual- oo 4 ears fp 
Sir Charles, more anxious for the Intersſtrof his 


Friend than could be expected from a Man of bis 


had of late been very cold in his Affair with Lady 
Graveairs'; ſhe: reſented it in the Manner Women or- 
dinarily do. He heigthens the Pique by treating her 
with the moſt provoking, Indiffe rence to her Face, 
till ſhe is worked up into. a proper Reſolution of re- 
venging herfelf by loving another. In this critical 
Minute he perſwades Lord Moreleve to make, her 3 
Tender of his Heart, WN as er as Pon in 
a Addreſſes to her.. BT 

This Method of i is ä more 
ſacceiful than the former, for the Lady Betty, cannot 
be brought to believe that he has forſaken her for 


Lady Graveairs ; yet her Pride is ſo far alarmed that 


the World ſnhould have any Occaſion to imagine he 
has done ſo, that ſhe ſpares no Pains. to recover him: 
Fortified by the Councils of Sir Charles, and his own 
n of her e en all her Advances are in 


"ml her: the Muſick. on the Terraks, "Squires her 
wherever ſhe goes, and practices all the K. Gal 


lantries of the moſt obſequious Lover. Lady, G. ade 


airs receives them with Pleaſure, partly. to gratify 


_ Vanity, with the Reputation of having 2 Man. of 


Lord Marelove's' allowed good Senſe her proſeſf d 
Adorer, and partly in the Hope of recovering Sir 


Charles, whom ſhe. till loves. Lady Betty feels a 


4 thouſand Pg at this Behaviour of Lord Moretove, 
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ſpeak Kindly to him, fooths and reproaches him 
00” Turns, © * cannot be TS 8 Grave- 


_ fation will Mer, by 4 Lord Meteo 8 u her 
after fo long a Courtſhip; he aſſures her that his 
Friend ſtill loves her, but as he can never hope to 
fix the Inſtability of her Nature, is determined never to 
return to his firſt Vows.” She thinks Sir Charles her 
<nemy, is piqued to the very Soul to- find him in a 

Combination againſt her, and becoming a little more 
ſenfible of the Error of her Conduct, the: expoſtulates 
with Lord Morelvove in a ſerious Manner, and il 
eovers her Jealouſy of Lady Graveairs; he is now 


tranſported, confeſſes he never loved but her, and Sir 


Charks, to prevent her relapſing, rails at the Levity 
of her Humour, adviſes Lord Meare/rve not to truſt to 


| her diſſembled Kindneſs, ſays ſhe no ſooner will find 


him in her Power, than ſhe will triumph over his eaſy 
Nature, and ſcorn his real Paſon for the pretended 


one of Lord Fuppington; on which ſhe hurſts into 
Tears, and Lord Fopprngton that Moment coming into 
the Room, ſhe gives Lord Mcorelwoe her Hand before 


him, and abjures all Gallantries that may give him a 


Diſquiet. Lord Morelove thinlæs himſelf now overpaid | 


For all his Sufferings, and Lord Fuppington having 
never been ſenſible of any Thing worthy the Name of 


Love, is perfectly eaſy about the Matter. Neither 


18 Lady Graveairs diſſatisfied; Sir Charles having pro- 
miſed to vifit her the fame Evening; but before the 


oo Hour Mrs. E ng happening 20 come in his 
Way, 
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Way; ;.and, his Wife being abroad, he retizes with 
her, into the Bedchamber, where.) having. paſt ſome 
Time, they, both fall aſleep... Lady Eah coming home 
finds them In that Poſture, and ſeeing her ;Husband 
barcheaded ſhe fears he will take Cold, And her 
Tenderneſs prevailing. above the juſt Reſentment: ſuch 
a Spectacle muſt naturally excue, takes a Handker- 
chief from her Neck, and covers his Head, then 
leaves the Room, and rings the Bell for her Maid. 
They both wake at the Sound; Eching runs in Dif- 
order to her Lady, and Sir Charles ſinding the Hogg 
kerchief, and vemembring he had ſeen it about 
Wife's Neck that Day, is ſenſible none but — 
had put it on his Head. The Shame of being 
detected in this Manner, and the Prudence, Pa- 
tience, and Tenderneſs of ſo excellent a Wiſe 
now ſtrike full upon him: He wakes from his long 
Lethargy of Thought, ſees her Perſeckians and his 
own Demerits, reſolves to expiate his paſt Conduct 
by his future, and convinced of the Plefling he enjoys 
in her, to roam abroad no more in Search of Happi- 
neſs : He immediately writes a. Letter to Lady 
Graveairs entirely to break off with her; and his 
Wiſe ſoon after entring, there follows ſo tender a Scene | 
as no Husband guilty in the ſawe Way can be Spec- 
tator of. without Blufhing and Self-condemnation, nor 
no Wiſe. without endeavouring at leaſt to imitate the 
bright Example which brought about ſo happy. & 
Change, 

Never was . Juſtice mon as 4 
than in this Play: Every Error finds. its Puniſhment 
in Froportion e Virthe is larly re- 
„ D 4 mn warded., 
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. warded.... The 3 Moral, together with the 


* Choice of Characters, natural and gentile 
and that Spirit of Gaiety which runs th 
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N. i chat diſtracted Time when a proud Rebellion, 
born on the Shoulders of Hypocriſy and Fraud, 
lorded it over Loyalty and Honour, a Committee of 
Sequeſtration was ſet up to oblige all thoſe, who were 
ſuſpected of favouring the King, to compound for 
their Eftates, or forfeit them; and Day, a Fellow, 
eminent in V A choſen. for the Chairman: This 
Wretch. found; M eans ſirſt to get into his Power, 
With her Whole Eſtate, Anne, Daughter and Heireſs 


YE 


of Sir _ Baſil Thorowgoed, a worthy Cayalier 
Orphan, alſo of. a. great For- 
f a Gentleman, Who h 


* 


the Name of Ruth, 8 18 
and intends to marry the other to his Son Abel, or 
turn her out to Beggary; but Fate had bette 
in Store for both thoſe young Ladies, tkan the prefent 
Situation of their Affairs could permit them to hope.. 


1 1 "Thi 


Arbella being brought by Mrs. Day from Reading 
in the Stage-Coach, in Order to appear bagel She” 


Party, called Col: Blunt 2 to be A Paſſenger 


at the fame Time: They were equally channed with 
each other at firſt Sight; but the natural Reſerve of 


his Temper, and the Modeſty of hers kept both from 


revealing it. His Buſineſs, as well as hers, was with 
the Committee, and meeting with his Friend Col. 


Careleſs, a Gentleman of the ſame Cireumſtances and 


Principles with himſelf, they go together to that, un- 


- juſthy calbd, honourable Board. In their Way they 
meet a poor Ei man, whom having loſt his Matter i in 
the late civil Wars, Careleſs takes into his Service, 
and he attends them where they were going. 


The Committee being fat, and Mr. Day having 


prepared his Brothers in Corruption to make an Aſ- 
ſignment to him of Arbella's Fortune, in Caſe the re- 
fuſed his Son, that Lady accompanied Mrs. Day 
and the ſuppoſed Ruth are admitted: The two Co- 
lonels come in at the ſame Time: They are offered 


the Terms of Compoſition for their Eſtates, but are 


told withal that they muſt firſt take the Covenant, 
which they refuſe with the utmoſt Contempt: Abella 
and Blunt at this ſecond. Interview become more in 


* with each ocher than before: Ruth is extremely 
1 "FROM 


0991. 


pleaſed Fin the Perſon and Bravery of berg 5 alt 
"He feels a Paſſion for her, which nothing but his Be- 
Viel t that the is a eqs. ogg 'of the Commitiee-nian can 
in. a 142 F851 2 n FR 
Mrs." Day orders Rub to aden gel as mubk as 
poffible into the good Graces of Arbella; but theſe 
Ladies having exchanged a mutual Confidence with 
each other, 'only contrive how to abuſe him, and to 
get ſome Opportunity” of ſeeing their dear Colonels 
Again; but as they know not where they live, all 
their Wit and ee, ee * _— Or nr 
Kaon. a $<:4rt ag 05 It 5 


r 


pretty Ruth, tho — ar bat me n en ihe 
- + far from having any honourable Deſigns upon her; 
but remembring that Mrs: Day was formerly a Kitchen 
Maid in his Father's Houſe, he reſolves to try it for 


dd Acquaintance Sake ſhe will intercede with the 


Dommittee, that himſelf and his Friend may be ad- 
mitted to compound without taking the Covenant, 
oY pleafing himſelf with the Thoughts that, if he does 
not ſucceed in this Point, it will give them an Oppor- 
_ *tumity of getting acquainted with the young Ladies. 
To chis End he ſends Fi eee Trils Servant, to deſire 
leave to wait upon Her, but the poor Fellow having 
Beard his Maſter de her Original cannot help 
laughing in her Face; and makes ſo many Blunders 
that fe imagines he is ſent on Purpoſe to affront her, 
And COIN ET OT, ng to Oe? his _— 
| Lebe. e 0 
2 — in . mem Time is artefin in the Set, 
1H "ro — to «comedy; and reſcues him, the 
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Bailiffs cry Murder, and raiſe the Mob, they are pur- 
ſued and obliged to-take different Ways, and Carele/e 
ſeeing Days Door open runs in without conſidering | 
| whoſe Houſe it was, or knowing what Anſwer, Teagwe 
had to his Meſſage. - Mrs: Day fees him, and) zreats | 
dim very arrogantly, on which he tells her. plainly 
he lænows her; high Words enſue, and ſhe cries out. 
Ruth comes to know -the- Occaſion, is ſurpriſed to ſee 
him there, and dreading ſome ill Effects from Mrs. | 
Day's Fury, contrives this Way to bring him. off. 
She accuſes. herſelf of having forgot to acquaint her 
that the Colonel ſent to her, to deſire ſhe would pre- 
vail on her to accept 500 J. by Way of preſent to 
permit him to compound on his firſt Conditiens. The 
Thoughts of the Money brings Mrs. Day preſently 
into good Humour, and ſhe: leaves Ruth, anf him to- 
Feber to ſettle the Affair. Caries is more than ever 
charmed with her Wit, he declares his Paſſion ; butt | 
her Behaviour convinces him he has nothing to hope 
from her but on honourable Terms. While they are 
in this Converſation, Teague enters and informs him 
that Blunt is taken again, and carried Priſoner to the 
Devil. aver e Arbella comes in at the ſame Time, 
and they can think of no other Way to free tis, 
than by her ſoothing Abel, and prevailing on him to 
be Bail. The Strategem ſucceeds, the pretends Blunt 
is her near Relation, and he goes with chem to re- 
- leaſe him, and en bnaſ4 to b eee 
of the Affair. 

Blunt is bailed, ans this generous e Adtion in 145 


n confirms him hers for ever, he is ſo raviſhen 


- with it that he declares to her he bores ; à Confeſ- 
1804-4 | | : ſion 5 


mae the 1 Opel e at bad till 
now reſtrained him from making: Arbella is pleaſed 
mak 5: uncommon Way of Courtſhip ; but neither 
ſhe, e can; forgive. themſelves that they have 
let bath their eee eee without knowing-where 
they lire: To remedy; which Inadvertency they 
ſend Obadia, Art Clerk of the Committee, to the 
Deuil. Tavern, where they ſuppoſe the Gentlemen ſtill 
on the Pretence Rub had made to her 
Mother, concerning the. Five hundred Pounds, and 
taking the Covenant: The Endemann n 
Bond, and n in Deen e 
reſolve on an innocent Revenge, and make Teague 
ply - him with Sack till he is dead —_—_— n 
ſend him home to Mr. Day in a Chair. 
While they are diverting themſelves in this — 
| ner, their Miſtreſſes are hetter empleyed : the Com- 
mittee- man and his Wiſe are obliged to go abroad 
on an extraordinary Affair, and Obadiab not being 
in the Way to attend them, their Son Abel is obliged. 
to play the Part of their Gentleman - Uſher. Mr. 
Day going out in a Hurry leaves his Keys upon the 
Table; Rath. finds them, | opens his Cloſet, takes out 
all the Writings of her own and Asrbella's Eſtate, 
with a great many other Letters and Papers of 
Conſequence, and Nee — ee in, as de. 


Jill 5 the 2 to e 8 to the Place where. i3 
5 = they took. him „%% fr 
When Day and his Wife come * t 
the Ladies 9 the Wiitings, tis eaſy for them to 

5 | ſuppoſe 


They find alſo by Obadiab;” when he Cotes A itt 


by Virtue of his Authority, gives" Warrant für 


together, and haſtens to attempt freeing cares 


the State? She then tells him ſhe will procufſe a 


Suiſe, for him to malte his Eſcape out of the Win.” 


he can truſt with a Ladder PRE; and's Sword 


ans have rendred this a — Encounter, had 


[63 


ſuppoſe the one has robbed! them of thiaidgthgo? 


to himſelf, "the! Aﬀront/put upon them und Mr. 1 85 


apprekending-both"the' Colonels Cardh# happen Bf 
to be the: firſt they meet with; und is ſeized and 
carried directly to Priſon for an Offence- done to the 1 
Chairman of the honourable\ Committee He ſends 
Teague to tell Blunt What has befallen him, thẽ very 

Moment Rath and Abella are cone to the Tavern, | 
and ſpeaking to him: Ruth on this News leaves them 


Among the Things ſhe has taken out of Day's Clo 
ſet is his Seal, which ſhe ſhews* to the Jaylor, in 
Hope chat Token may be ſufficient to releaſe him; but 
unfortunately for ber Deſign an Order is jult ve 
dat all of che King's Farty, who are 

ſhould be kept (cloſe till further Commands from 


Ladder of i Ropes, and a Soldier's 'Coat for à Diſza 


dow when it ſhall grow dark. - Blunt ignora rant of 
her Project, and no leſs impatient at his Friends 
Confinement, hits upon the ſame Thought, and dif 
guiſes himſelf in a plain red. Coat, ſends à Soldier 


in Cafe of Accident. Carelii believes it the fame 
Ruth promiſed to convey, and comes eafily out of 
the Window into the Street, where Blu was walt⸗ 
ing for him, and neither knowing each other, and 
both believing themſelves betrayed, drew their Swords, 
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mot their Voices made a timely Diſcovery. In that 


Moment comes Ruth with her Ladder, the is over. 
joyed the Work is performed to her Hands, and they 


all e ee aner ben both the 


PF. o ” * 15 3 


Nutb 1 es whoſe Daugheir ſhe any is; 


and ſhews them the Writings of her Eſtate ;. Careleſs is 
tranſported to find her a Woman he may love with- 


out any Blemiſh to his Birth or Principles; and no 
People: could W themſelves cer 


did theſe four. I's 


In the n ao. hos are 


is given to Mr. Day, he comes with his Wiſe and 
furpriſes them, and Abe/ and Obadias follow with 


a Poſſe of Soldiers; but Ruth ſoon abates the Fierce 
neſs of her Quondam Father by producing ſome Let- 
ters fent to him from Women, wherein one demands 

Money of him for the Support of a Baſtard Child, 
and another refuſes to take Phyſick preſcribed by him 
to cauſe Abortion. To preſerve therefore his Repu- 
tation of Sanctity, he is obliged to forgive all, and 
permit the Lovers to marry, and enjoy their Eſtates, 


8 ee , Ses 


the Baier in Hape of retrieving his e big 
| Where his honeſt Induſtry proſpering according to his 


and little Daughter, at that Time not ſeven Years old. 


Indiana, for that was her Name, won ſo much on 


4 120 
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on conſiderable Loſſes in Trade, repaired to 


Wiſhes, he reſolved to ſettle there, and accordingly 
ſent over for his Family, conſiſting of a Wife, Siſter, 


In their Voyage they were taken Priſoners by a Pri- 
vateer of Tau/on: The Grief of this Diſappointment 
work'd fo ſtrongly on the ſickly Frame of Mrs. 
Danvers, that ſhe died at Sea ; but her Child, and 
Jabella, Siſter to Mr. Danvers, were carried ta 
France. The Innocence and Beauty of the young 


the Affections of the old Captain, that having no 
Children, he adopted and educated her as his own: 
In a few Years after he was unfortunately kilPd at 
Sea, and dying Inteſtate his Effects fell wholly into 
the Hands of an Advocate, his Brother. He no 


ſooner 


2775 17 1 "4 ab wide locy 
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but the Addreſſes he made her were far from being 
duch as Virtue would... | 


her to accept; on 
which the cruel Villain firipped her not only of all 
his Uncle's Bounty had beſtowed. upon, her, but the 
very Jewels which had beep her Mother's, el Ber 
| out of Doors, and was going to throw her into Pri- 
if fon for her Maintenance with his Brother, when ſhe 
uuas relieved in a very extraordinary. Manner Fw 


7 — - 


this and all other | Misfortunes. _ 

+ Mr. Bevil, only Son of a Par” Ty Name, 
being on his Travels, happened to take Toulon i in his 
Way, and heard of this malicious Proſecution : Cu- 
riofity led him to enquire further into the Afar, and 
to make a Viſit to the diſtreſſed fair one: Her 
Perſon charmed him, but the Beauties of her Mind 
much more: Charity at firſt and a warmer Paſſion 
afterward excited him to eaſe her Cares: He ap- 
Fa peared openly her Friend, and the wicked Advocate, 
= perceiving ſhe had ſuch a Support, came to-a Com- 
poſition, which Bevil diſcharged withont letting her 
1 know to what her Releaſe amounted. Aſter this, he 
1 prevailed with her to ſuffer him to conduct her to 
95 _ England, and when ſhe arrived with her Aunt,” to 
i "whom he always paid the moſt ſtrict Reſpect, ſup- 
1 ported her more in the Faſhion of a rich Heireſs 
0 than 2 helpleſs Orphan; and all this without demand- 
1 — ing * * or even 3 3 he 
= Joved. fe 
i © He had not been Wag n England before- nis Fa 
ther, Sir John Bevil, Propoſes a Match for him with 


Lacinda, the _ Daughter of Mr, Sealand, à very 
wealthy 


fn WAP 


| tified no Reluctance "to this Marriage, and would 


| which, will give him Room to hope there will be 


16]. 


wealthy Merchant. Bebi is a tender Lover, but 


2 no leſs dutiful Son : Diſbbedience to a Parent wW˖ ˙ 
to him the greateſt of all Crimes, and he choſe rather j 
to be miſerable himſelf in quitting all Hopes of err | 


eſling Indiana, than give one Moment's Pain to 
| to whom he owed his Being. He therefore tec 


n g 
1 4 * _ — 


doubtleſs have ſacificed his eternal Peace to Sir Fobit's 
Commands, had not an unexpected Accident pre · 
ſerved him from that cruel Neceſſit /. 14 
Arte, a young Gentleman, who next to Hadi 1 
ana ſhared Bis Heart, was paſſionately in Love with, fl 
and beloved by Lucinda; and Bevil could not be told 1 
that Secret without reflecting that how much ſoever 

was owing from himſelf to a Father, he ought not 

to obey him to the Ruin of his Friend, and alſo of 

a young Lady whom, tho' he could not love, he very | 
much eſteemed for her good Qualities, He is there- 
fore Juſt, on the Point of entreating Sir Joh not to 
force his Inclinations, when two Accidents happen, 


no Occaſion for that open Confeſſion, and that pro- 
bably the Match would break off on the other 
„ | 

Mrs. Sealand was paſſionately. — —. of 88 
her Daughter to a diſtant Relation, called Cimberton, 
who had twice. the Eftate of either Bevi/ or Myrtle: 
She was ever teaſing her Husband to break oft his 
Engagements with Sir Fob», and he being pretty 
— — een to do it, but 
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Bir Jobn was affronted in a very groſs Manner At. 


the Maſquerade: by one of thoſe Gallants, who ima- 
gine their Quality a ſufficient Sanction for whatever 
Rudeneſs they commit. Young Bewi/ was there at 


the ſame Time with Indiana, he knew his Father, 


and feeing him inſulted, _ Teized the Offender and 
plucked off his Vizard ; tis eaſy to imagine how 
ſuch an Action was gd: The Company were 
obliged to call the Guards to part them; and the 
Surprize of this Adventure threw Indiana into A 
Swoon: Every Body took Notice of Bævil's Concern 
to find her in this Condition, his Care to recover her, 
and the Reſpect and Tenderneſs with which he led 
her out: They all were poſitive ſe was a Lady, to 
whom he was either going to be married, or very 
much wiſhed to be ſo; and the whole Affair coming 


to the Ears of Mr. Sealand, it ſerved him as an Excuſe 
for delaying the Marriage till it ſhould be known : 


how far young Bevil was engaged to that Lady. 


Sir Fohbn is very uneaſy at this Impediment : He 


has alfo heard of Z:4iana, before he ſaw her at the 


| Maſquerade, and is ſenſible ſhe is entirely ſupported 
by his Son's Bounty, yet as he has never oppoſed 


marrying according to his Commands, he looks up- 


on it only as an Affair of Gallantry ; however, the 


more to ſound his Inclinations he keeps Mr. Sealand's 


Hl Humour entirely a Secret, tells him the Day for 
his Nuptials is fixed, and orders him to prepare for it. 
| Bevil being informed, by an old Servant in the Fa- 


mily, of what has paſſed between the old Gentle- 
men, ſeems not at all diſturb'd at the Command, 
and accordingly on the appointed Day dreſſes himſelf 


KN 
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| 25 a Bridegroom; md preſents himſelf ben dus Ba- 
ther, as a Perſon ready to become ſo; but in the 


mean Time writes to Lucinda, conjuring her, if 


Things ſhould come to that Extremity, to refuſe him 


publicly; the Anſwer ſhe ſends him is agreeable to 
his Hopes, and the Affection ſhe profeſſes for Myrtle; 
but that impatient Lover being told by a Coxcombly 
Servant of Bewvi/'s, that he had carried a Letter to 
Lucinda from his Maſter, is immediately fir d with 


| Jealouſy, and ſends a Challenge to Beuil. Had he 
been equally warm, a fatal Cataftrophe muſt have 


turned our Comedy into Tragedy; but he is ſo far 
from reſenting the ill Treatment he at firſt receives 
from his miſtaken Friend, that he pities the Force of 
that Paſſion, which alone could have wrought ſuch 
violent Effects; he ſhews him Lucindas Anſwer, and 


proves that what he took for an Injury to his Love 


was the higheſt Service to it. | Having removed all 
Apprehenſions as to his own Part; the Next Thing 
to be conſidered is how to prevent Lucinda's being 
compelled to marry Cimberton; and with the Af- 
ſiſtance of her Chambermaid they contrive that Myrtle 
ſhall perſonate old Sir Geoffy, Cimberton's great Uncle, 
who is every Day expected in Town, and without 
whoſe +Conſent ho'-canner ae n eme, | 
ments. 

While the two Friends Beni“ and Myrile are thus 


employed, Mrs. Sealand is uſing all her Artifices to 


perſwade her Husband to break off entirely with Sir 
Fohn, that there may be no Demur in Cimberton's 


Affair when his Uncle arrives; the old Man is half 


ta 
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1 
to 40 1 Thing "that ſhould not "ave the A ppear- 
ance of Reaſon : He therefore reſolves to viſit Indi- 
Gina himſelf, and know from her own M outh. how 
far ſhe i is concerned with Bevil.” 

oy Her Beauty, her Wit, and the Mode of ; 
Deportment, make him extremely grieved that ſo 


much Merit ſhould be the Victim of a diſhonourable 


Paſſion; and he expreſſing ſomewhat of his Suſpicions, 
tho“ in very tender and reſpectſul Terms, joined 
with the Imagination of BeviPs Marriage, throw 
her into Agonies, which venting themielves in 
Words amaze Sealand; ſhe recapitulates her Misfor- 
tunes, her Loſſes at Sea, her Captivity, her Mo- 


ther's Death, and tearing off her Jewels, drops a 
Bracelet, which Sealand takes up, and knows it to 


be one he had given his firſt Wife: In ſhort he 
finds in the Miſtreſs of Bevil his own Daughter, 
his real Name being Danvers, but changed, on his 
going to the Indies, to Sealand: Never was Joy 
more perfect than his, to embrace a Child he had 
thought loſt with her Mother. His Siſter 1/abe//a, 
who remembers him, bears her Part in the Tranſ- 


port; and Sir Fohn Bewil and his Son are imme- 
diately ſent for to compleat-it. There is now no 
longer Delay, no longer any Remains of Doubt on 


either Side; Sealand now readily beſtows his Daugh- 
ter on Bevil, and Bewil is no more reluctant to 


N the Daughter of Sealand. 


Mrs. Sealand alſo with Lucinda, C 9 . the 


Pretended Sir Genf, are brought by Jſabella to this 


Scene of Wonder and Delight; and the former ſeeing 


Bevii now diſpoſed. of, defires her Husband will 


comply 


tleman perceiving that Lucinda \ can be now . but a 


Co-heireſs with her new ound Siſter Indiana 7  defires 
to be excuſed, confeſſes that her Fe ortune was the 


chief Motive of his Pretenſions, and that he ſhall 
apply elſewhere. Myr:/e_ on this throws of _his 
Diſguiſe, and aſſures the Company that no Dinunution 
of Fortune can make him ſet a leſs Value on 


Lucinda. 8 ealand i is charmed with his Generolity, 


and immediately joins their Hands : All the Per- 


ſons of the Drama conclude their Parts with 
the utmoſt Satisfaction, but can counterfeit no 
more than what a virtuous and polite Audience 


muſt feel in Reality at fo agrecable. and. |. moral * 
Entertainment. es wow e,, 


3. but that Gen- 
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a on, FO 
Tri p to the Jubilee, 


A COMEDY. 


9 Mr Fa RQUHAR. | 


HIS n Colic” tho full of Con- 
trivance, cannot properly be ſaid to have a 


regular Plot, conſiſting of certain Means to compaſs a 


certain End; becauſe the Cataſtrophe, as will appear 


from the following DeduRion, is, as it were, involun- 


tary, entirely owing to the Chance of Incidents, _ 
not to Meaſures concerted with Deſign. 

Sir Oliver Manly, a Gentleman of a colerable 
Fortune in Oxfordhire, has an only Daughter, who | 
by the Treachery of her Maid is ſeduced by a young 


Student, who, in an Excurſion from College with two 
others, being benighted, had been entertained with 
great Hoſpitality by her Father for two Nights. The 
Your g Lady * not the Perſon to whom ſhe ſacri- 
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ſices her Innocence: He conceals his Name, under 


Pretence he is under an Engagement to his Com- 


panions not to divulge it till their Return to the Uni. 
verſity : She preſents him with a Ring, and ſuffers 
him to depart, without any other Satisfaction than 
the frail Promiſe of writing to her in two Days, and 
returning in fifteen, to relieve her from the Horrors of 
Reflection, do Juſtice to her Honour, and marry her. 
She long expects, but expects in Vain. Her Father 
dies, and leaves her ſole Executrix: She then reſolves 
to revenge the Injury done by one on the whole Sex; 
and give them all the Torment in her Power. With 


this Deſign ſhe takes the Name of Lady Lureauell, 
| ſhe goes abroad, viſits the polite Courts of Europe, en- 


courages all that addreſs her, then ſets them at Var: 
ance. At Paris ſhe comes acquainted with an Eng- 
1 Gentleman, then on his Travels, called Sir Harry 
IWildair, who fights a Duel there on her Account, 
and is obliged to leave that Kingdom. She goes af- 


_ terwards to Holland, but finding Beauty was able to 


do little Execution on that People, returns to Eng- 


| land. In her Paſſage Colonel Standard, who comes 


over in the ſame Ship falls paſſionately in Love with 


her: She countenances his Pretenſions, as alſo thoſe of 


Alderman Smuggler, a Merchant, who has the Wri- 


tings. of her Eſtate and Money in his Hand; Yizard, 


his Nephew, and Clincher, Senior, his late Appren- 
tice, but by the Death of his Father juſt come to an 


Eſtate, and turned Beau. 


In this uation ar the. cle? Chants Apel 
at the Beginning of the Play, when Sir Harry Wild- 


airy 9 . Juſt arrived, diſcovers to Colonel Standard 
and 
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1 
| aid Viazre the utmoſt Impatience to ſee Lady * 

Sell, whoſe Lodgings he has not yet found out: 
They both grow jealous on his Diſcourſe, but con- 
ceal their Sentiments. Vixard, who under the Pre- 


tence of Sanctity is very debauched, has lately made 


a diſhonourable Attempt on a young Lady of For- 
tune and Virtue, called Angelica, to revenge his 
Diſappointment, and at the ſame Time to turn Sir 
Harry's Thoughts from Lady Lurewell, he recom- 
mends that young Beauty to him as a Miſtreſs, tells 


him that Lady Darling her Mother, and a Baronet's 


Widow, only paſſes for ſuch, and is in Reality a 
Bawd: That tw-enty or thirty Pieces will procure him 
all the Liberties he can deſire ; then gives him a 
Letter of Recommendation to the old Lady; which 


Sir Harry joyfully accepts, and goes immediately | to 
try the Strength of it. | 


Angelica had never told her Mother the baſe De- 
ſigns of Vixard on her Virtue, and that Lady, de- 
ceived by his ſpecious Pretences believed him what he 


: ſeemed, fo that on receiving the Letter by Sir Harry 


ſhe made no Difficulty of leaving him alone with 
her Daughter: He behaves: to her in a gay looſe. 


Manner, offers her twenty Pieces, ſhe takes him to be 


mad, and flings from him with Indignation: : He 
imagines her Anger is occaſioned by not having bid 


up. to her Price, and having no more about him 
leaves the Houle, defi igning to return with a better 
Preſent, 

Col. Srandard in 3 mean Time goes to Lady 
Lurewell, expreſſes his Uneaſineſs at Sir Harry's Diſ- 


* * 


courſe; ſhe aſſures him that he is her Averſion, and to 


I | confirm 


> 
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* m Lit, Lives the Colonel a Packet of Letters, ſhe. 


{13% 


has formerly received from him, and deſires he will 
return them to him, with her. Requeſt of never hears: 
ing from him more; but at the ſame Time Hips. n 
little Note among them, wherein ſhe acquaints im 
with her Lodgings, and gives him the moſt obliging. 
Invitation, The Colonel little ſuſpecting the Deceit, 
hurries to Sir Harry, and with an Air of Triumph 
delivers him the Packet and the Meſſage. Sir 
Harry preſently finds the Direction, and both theſe 
Rivals _ believing himſelf the happy Man laughs ; at. 
the other, Sir Harry afterwards. tells 7izard the 
whole Affair, who, on hearing the Colonel is a Pre- 
tender to Lady Lurecuell, reſolves to heighten the 
Matter to a Quarrel, that by one being kilbd, and 


the other hang'd, he may get rid of his two moſt for- 


midable Rivals. Accordingly he goes to Standard, 
informs him of all he has heard from Sir Harjy, Aut 
the Colonel enraged to have been 10 much Wale 
ſends him a Challenge. 

The gay Temper of Sir Hi not ſuffering hilt to. : 
be engroſſed by one Woman, he flies immediately to 
Lurewel!'s Lodgings, ſhe ſeems overjoyed to ſee kim, 
but at the ſame Time accuſes him of f 1e fraudulent | 
Dealings with Smugg/pr, who is in the next Room; 
he beats him ſeverely without telling him "the Occa- 5 


ſton, and a Pocket · book dropping out of the old 


Fellow's Pocket in the Fray, Lurenbbll takes it up 5 
unſeen by him, and makes her own Uſe of it after- 


_ wards. Wildair having by this Means drove away 


Smugeler would fain obtain ſomething more from his | : 


Miſtreſs than kind Words but finding mw Rhetorick | 
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thrown away, haſtens to Angelica, whom he imagines 


aà more eaſy. Conqueſt. In this Suppoſition he makes | 
that Lady a fecond Viſit, and offers her fifty Guineas, 


the: is more incenſed than before, and leaves the 


Room: Vixard comes in the ſame Moment, promiſes 
to make his Peace with her, and tells him Colonel 


Standard waits toſpeak with him in the Piazea. But. 
that Gentleman having ſent a Challenge to Sir Harry 


goes to upbraid Lurewel/ with her Falſeneſs: As he 


comes up the Street he ſees her in the Balcony co- 
quetting with Clincher; on Sight of him ſhe bethinks 


herſelf how to conceal Clincher, and the Porter whom 
Standard has ſent to Sir Harry coming to look for him 


there, ſhe obliges him to change Cloaths with G/in- 
cher, whom ſhe ſends down Stairs, and puts the Porter 
in the next Room. When Standard comes in, ſhe 
prevents what he defigned to ſay to her by reproach- 


ing him firſt, as having told Sir Harry where ſhe 
lived, 


hen calls the Porter out, and bids him begone, 
ed the Colonel he was ſent by Sir Harry. The 
e of this Fellow habited like Clincher, 
makes Standard believe he has wronged her in one 
Part of his. Suſpicions; and as to Sir Harry, he now 
thinks him doubly baſe in having pretended he re. 
ceived Intelligence where ſhe lived from him: He 


| begs pardon of Lurewell, and goes to call his Rival 


to account; in the Way he meets with CMinober, 
whom he' takes to be the Porter, who carried the | 
Challenge: He asks him what Anſwer, and the other 
being able to return none, is N beaten 1 _ 
re Colonel. 
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- Sir Harry and Standard ſoon after meet, but the 


Baronet refuſes to fight, ſwears no Woman is worth 


the Life of a brave Man, and after ſome Diſcourſe 
they diſcover Vixard has been the Incendiary, and 

that Lurewell jilts them both. Mildair to prove ſlis 
receives Preſents from him, takes a Ring from Stan- 


dard to give to her, and the other promiſes to be 


convinced of the Truth of all * mu bp he 2 it 
on her Finger.. + 290% 
While the two ela are has 8 for 


the Detection of this Lady's Fraud,  C/incher and the 


Porter are both carried to Newgate, on Suſpicion of 
having murdered each other: Old Smuggler is ſoon 
after ſent to bear them Company, by the Contrivance 


| of Lady Lureabell. Under Pretence of | making him 


Amends for the late Beating he received from Sir 
Harry, ſhe invites him to paſs the Night with her 5 
but to prevent the Servants from cenſuring her Con- 
duct he is to come in Womens Cloaths: She orders /7- 
xard alſo to wait on her at the ſame Hour: They are 
both punctual, hut the Alderman is firſt ; on Vixard's 
knocking at the Door he is ſhut. into à Cloſet, * 
then LyarewelPs Maid lets in Vixard, tells him her 


5 Lady will receive him in the Dark, and puts him 
into the ſame Cloſet; where miſtaking his Uncle for 
| the Lady, he makes his Courtſhip, and rails againſt 


him to himſelf. On the Glimpſe of a diſtant Light, 
and Servants approaching, Yizard ſneaks out, but 
Smuggler keeps cloſe ; the Butler who has loſt ſome 


Silver Spoons, perceives him, and ſearching his 


Cloaths finds two Spoons, which LurewelPs Maid has 
„ : conveyed 
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conveyed into his Pockets. On this he is carried | 
before a Juſtice, and ſo to Newgate. | 

| After Sir Harry has preſented the Ring to Lay 
Zee he goes a third Time to Amelica, who 
fill runs in his Head: He now makes her an 
Offer of an Hundred Guineas: Theſe repeated Af. 
fronts provoke both her and her Mother and having 


- argued the Affair with him they ſhew him Vixard's 


Letter, which recommended him as a Husband wor- 
thy of the young Lady. Sir Harry, on finding her 
a Woman of real Quality and Virtue, changes the 
Manner of his e and ſhe Conſents to marry 


him. 


La K Wer acbepted of the Ring, "7 
a has Time to examine the Motto, than ſhe 


| knows it to be the fame ſhe gave to the dear Ruiner 


of her Virgin Innocence; not doubting but Sir 
Harry is the Perſon, ſhe flies to Angelica's, chal. 
lenges his Promiſe of marrying her, and upbraids 
his Intentions of becoming the Husband of any 


other Woman: He is not able to comprehend her 


Meaning, and leaving her to vent her Rage alone, 


ſends Colonel Standard to reproach her in his turn 


for accepting the Ring, which he acknowledges for 
his own, and lent to the other to make a Trial 
of her Temper. By his Diſcourſe, and the Anſwers 
ſhe makes, they diſcover each other, and are mutually 
tranſported to meet after ſo long an Abſence. She 
now no longer has any Pique to Mankind, and 

Standard forgives the Effects of her Reſentment, ſince 


| afted for his Sake. Wildair and Standard reſume 


their former F riendihip ; Clincher and the Porter are 


ſet © 


7 5 drops. 8 


J 


| tes at Liberty, on the Miftake being unravelled : Smage 
Er is bailed, and threatens Revenge on Lurewe!ll for 


the Trick ſhe has put upon him; but ſhe ſoon: ſtops 


his Mouth with Papers found in his Poclet-Book, 


giving an Account of his Clandeſtine Dealings . 
Trade, and he is compelled to forgive all and de- 
liver up her Writings. Aſter Which the Curtain 


COUNTRY WIFE, 
A C 0 M E D Tx! 
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By Mr. W cas W 


HAT this Play ſtill continues to be ated, 
maſt certainly be more owing to the Wit and 
Gayety of the Diction, than to any ſurpriſing Turns 
in the Plot, Beauty of the Cataſtrophe, or Morality 
in the Deſign, ſince it is ſo deficient in them all, as to 
make it be juſtly looked upon as one of thoſe En- 
tertainments which divert ſome 1 but are r 
from being an Improvement to any, _ 

Mr. Pinchæauiſe, a reformed Rake, FE by con- 
n TRA with ill Women, had a bad Opinion 
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mJ 
of all, marries a young, beautiful, but very filly 
Country Lady, imagining himſelf more ſecure by 
her Simplicity, than he could be by the Virtue of 
the moſt prudent of her Sex. A Treaty of Mar- 
riage being on Foot between his Siſter Alithe and 
Mr. Sparkiſh, he is obliged to come to London to alli ſt 
at the Ceremony, and pay her Fortune, which has 
been in his Hands ever ſince the Death of their 
Father. He is now in the greateſt Dilemma, he 
fears the Gayeties of Londun may corrupt his Wife, 
and he fears what may happen if he leaves her be- 
"hind him: At length the Thoughts' of keeping her 
© under his own Eye prevail; he brings her to Town, 
but neither ſuffers her to go out of Doors without 
him, nor ſee any Company at Home. The News 


[© of his Arrival no ſooner reaches his former Com- 
panions than they all flock about him, wiſh him 


SARI. > 
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Joy, and 'deſire”t6 pay their Complements to his 
Lady; but he refuſes them all, and by his over Cau- 


tion the more excites their Curioſity. Horner, Do- 
rilant, and Harcourt are among the moſt intimate 
of his Friends; but as he knows them to be all 
Men of Pleaſüre, he conceals his beautiful Conſort 
more carefully from none than from them. 
Horner, placing his whole Felicity in the Love of 
Women, has taken ſuch Meaſures: to get into their 
Company, as he imagines will be effectual to blind 
the moſt Jealous. Husband or Lover; it being pub- 
lickly known that he had once an ill Diſtemper, he 
bribes a quack Doctor to give out that he ſuffered Emaſ- 
culation in the Cure, and was now as errant an Eunuch 
as thoſe in the Grand Tar#'s Seraglio. This Report 
5 8 25 being 


[m9] 


being whiſpered as a Secret to every one, ſoon bein 
the general Topick of Converſation amongſt all that 
knew him; and thoſe, who before would not have 
ſuffered him to dine at the Table with any of their 
Female Relations, now. court his Company, and are 
never ſo well pleaſed as when they prevail with him 
to ſtay with their Wives and Daughters in their Ab- 
ſence, judging that as he cannot prejudice them him- 
ſelf, he will, out of meer Envy prevent others 
from doing it. Sir Faſper Fidget, the moſt jealous 
Coxcomb in the World, never goes out of Doors 
with a ſatisfied Mind, unleſs he leaves Horner with 
his Lady, and a young unmarried. Siſter, Old Lady 
Sgucamiſb, who fears the Purity of her Grand-daugh- 
ter will be corrupted with the very Breath of a 
Man, tho? at an hundred Yards Diſtance, ſuffers 
Mr. Horner to Squire her where ever he pleaſes ; but 
all theſe Examples have no Influence on Pinchauiſe: 
He believes not one Word of the ſuppoſed: Accident ; 
and when he hears that he has happened to ice 
his Wife at the Play, reſolves. not to let her ſtir 
abroad any more during their Stay in Londons. 
That he may be gone as ſoon as poſſible from a 
Place which gives him ſo much Apprehenſion, he 
orders the Lawyer to be ſpeedy in drawing up the 
Marriage Settlement, and a Day is fix d for the Ce- 


remony. But the intended Bridegroom bringing 


Harcourt to ſee his Miſtreſs, that Gentleman falls 
paſſionately in Love with her; nor is ſhe diſpleaſed 
with his Perſon and Converſation; however, as Things 
have gone ſo far between her and Spariiſb, ſhe judges 
= IO be diſhonourable in her to break off, and 
36585 E 4 c When : 
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When he declares his Affection, hs; 4t- by all. the | 
Means in her Power; nay, goes ſo far as to acquaint 
Sparliſb with it, who being more a Beau than a 


Lover, takes it all for Gallantry, and gives Harcourt 
more Opportunity than N to nn his 4 


dreſſes. . > 


Poor Mrs. 8 8 is all this while "IS 55 


ſurly Husband to let her go abroad and ſee the Shows, 


and the Walks, and the Signs, and all the fine Things 


| ſhe has heard of in London ; but he is not to be pre- 


vailed on, till wearied with her Importunities, he at 
length finds out a Way to comply with her Deſires, 
and at the ſame Time ſecure his own Honour. He 
obliges her to put on Mens Cloaths, and thus diſ- 
guiſed and accompanied by his Siſter, carries her to 
walk in the New Exchange : Horner, Derilant, Sar. 
dig, and Harcourt, happen to be there at the ſame 
Time; and Sparkiſh thinking that Alitbea is angry 
with Harcourt, joins Company, and will needs make 
them Friends ; after which he takes his Leave of them, 


and Harcourt renews his Courtſhip, Horner is 


charm'd with the Beauty of the ſeeming Boy Pinch. 
avife has with him; and being told it is his Wife's 


Brother, will needs entertain him for the Sake of his 


pretty Siſter. Pinchwife loſes all Patience, and runs out 
to get a Coach : Horner takes the Opportunity of his 
Abſence, to draw Mrs. Pinchovife, away from the 
Company, while Harcourt prevents: Alitbea from fol- 


; owing them, and Dorilant holds Luq the Maid. 
| Pinchwife, on his Return, is almoſt diſtracted to find 


his Wife gone, and is hurrying away in ſearch of ber, | 


wh the comes back loaded with Oranges and Sweet-. 
meats 


—— 


—— — U—Uͤ—U— — 1 . 


t ? 
meats given hw by 20h The Rage and Jealcußy | 
of this perplexed Husband are now arrived' at their 


utmoſt Height; but he conceals his Reſentments till 
he gets Home; and then, not doubting but Horner 


knew it was ſhe, makes her write x Letter to kim 


full of Contempt and Deteſtation. The poor Inno- 
cent expreſſes the greateſt Reluctanee at writing to 


him in this Manner, and with her natural Simpli- 


city confeſſes ſhe thinks him the fineſt Man ſhe ever 
faw ; but her Husband commands, and ſhe muſt obey = 
When ſhe has concluded, Pinchæuiſe goes to fetch 


Wax, and in the mean Time Love taught her an. 
Artifice none would have ſuſpected her of: She writes 


another Letter as kind as the former was ſevere, and 


having folded it up in the ſame Manner as the other, 
gives it her Husband to ſeal ag ; who. Carries it him- 
ſelf to Horner. © | 
The Day for Alithea' 8 Wedding Nat arrived, 
Harcourt can think of no Expedient for deferring it 
but by playing the Chaplain himſelf. He recom- 


| mends a Brother of his, whom he ſays is in Orders, 
to. Mr. Sparkiſh, and entreats he may have the He: 


nour of joining their Hands. The Bridegroom con- 


ſents, and Harcourt leaves him in order to ſend his 


Brother, as he ſays, but returns himſelf in a Canoni- 
cal Habit. Spartiſs is eaſily deceived, but Alithees 
immediately knows him, and refuſes to be married 
by him; but Sparliſb inſiſts upon it; and ſhe now be- 
ginning to deſpiſe the Folly and Obſtinacy of her in- 


' tended | Husband, at laſt conſents, to fee how far the 
other will purſue his Plot, who pronounces but Half 


the Ceremony, and chuſes that Fart of it which he 
| > . knows 


of her Husband, and alſo by his Means come at her 


and Horner, he reſolves to carry her to him, and o- 


_ Queſtions, and give her Leave to wear a Mask, ſhe 


1 82 ] 
knows will not fland good in Law. Alithea more 
pleaſed, than ſhe her ſelf approves, with the Wit of 
her new Lover, and vex'd at the Stupidity of Spar- 
4b, flings from them both and goes a Viſiting. ' 
In the mean Time, Mrs. Pinchwife, impatient to 
be with Mr. Horner, begins a Letter to him; entreat- | 
ing him to take her from the Arms of a Man the 
loaths: In this Employment ſhe is ſurprized by her 
Husband, who ſeeing what ſhe has wrote, draws his 
Sword, and ſwears to put an End to her Liſe that 
Moment; but the ſudden coming in of Spartiſs o- 
bliges him to ſmother his Reſentment; he ſhuts her 
into a Cloſet till he gets rid of Spar#6 ; and Lucy 
having an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her through 
the Door, inſtructs her how ſhe may avoid the Rage 


| Lover. She tells him it was Althea who made her 
write the Letter; that in Caſe Mr. Horner ſhould 
5 her proffer'd Paſſion, he might not have it in 
his Power to expoſe her by producing any Proof of it 
under her Hand. Horner having teſtified Tome Con- 
cern to Pinchwife, at hearing his Siſter was to be 
married that Morning to Spark;/, confirms him 
of the Truth of what is told him by his Wife, and 
© believing that there is an Intreague between that Lady 


blige him to repair the Injury by marrying her, as 
| the has ſaid, the Ceremony with Spar456 was inva- 
lid. He therefore calls for her, but his Wife tells 
him, her Modeſty will not permit her to appear be- 
fore him ; but if he will promiſe not to ask her any 


will 


wy 
will readily. be conducted by him where- ever he ner 
ſes; he yields to this, and Mrs. Pinchavife going into | 


the next Room, as to ſend her to him, flips on a 


Gown. of that Lady's, and a Mask; on which he 


takes her by the Hand and leads her to Horner's Lodg- 
ings. That Gentleman is ſtrangely ſurprized to ſe: 


a Woman introduced to him by Pinchwife, to heat 
him ſay ſhe is a Relation, that he expects he ſhould 
marry her, and that he will return immediately with 

a Parſon, . Tis however to be ſuppoſed that the Lady 
and he come to an e as ſoon as the Huſ- 


band is gone. 


 Pinchwift, as | i het is ; going for : a Parſon, happening g 


| to meet Sparkifs, acquaints him with the imaginary _ 
| Paſſion Alitbea has for Horner, which the other not 
readily believing, he bids him go to that Gentleman's 
Apartment, where he will be convinced by s - 


her with him 
.. Convinced - by. the Aﬀleverations "of his Friend, 


; Spark reſolves to go to Horner 8, and reproach her 0 
_ Infidelity ;+in, his Way he meets her coming home : 
from her Viſit, and accoſts her with the moſt rude 
and indecent Language; then without waiting for hey 
_ Anſwer, leaves her. This Treatment makes "her 
now rejoice ſhe has been married to him but in jeſt, 


and reſolves to give her ſelf to Harcourt, whoſe inge- 
nious Delay of her intended N uptials, has giyen her 


an Opportunity of Fang. into the Humour of 
Sparbiſs. 


Mrs. Pinchewife has all this while lle . 


055 of her dear Horner's Company: Sir Faſper Fidget 
bas. les a ee ang Hon after e : 


| ; cCrifcce of his Reſentment ; but Lucy falls at his Feet, 


WIS! 


Mrs. Dainty Fidget, the Siſter, and- Miſs Squeaniifs 
follow; theſe Ladies are diverting themſelves with 
him in all the Pleaſures that can indulge the moſt 
looſe and abandon'd Inclinations; and our poor Coun- 
try Wife is ſhut up in a Cloſet alone, with no other 
Conſolation than the Hope Mr. Horner will not re- 
turn her to her Husband; but even that ſoon vaniſhes, 
When on hearing Mr. Pinchawife is at the Door, he 
would fain perſuade her to. ſlip out the back Way, 
and be at Home before him. During the Argument 
he comes up Stairs, and. the i is N to return to her 
Concealment. | 
Pincbæbi ife had ſome en or 1 met 3 
5 50 he imagines has changed her Dreſs ſince he 
conducted her to Horner's, nor will be perſuaded that 
it was any other than her ſelf he leſt with him: He 
has now procured a Parſon; and brings Sparky, 
Harcourt, and Lucy, to be Witneſſes of the Marriage: 
Alithea, who cannot comprehend the Meaning of his 
Diſcourſe, ſuppoſes her Honour has been aſpers'd by 
ſome. malicious Tongues, and is very much enraged: 
Pinchwife inſiſts on her being married to Horner, and 
they all look on one another with the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation, till Pirchwife lays his Hand on his Sword, 
and threatens that Horner ſhall expiate the Wrong 
done to his Family with his Life; on which Mrs. 
Pinchwife comes from the Cloſet and runs between 
her Husband and Gallant : The Sight of her in 
Alithea's Cloaths unfolds Part of the Myſtery ; the 
. enraged Husband is going to make his Wife the Sa- 


entreats Forgiveneſs, and aſſures him it was her ſelf 
„„ chat 


Cone or Dane to his Life 8 End. 7 21109 | 
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tam. . 
thif put Mrs. Pinch ife on telling all theſe Lies, fr 
no other Reaſon than to break off her Lady's Match 


with Mr. Sparkiþ : Horner proteſts the Innocence of 


Mrs. Pinchwife; and Sir Faſper, Lady Fidget, Mrs! 
Dainty, Lady Squeamifh, and Miſs Squeamiſs coming 
in that Moment, and confirming the Truth of the, 
Report, concerning his Incapacity of injuring the 
Honour of any Woman, Pinchrwife grows more 


| calm, though in his Heart he is ſtill far from believ- i 
ing it; but conſidering the Ignorance and Simplicity _ 


of his Wife, and-that he brought her hither e 
he judges it moſt prudent to ſtifle his Diſquiet. 


Alithea gives her Hand to Harcourt, and the Play & 
Ends without any Detection of Horner's Deceit, who | 


for ought we know, may go on in an uninterr 
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FTE R the Deſtruction of ant the Royat 
Captives being divided by Lot among the Gre- 

cian Princes; Andromache, Widow of Hector, with 
her young Son Aflyanax, fell to the Share of Pyrrhus, + 


L 2 

King of Epirus. This Prince was contracted to Her- 
miane, Daughter of Menelaus King of Sparta; ſhe 
war ink to his Court, all Things were ready for the 
Celebration of their Nuptials; and every Day gave 
Epechions that the next would ſee the Performance 
of them; but his Soul being fired with an unhappy 
Paſſion for Andromache, made him ſtill find Pretences 
for Delay, though without receiving the leaſt Encou- 

from that truly diſconſolate Widow. - 

The Greeks in the mean Time, 1 
Wonders they had ſeen performd by Hector, begin to 
conceive Apprehenſions of what might be hereafter 
attempted by his Son; therefore diſpatch an Ambaſ- 
ſador to Eyrrbus, to oblige him to deſtroy the Child, 
or hear himſelf declared the Enemy of Greece; and 

that this Determination may have the greater Weight, 
no leſs a Perſon than Oreftes, the Son of AMamemnen, 
is deputed in that Character, which he readily under- 
takes for e eee ee eee with un 
he has long been paſſionately in Love.” + 7 
The Arrival of this Prinee at the Court of Epirus, 
and his meeting with his Friend Pyladet there, 'whom 
he had not _y_ a bree e eee bee the 
Puy. | 
The Character of Pyrrbus is Num anne to 
that which Homer has given us of his Father Achilles, 
raſh; vain - glorious, impetuous, and diſdainful of Con- 
troul: When Ore; delivers the Purport of his Em- 
| ay; he expreſſes a Contempt of the Greeks, for en- 
tttertaining any Fears of what may happen from the 

Remains of Hector, but much more for any Menaces 

from 1 8 J he . refuſes their Requeſt, ³ 

| | and | 


A, 
7 
li 
+ £C 
i 
1: 
„ 
g } 
"1 
i 
1 1 
, 
1 
* 5 a. 
if 
3 
* 
* 
1 
14 
. 
. 
1 
5 
N 
15 
1 
\ 444 
1 an 
ts 
b 
Ti 
SS 
4 
\ 
J i 
45 
: 
a , 
Ba 
« a 
£ * 
14 
17 55 
2 374 
= _- 
£53 
N Me 
$3868 
. 
5 
Ht 24 
7 
1 
1 
127 3 
os 7 
FS 
7. s 1 
* 1 
gt * . 
1 
17 
3K 
= P 
+ : 
1 
4 
21 
LE 
775 
1199 2 
34; 
. 
7 
: 1 
1 
"RL + 
! 
1 
. 
1 1 
* Th 
* 2 4 
4 1 - 
$.+.1 | 
$58 7 
. a 
— oF") \ 
n 
1 4 
9 
5 
8 1 
! 
3 F 
13 ; 
| - 2 
7 5 
1 = 
q = > 
= 2 
F; 
ut + 
Ws \. 
. ' 
* 
"T5 © 
"_ - 
*: a] 
, 1 
{ts 
- 
*'3 
i 
= 
7 


8 a 8 — - * - 2 4 
— — r A IR £ IT 2 Pm 
— EY 2 — ? = * — r 8 * 
, Ja ra 1 a A _ 


1 65 1 


and lets de Son of Agamemnes know he may depart, 


as ſoon as he pleaſes, with this final Anſwer. 
Nothing could be MTA eee 
Oreſter, than this Behaviour in the King; he now] 


flatters himſelf. that the Greets will be diſohlig d; the 


Marriage with Hermione broke off, and that Princeſs. 
be recalbd to Sparta. | His Hopes are yet more in- 
dulg'd, when ſhe acquaints him that ſhe has receiv'd, 
a Command from Mere/aus, to embark with him if 
Aſtyanax' is not delivered up; but all theſe pleaſing, 
Expectations vaniſh when they ſeem moſt near Accom- 
pliſhment. 

Pyrrhus making x a beet to 3 of pre- 
ſerving her Son, and demanding her Love as the Re- 


compence of his Service, that afflicted Queen anſwers 


his Offers in ſo cold a Manner, as entirely changes 
his former Reſolution ; and meeting Oreſtes immedi- 
ately - after, excuſes himſelf, as not having ſufficiently 


| weighed the Greets Demand in their laſt Converſa- 


tion; ſays he now allows the Juſtice of it, will 
yield Afyanax, Eſpouſe Hermione without Delay, 
and deſires Oreftes to inform her of it, and to Per- 
ſonate her Father in giving him her Hand,  _ 

The Diſpair of Oreſtes is now beyond all 8 
he thinks of nothing but Death, reſolves to return 
no more from Epirus, till invigorated by the Counſels 
of his Friend Pylades, they form a. Plot to carry off 
Hermione by Stealth. That Princeſs, who loves 
Pyrrhus with an Extremity of Paſſion, is tranſported 


at this unhoped for Alteration in his Sentiments; and 


Andromache gives her whole Soul a Prey to the moſt 
conſummate Grief; She ſollicits her triumphant Rival 
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in Behalf of the By 'd Aftyanaz, but receives no 


Conſolation, ' nor the leaſt Proſpect of Relief, till : 


perſuaded by her Confident Cephiſa, ſhe throws her- 


ſelf at Pyrrhus's Feet, entreating him to revoke his 
Sentence, and vowing not to ontlive the Execution of 
it. On ſeeing her, and hearing her Complaints, : 


5 oh King relapſes into his former Paſſion, is able to 


refuſe her nothing; but diſſembling the Exceſs of his 
Tenderneſs, makes the Price of her Son's Redemp- 
tion, her Conſent to marry him, which ſhe at length 
grants ; but at the ſame Time ſecretly reſolves, that 


_ as" ſoon as the Nuptials are performed, and her Son 


aſſured of Protection, to put an End to her Life, and 
avoid yielding her ſelf to any ſecond Bed. T. 
Hermione at this News is all Diſtraction and Fury, 


the Wrong done to her Love, the Indignity to her 


Charms operates ſo ſtrongly on her haughty Na: 


ture, that Revenge is all ſhe now defires : She ſends 


for Oreftes, ſhe begs, ſhe commands him to aſſiſt in 
her Defig igns, ſhe Tooths his Lo, ſhe 8 bim | 
in the Tem ple, where he v was Sone t to be married to 
Hndrogacbe. = 


* Oreftes having nadie” this dreadful Com mil, 


ion, aſſembles all his Friends, and ſeconded by the 


Spartans of Hermione's Train, goes to the Temple, 
where he finds it no difficult Matter to perform his 
Promiſe, the greateſt Part of Pyrrhus s Guards being 
placed about 4fyanax. The unhappy Prince was 
murdzr'd at the Foot of the Altar, in the very Mo- 
ment he was giving Andromache his Hand. The 


cruel Deed | * haſtens to Her- 


mi one, 


| Buſineſs of this NES and celebrated Play. 


none, informs her that her G are obeyed, and 
demands her Promiſe of embarking. with him for 


Sparta : But the Princeſs, inſtead of approving What 
ſhe had with ſo many Threats, Prayers, and Pro- 


miſes inforced, upbraids the horrid Action, calls him 


a2 Murderer, a vile Aſlaſſin, declares her Hate to him, 


her Love to Pyrrhus; and meeting the Body of that 
laughter'd. Prince, plunges a Dagger into her Bo- 
ſom, and teſtifies ſhe had no leſs a Share of Tender- 
neſs for his. Perſon, than of Rage for his Indifte- 
eG 

Oreſtes confuſed, aſtoniſh'd at ths: 8 * 
has received from a Perſon Who alone could have had | 
Power to urge him to a Deed like what he had juſt 
been guilty of, is quite ſtupified, and wholly regard- 


| lefs of his own Safety; but when Pylades acquaints 


him with the Death of Hermione, he. loſes the Uſe. 
of his Reaſon entirely, and falls into the moſt terrible 
Ravings that Grief, Remorſe and Horror ever ex- 
cited. Auch omac he being proclaimed Queen, and. 
vowing Revenge on the Murderers of Pyr1hus, the 
faithful Pylades forces his wretched Friend on board 
the Veſſel which had brought him on this fatal Em- 


baily ; and the ſecure Protection the State of E pirus 


now affords to Hector's Son and Widow, finiſhes the, 
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y Mabamet, and Muley Moluch, two Deſeen- 
dants of the ſame Family of the Keri, equal- 


Joy cdl a Right to fit upon the Throne of Har- 


" bary: Aﬀer a long Conteſt, the Arms of the latter 
Prevailed: Muley Mahumet, with Zaida his Queen, 


and young Son, took Refuge in the Court of Spain, 


. where at that Tine Juan King of Portagal was a | 
; Gueſt. 


Manly Bravery ſhining through a moſt PD 


Perſon in the Royal Portuguzzz, and all the ſofter 
Charnis of Womanhood in the beautiful Zaide, foon 
made them the Object of each other's Wiſhes ; too 


Sz : 
> - — 


much they yielded to the warm Impulſe, and a 
aer was the Product of their guilty Paſſion : 
Vet with ſuch Qution did they manage their Love, 
chat it was not in the leaſt ſuſpected by any but A 
warez, a Nobleman of Fuar's Train, who was the 

| | Conki- 


— © 
| Confident. When National Affairs required the King 
of Portugals Return H ome, and they were obliged 
to ſeparate, he ordered this Avareæ to procure two 
Rings to be made, which ſhould perpetuate the Me- 
mory of each to the other, without betraying the ge- 
cret to any beſide. Theſe Memorandums, fo fatal 
afterwards to their Poſterity, were contrived with 
Joints ſo as to claſp together, or when aſunder, to 
open by imperceptible Springs, and diſcloſe a Heart 
ſplit in two Parts; that which was left with the 
Aueen had Juan engraved on it; that reſerved by 
| Tuan for himſelf, had Zaida. In fine they parted, 
and in ſome Years after, Muley Mahumet dying, the 
| Widowed Queen ſent her Son and Daughter to Porta- 
gal, to implore her Royal Lover's Aſſiſtance for the 
regaining Barbary from Muley Maluch; he readily 
agreed to this Demand, but Death put a Stop to the 
Execution of his Deſigns 3 with his laſt Breath, how- 
ever, he enjained Don Sebaftiar, his Son and Succeſ- 
ſor, to undertake the Expedition; but he needed not 
ſo preſſing a Command; the Eyes of Almeyda, for ſo 
was the young Princeſs called, had already left him 
no other Will, than that of ſeeing her. He raiſed 
a great Army and invaded the Territories of Muley 
Moluch; but the Forces of the Barbarian. were d 
numerous; the Brother of A/meyda was ſlain in Battle, 
and her ſelf, with Don Sebaſtian, Antonio, Abvarts, 
and a great Number of Noble Portugueze were made 
Priſoners, and brought to Alcaxar, where Mule 
Moluch then reſided ; and is the Scene of Action du- 


ring the whole Play, which is AS to. cs im- 
wee after ee, e ws! 


The 


HL c 92 2 

The chief . of this Court, at leaſt thoſe who 
are any way conducive to the Buſineſs of the Tra- 
gedy, are Muley Moluch the King, Muley Zeiden his 
Brother, Benducar his firſt Miniſter, the Mufti, and 
Dorax, a gallant Portuguexe Reneg ado, and Gover- 
nor of Alcazar ; but becauſe this laſt has a Part pe- 
culiarty intereſting to an Audience, tis fit I ſhould a 
little prepoſſeſs my Reader alſo in his Fayour, by 
giving ſome Sketches of his Character, and the Mo- 
tives which induced kim to renounce all eat Ee 
was dear to him. 

He was called Pn is mY the Nobleſt Blood 
in Portugal, yet all the Honours he derived from An- 
ceſtry, were ſhort of what his Perſonal Bravery ac- 
quired him: He was deliberate in Council, bold in 
Action, loyal, open, generous, and fincere ; but as 
an Alloy to his Virtues, he was fierce, haughty, and 
unforgiving: The Natural Warmth of his Temper 
was yet render'd more warm by Love, and being de- 
nied the Gratification of his Wiſhes by the King, 
whoſe Ward the fair Inſpirer of them was, he grew 
ſo far tranſported that he drew his Sword even in the 
Sight of Majeſty, on the Perſon for whoſe Sake he 
had been refuſed : On which, his Sovereign think- 
ing himſelf affronted in this Action, ſpurn'd him 
from his Preſence, and forced the Lady to marry with 
his more favoured: Rival. Diſgrac'd thus in his Ser- 
vices, undone in his Love, his native Country now 
ſeem'd a Hell, and all his former Friends ſo many 
Furies, which reminded him of his loſt Condition: 
Diſpair and Rage left not the leaſt Room for cool 
Reflection; he went in the immediate Anguiſh of his 


s 
is l 
wy 
14 
ö 
2 
N 
|| 
2 
i 6 
i. 
i \ 
1.4 
4.8 
1 
4 i 


3 _ 


TT 
Soul among the Juri, embraced their Religion, and 
without | conſidering the Conſequence, either as here, 
or hereafter, e at once his King, yu aue 
and his God. x; 

He was 8 at hes Court: of Bakery avich the 
utmoſt Joy, all the great Men ſeem'd to outvie each 
other in their Compliments to this Illuſtrious Rene 

gado ; ; but none more than Benducar: Not that he 
really valued Merit for its own Sake, but he was 4 
| firſt Miniſter, and ſtood fo near the Throne, that his 
Ambition prompted him with the Hopes of one Day 
ſtepping into it; it was therefore his Intereſt to _ 
to his Party, if poſſible, Men of this Character. 

_ Alonzo, who muſt hereafter be difinguiſhed dy 

the Name of Dorax, anſwered their Congratulations 
with a cold Civility: His Love and his Revenge un- 
fatiated, which this Natural Sincerity would not ſuf- 
fer him to conceal, left ſuch a ſullen Cloud upon his 
Brow, that all the Honours heap'd upon him had not 
the Power to diſſipate. On the Invaſion: Don Seba- 
fian made in the Behalf of A/meyzda and her Bro- 
| ther, he appear'd ſomewhat. chear'd, hoping in the 
Battle either to flay or be ſlain by that young Hero; 
but Chance ſtill keeping them aſunder, he relaps'd 
into his former Gloomineſs of Mind. In what Man- 
ner he afterwards thought, and abted, the Ray to 
which I now proceed, ſhall ſet forth. | | 

| Muley Moluch had made a ſolemn Noa in Ds 
ſence of the Mufti, in Caſe he overcome the 
Chriſtians, to ſacrifice three of thoſe whom the Chance 

of War ſhould put into his Hands: Accordingly the 
Captives were brought forth: Don Sebaſtian, Alva- 
PE = . 2 FER 


diſguiſed as to render them undiſtinguiſhable from the 
Reſt. An Urn containing a great Number of Balls, 
of Which three only were black, is brought and 
preſented to the Priſoners, who all except the King 
and his two Nobles approach to take their Lot 
with Fear and Trembling. The fatal Chance, how- 
ever, falls on thoſe heroick Souls; and the little 
Concern they expreſs at it, makes Muly Moluch, 
Who has ſomewhat of Magnanimity in his Nature, 
think one of thoſe brave Spirits a Sacrifice ſuffi- 
cient to be offered. He therefore commands the 
Balls again to be put into the Urn with only one of 
Ebony, that which ſoever of theſe three ſhall draw 
it forth, may ſuffer for his Companions. This is 
Sebaſtians Lot, who, having now no more to manage, 
throws off his Diſguiſe, reſolving not to die beneath 
himſelf. The Graces of his Perſon, his undaunted 
Courage, and the Dignity of his Character makes 
aà wonderful Impreſſion on the Soul of Muley Mo- 
uch: He repeals his Vow, filences the Remon- 
firances of the Mufti, and not only bids his Royal 
_ Captive live, but treats him as his Gueſt, and offers 
him his Friendſhip. As it was the Cuſtom of the 
Barbarians to expoſe their Priſoners to Sale, Dorax 
paid the Sum demanded” for Alvarex, and has him 
conducted to the Caſtle: as one of his own Retinue, 
hoy without diſcovering himſelf to him. 
Aneyda, being unvailed, triumphs in her Turn, 
over her Conqueror: His ſavage Heart a little ſoft- 
ned by his Admiration of Sebaftian is now quite diſ- 
ſolved by the Power of Beauty: He forgets his anci- 


2. | FS ent 


0 3 
a and would gladly ſhare that Crownick 
her which has been ſo long conteſted; but ſhe diſdain. 
fal of his Offers, confeſſes herſelf a Chriſtian; on 
which not daring to marry, that being abſolutely 
againſt their Laws, he reſolves. to gratify his Paſſion 
by leſs. honourable Means; and, if ſhe does not com- 
ply, to have Recourſe to Force: He leaves Sebaſtian, 
however, to perſwade her to the ſormer: Deteſtable 
Injunction to a Prince of the ſtricteſt Principles of 
Honour and Religion! and who beſides loved, and 
was beloved by her with the moſt pure and perfect 
Tenderneſs. Inſtead of wounding her chaſte Ears 
with the Tyrant's Suit, he preſſes her to reward his 
own Paſſion, by marrying him that Moment; to 
which after ſome Scruples ſhe conſents, and one of 
his Chaplains being then a Priſoner, and permitted 
to attend on him, r Fanny eee | 
their Hands are that Evening joined. 

Benducar had uſed all Artifices to ſet the People : 
againſt. Maley Moluch, perſwading them that they 
would receive many Benefits from a Monarch, ſuch 
as Muley Zuden, not that he ever intended any Thing 
in Favour of that Prince; but having no Pretence to 
mount the Throne himſelf, he made Uſe of his more 
popular Name to depoſe the King; which when he 
ſhould have accompliſhed, he doubted not but to find 
Means to put by the Succeflion' of the other. The 

Arrival of A/meyda made him change the Form of 
his Deſign: Her Beauty and equal Pretenſions to the 
Crown rendered her a more formidable Rival to 
Muley Moluch, than his younger Brother could poſſibly 
we W ee, to procure the Imperial 

| Dignity 
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ity for her, and afterwards for Kanal by obliging 


her to mary him. To this End he endeavours to 
gain the Mut and Doraæ to his Intereſt : The former 
is eaſily prevailed upon; but the brave Rennegado 
treats his Diſloyalty as it deſerves, and diſcloſes all 
he has ſaid to the King. Which notwithſtanding i 1s 
without Effect, that artful Traitor having received: his 
Permiſſion to ſound all ſuch of the Courtiers whom he 
had repreſented as diſaffected; and Dorax, inſtead of 
| Thanks, meets with a Rebuke from Muley Moluch. 
As the prying Eyes of this pernicious Stateſman 
11 were ever on the Watch, he immediately diſcovers 
Sebaſtians Marriage with Almeyda; it was therefore 
neceſſary to his Plots that Muley Moluch ſhould reign 
yet a little longer for the Deſtruction of this Rival, 
whoſe Life would otherwiſe have been an indiſſolu- 
ble Bar to the Poſſeſſion of his Wiſhes. He acquaints 
the King with what has happened, on which, as he 
imagined, Sebaſtian is doom'd to Death, and Doraæ ap- 
pointed the Executioner; which Task he ſullenly under - 
takes, but does not mention in what Time he will per- 
form it, upon which Muley Moluch grows enraged, and 
threatens to diſplace him from his Government. Ben- 
ducar thinks this a favourable Criſis to compleat his De- 
ſign; he perſwades the King to feign himſelf content 
with his Behaviour, remonſtrating to him how dange- 
rous it would be to diſoblige him, having a thouſand 
Chriſtian Captives in the Caſtle, and alſo the Love of 
all the A#ican Soldiery, but promiſes to diſpatch him 
ſecretly ; Muley Moluch is pleaſed with the Defign ; 
and ſeeming entirely reconciled, calls for a Bowl of 
| 1 to drown all former Animoſities. Benducar 
8 | mingles 


ter! 

mingles Poiſon in the Cup preſented to Dorax, and 
the Mufti, no leſs Jealous of the Loyalty of this 
gallant Renegado, ſpices it alſo with a no leſs deadly 
Drug. Nothing could be more an Enemy to Life 
than each of theſe Ingredients ; but the one being of a 
Nature exceflive hot, and the other of as great a cold, 
they ſerved only to expel each other, tho' their Ope- 
ration for a Time inflicted the moſt poynant TIE | 
ments. 

Bendaucar i ignorant of whe the Mafti had done, i | 
not in the leaſt doubting but Dorax had diſpatched 
Sebaſtian, and was now himſelf no more, obtained the 
King's Permiſſion to raiſe the Populace, and alfo the 
Command of his Guards to ſeize the Caſtle, on Pre- 
tence that the Friends of Dorax might attempt ſome- 
thing for his Revenge. But the Uſe he made of 
this Power may be a Warning to all Princes not to 
place too much Confidence in any one Man. The 
perfidious Benducar turned the Arms his Sovereign 
had put into his Hands againſt himſelf, who being 
deprived of all Means of Defence fell a Sacrifice 
to the Ambition of this Traitor: Muley Moluch 
dead, he runs to the Apartment of Almeyda, tells 
her what he has done was for the Preſervation of 
her Life and Honour; and that the Throne being 
now at his Diſpoſal, he will declare her Queen, 


on Condition ſhe conſents to ſhare the Royal Dig- 


nity with him. Diſſimulation is now a Virtue in 


this Princeſs, Death, or perhaps a Conſequence 
even more. dreadful to her, muſt have enſued her 


treating this Preſumption as it deſerved : She there- 
fore conceals the Senſe ſhe has of it, and , without 


Vol. : S F | either 


| a to o conduct h her where te People were uber 


together. ® "#5 
But while theſe 1 <roieg were e among 
the great, Antonio allo experienced the odd Viciſſi- 


tudes of Fortune: He had firſt been a Slave to the 


Captain of the Rabble, and was afterwards: bought by 


the Mafti to work in his Garden; where being ſeen 


by Morayma, Daughter to the Mufti, ſhe falls in 

Love with him, and throws a Letter from her Win- 
dow to inform him of her Paſſion, and appoints to 

meet him in a cloſe Walk the ſame Night. Avtonio 
is young and amourous, ſo fails not to be there; but 
Fohayma, Wife to the Muftz, being alſo charmed with 
him, and having ſeen him go into the, Garden ſteals 
down to meet him; he miſtakes her for Morayma, 


and takes her eagerly in his Arms, but being ſoon 
convinced, of his Error, by her Voice, falls entirely 
off from the Warmth of his firſt Addreſs; nor can all 
her Courtſhip reinſpire him with the leaſt Spark of 


Deſire; which ſo incenſes her, that in Revenge ſhe 
cries out a Rape; the Mufti hears and deſcends ; 5. but 
| Antonio, on his Approach, | promiſing  Fohams to 
amend his Conduct, ſhe excuſes him to her Husband. 

After they have left him, Morayma appears, who 
offers to run away with him, and bring with her the 


Value of twelve hundred thouſand Crowns, if he will 


wear to marry her. He readily agrees, but while 
| ſhe goes in to fetch the Treaſure, and Antonio to 
provide Horſes for their Eſcape, the Mufti, not per- 
fectly ſatisfied with his Wife's Behaviour, as to 4»- 
n 3 , in the Habit of a Slave, and 
5 | | walks 
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walls under her Window? Morayma returning, runs 
to her Father, whom ſhe takes for Antonio, and 
puts the Cas ket into his Hands. All is now be- 
trayed ; but Antonio, coming that Moment, ſeizes the 
1 Mufti by the Throat, and is going to bind and gag 
him in an Arbour while they make their Eſcape. 
The Buſtle of this Adventure alarms Fobayma, who 
| ſeeing Antonio and Morayma, and not knowing her 
Husband in that Diſguiſe, calls out to the Servants to 
take Arms, and ſtop ſome Thieves that are in the 
Garden. On the Noiſe Morayma obliges Antonio to 
fly for his Life, and he is no ſooner gone than the 
Servants appear in Starch of the ſuppoſed Villains. 
 Morayma tells them ſhe has found one, preſenting her 
Father to them, who dares not diſcover himſelf for 
Fear of ſcandalizing his F unction, and while they 
are beating him, ſhe runs after | Antonio  with- way 
Carer uneer er Arne, LET UE THEN 
Ailonio having ie e tte Garden, kad — 
Town in an Uproar, and "ſeeing the Captain of the 
Rabble, puts himſelf under his Protection, juſt as 
Benducar according to Aneyda's Requeſt preſents her 
to the People. That Princefs with an admirable Pre- 
fence of Mind, relates to them what Benducar has 
done, the Propofal he has made to her, and her De- 
teſtation of it; z then commits herſelf and Cauſe en- 
tirely to them. Antonio is of great Service to her at 
this critical Juncture by influencing the Captain of 
the Rabble in her Favour ; and Benducar is ſtung to 
the Soul to find * thus circumvented by' a Wo- 
man, 
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[ x60] 
Doitax, in the mean Time being + xecovered. of 


The Agonies of his double Poiſon, convinced of 
the foul Play offered him, ſets: Sebaſtian at. Liberty, 


and both of them at the Head of the Chriſtians, and 


loſt {fticarr well affected to the Noble Renegado, 


ſecure the Citadel, and afterwards haſten to the Mar. 


ket-Place, where they found Almeyda in the Hands of 
the Populace. Twould be too tedious to ſet forth the 
Tranſports of theſe Royal Lovers to ſee each other 
ſafe ; but the firſt Demonſtrations a little over, Seba- 
ian ſeeing himſelf from a Captive; become a Con- 
queror, and in Poſſeſſion of what he valued more 
than Life or Liberty, his dear Alneyda, Kknows- not 
how ſufficiently to expreſs his Thanks toi: Dorax,-to 

hom alone heowes all theſe invaluable Bleflings ; but 
he declines the Gratitude - he offered, and ſays there is 
but one Way to recompence his Service. The King 
entreats to know it, and with à ſolemn Vow aſſures 
him of the Grant, whatever it be. Doraæ then deſires 
all but themſelves may leave the Place, which being 


Ceonmplied with, he diſcovers himſelf to be Ango, re- 


peats his Wrongs, and avows his Purpoſe in ſaving 
him from the Sentence of Muley Malu ch, was only be- 
cauſe his Vengeance had been imperfect, if he had 
fallen by any other Hand, or doomed by any other than 
- himſelf ; then tells him that all the Recompence he de- 
mands is a fair Combat, and that he will accept of, 
nor be ſatisfied with ought elſe.  Sebaftian is ſhockæ dd, 


but at the Remembrance of his Vow, all other Con- 


_ Nderations* ſubſide: They are juſt going to fight, 
When the King mentioning that Rival's Death, for 


f 3 * Dorax draws: back.-his 
Arm 


[ rer ] 

Arm to know in what Manner he fell. The Royal 
Antagoniſt complies, and informs him that he died in 
Battle, and in Defence of him; and withall, that the 
Lady, whoſe Beauty had firſt made them Foes, tho? 
compelled to marry the other, had never yielded to 
ſhare his Bed, but Erd devoted to the Memory of 


Almzo,  - 


This h converts! the late inflexible-Sout 


of our gallant Renegado into Tenderneſs and Re- 
pentance: He | forgets all that ſeem'd Injuſtice to 
himſelf, and owns he has been but too guilty. Se- 
bBaſtian, in his turn, confeſſes he did ill ſo far to 
urge His Nature, and never was a more perfect 
Reconciliation: Every Thing has now the Face ef 
Joy: Merayma, having got fafe to the Caſtle, puts 
herſelf under the Protection of her beloved Antonio: 
Almeyda being proclaimed Queen of Barbary, that 
Realm is to be added, in her Right, to Don Se- 
baftian's Title. Alonzo, to make the King's Hap. 
pineſs compleat, preſents Alvarea to him, whom 
ſince their Captivity he has not ſeen ; but this i in 
tended Bleſſing proves the ſevereſt of all Curſes : 


Alvarez perceiving the great Tenderneſs between 


Sebaſtian and Almeyda; and not knowing they were 
already married, to prevent the Perpetration of 


that Crime, reveals the fatal Secret of the Queen's | 


Birth, and confirms the Truth of what he fays 
by the Rings they wear, and other Evidences too 


ſtrong to be denied: Both are ſeized with an un- 


ſpeakable Diſpair 3 Almeyda ſwoons, Sebaſtian i is go- 
ing to fall upon his Sword, but it is witheld, and 
W F of thoſs 
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violent Emotions, they reſolve to part for ever, and 
to paſs the Remainder of their Days in Penance. 
Sebaſtian retires amon g the Hermits, and Almeyda 

to a Monaſtery in Tercera's. Muley Zeiden is made 
EKing of Barbary 3; Benducar executed for his Tree 
ſons, half the Mufti's T reaſures confiſcated and 


1 to Antonio, who with Morayma returns to Por- 


tugal, as does alſo Albano, in order to reconcile 
himſelf to the Church, and be at laſt happy i in his 
Love. 

That the whole Story of. this Tragedy i 
EQitious, is greatly to the Praiſe of the 1 
ble Author, not only as it eyes a vaſſ Fertility 
of Invention, but alſo affords a Moral neceſſary 
eee ** all . Part #. Bf 
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EIS E —:46 x 9 hs excellent 
_ Romance, which bears the ſame Name, writ- 


ten by Michael Cervantes: The Hero of it is of the 


Mancha in Spain, a Gentleman of good natural Parts, 
and well educated, but has his Brain ſo much turn'd 
by a conſtant Reading of Books of Chivalry, that he 
looks on all the fabulous Stories contained in them 
as real Facts; and burning with Defire to follow 
thoſe glorious Examples, reſolves to ſet up for a 
Knight Errant, and wander through the World in 
Search of Adventures; and having perſwaded a 
poor fooliſh Neighbour of his, called Sancho Pan- 
cba, to leave his Family, and go with him as his 
Squire, they march forth together; the one accou- 
tred in ſome Pieces of old ruſty Armour, and 
mounted on a lean Horſe, and the other on Dap- 
ple his Afs, with a little Wallet for Proviſion. 
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The Play begins with their Entrance into CY 
ſant Fields of Montiel, where a Windmill appearing 
at à Diſtance, Don Quote imagin'd it a Giant, no 
leſs formidable than Briareus with his hundred 8 
Hands, and would needs give a Proof of his Cou- 
frage by encountring it; he draws his Sword, and en. 
dieavours to pierce the Body, but is whisk'd about by 
"the Sails, and mult have had his Neck broke, had 
- he not fortunately been flung into a Fiſh-pond, out 
of which, with ſome difficulty, he got ſafe to an Inn. 
But this Diſaſter making no Abatement in his Frenzy, 
he thought it had fallen on him only becauſe lie ſet 
out unqualified, and had not received the Honour of 
Knighthood; and taking the Inn for a Caſtle, and 
the Hoſt for the Lord of it, deſires in a moſt courtly 
Manner, that he will do him that Favour, The 
«Tnn-keeper being a merry facetious Fellow, humburs 
"His Folly, and prepares every Thing for the * 
Ceremony, according to the Laws of Romances. 

In the mean Time Perez, a Curate of Marche, 
having been inform'd that his Niece Dorothea had 
quitted her Father's Houſe, for the Love of Fernango, 
a young N obleman, who had debauched, and after- 
"wards forſook her, and now lived dif; guiſed: among the 
Shepherds, came to Montiel in ſearch of her.” Nicho- 
"Jas a merry Barber of the ſame Town accompanies 
Him, and as they knew Don Quixote Was there, they 

contrived together how they might bring him back to 
His Houſe, and work, if Poſſible, ſome pe! on 
him. e 
They come to the Inn juſt as Don Duixote f is go- 
ing to be dub d Kni — of the ill-favour'd Face, and 
aſſiſt 
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afif at the Solemnity. Soon aſter, a Funeral, with a 
Proceſſion of Prieſts and Shepherds paſſing by 
the Inn- Door, they all run out to ſee it. This was 
the Body of a young Student, called - Chry/o/tom, who! 
died for Love of Marcella, a beautiful Shepherdeſs of 
thoſe Parts, which was e, to the Graue by 
his dear Friend Ambrafio. 
As they are performing the laſt buns Aj 
cela appears, and, inſtead of expreſſing any Concern, 
triumphs in the Power of her Charms, and laughs _ 
both at the Folly of the Deceas'd, and the Upbraid- 
. Ings of the Living ; at which Ambrafio is ſo incenſed, 
that on her offering to quit the Place, he bids the: | 
Shepherds hold her till he vents: the utmoſt- of his 
Rage in Reproaches ; but Don Quixote looking on 
this as a wonderful Adventure, and worthy of his 
Sword, draws on thoſe who attempted to ſtay her, 
and puts them all to Flight, being n and in no- 
Condition of Defence. _ 

Among the Troop, however, FAS, were e preſent : at: 
this Funeral, Perez ſpied his Niece Dorothea, and. 
bering obliged her to gn the Truth of her Story, 

is beginning to think by what Means he can beſt be 
able to oblige Fernand to perform his Promiſe, when. 
Nicholas informs him; that that Nobleman is juſt a- 
lighted at the Inn-Door, and has brought with him a 
Lady in the Habit of a Nun; on- which Perez 
and Dorothea place themſelves in the next Room to 
which theſe new Gueſts are conducted, the better to 
obſerve their Behaviour. 

This Lady was called Lucinda, ſhe had own . | 


trothed to: C ardenio, the intimate Friend of Fernand, 
"© 5 whos | 


PASS 


who bringing him to viſit her, unhappily made him 


his Rival. Ferzando had ſo little Honour as to ſolicit 


her Parents, and ſo much Wealth as to prevail with 
them in Prejudice of Cardenio; they would have 
forced her to marry him, but to avoid it ſhe fled to a 
| Nunnery, whence by a Strategem he recovered her 3 
Cordenio was raving mad on the Mountains of Scirra 
Morena; and Frrnando little regarding his Miſery | 
or the Tears of Lucinda, was reſolute: to raviſh her, 
now in his Power, if ſhe yielded not to be his Wife. 
Dorothea from her Concealment was Witneſs of all his 
Importunities, and when ſhe found a fit Opportunity, 
ruſſid into the Room and put a Period to them. Fer- 
nando was at firſt no leſs enraged than ſurprized to ſee 


_ her in that Place ; but her Love, her Grief, and the 


meek Remonſtrances ſhe made, at length rouz d all 


5 that was honourable. in his Soul and Gratitude tri- 


umph'd over wild Deſire. He begg'd Lucinda's Par. 
don for the Interruption of her W iſhes with Cardenio, 
and the intended Violence on her Virtue ; and made 
| Dorothea ample Amends for her late ann by 
marrying her immediately. - 
But while theſe Things . within the Inn, 
Don Quixote without Doors had Adventures on Ad- 


ventures; the firſt that offered was a Barber, who 


being going to ſhave a Cuſtomer, had put his trim- 
ming Baſon on his Head to defend him from a Shower 
of Rain : Don Quixote taking it into his Head that 
this was the Golden Helmet of Mambrino, which he 
had ſomewhere read of, aſſaults the poor Barber, and 
takes away his Baſon. Being in Poſſeſſion of this 
- c Treaſure, as he elteem'd it, he thought him- 
ſelf 
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* qualified to undertalæe the moſt. Heroic Deeds.;; 
And: ſoon after meeting a Crew of Rogues going 19! 
the Gallies, under the Conduct of two Officers, he 
ſets them free, and puts the Officers to flight; or 

this Service, he exacts from them a Promiſe of ze: 

pairing immediately to Joboſa, and that they, will 
preſent themſelves before Dulcinea, his imaginary 
Miſtreſs ; and acquaint her with what he has done in 
Honour of her Beauty; which they refuſing, with 
Laughter at the Propoſition, he ſtrikes one of them; 
on which they all run to a heap of Stones, and pelt 
both the Knight and the Squire in ſo unmerciful a 
Manner, that they lie for ſome. Time Motionleſs 3 
but having a little recover'd from this Misfortune, a 
worſe immediately befel them: The mad Cardenis 
happens to paſs that way; Don Quixote thinks him 


an extraordinary Perſon, and unwarily doing ſome- 


thing to provoke his Frenzy, is thrown. down by 
him in his raving Fit, and not only himſelf, but poor 
Sancho is beaten, kickd, and umd by him a 
they are almoſt dead. 

Perez and Nicholas belich now dnt & Uh 
r0tbea, into the Company of Fernando and Lucinda, 
the Recovery of Carden is their common Care: Per- 

ſons are employed in ſearch of him, who ſoon bring 
him to the Inn, and by Repoſe, and the Care of able 
Phyſicians, he recovers his Senſes: Don Fernando 
confeſſes his Crime, receives his Pardon, and per- 
forms the Office of a Father, in giving him his dear 
Lucinda's Hand. Theſe four Lovers being now as 

happy as the Poſſeſſion of their Wiſhes could make 
| them, they all join . Perez and Nicholas, in a 
Suuategem 
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Strategem to reclifin” Don Durxote from this wild 
Way of Life ; and believing the fureſt Way will be 
"to fall in with his Romantick Humour, Dorothea is 
dreſt up for the Princeſs of Micomicona, driven from 
Her Kingdom by a monſtrous Giant; Don Fernando 
as her Gentleman U ther, and Nicholas, as her Squire, 
© She falls at Don 2ixote's Feet, entreating him to go 
with her and deſtroy the Giant; he readily complies, 
and when they ſeem preparing to depart, two WO- 
men, dreft like Inchantreſſes, and the Inn-keeper, 
as Merlin, come in, declaring that the Princeſs muſt 
not yet be reſtored ; then their Attendants, in the 


Shape of Furies, bear a great Cage, into which they 


thruſt Don Quixote and Sancho; and in this Manner 


carry them home, where we muſt leave them, till 


the Author is pleaſed to reſume nr 2 4 5 Hi- 
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Ara the Endeavours of eb chal f SY 
- being too weak to curb the Romantick Extra-- 
vagancies of his Nature, he again left Mancha, and; 
attended, as before, with his Squire Sancho Pancha, 
made a ſecond Excurſion: Having ranged about the 
Fields and Woods ſome Time, he was taken Notice 
of by a Grandee, call'd Duke Ricardo, who having 
before been told of his Follies, was reſolved now to 
have ſome Sport with, them; 3 accordingly he invites 
him to his Caſtle, receives and entertains him there, 
with all the Ceremonies which are deſcrib'd in Books 
of Chivalry; but contrives all the while with An- 
| brafo and Cardenio, what Tricks may be played 
with him to render him more diverting : Don Quiæote 
himſelf was aiding to their Invention, by telling 


them, that his Peerleſs Miſtreſs Dulcinea, was in- 
chanted 3 3 
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ket: 3 on which they dreſs up the Page, to repre- 
| ſent that imaginary Beauty, and Manuel, the Dukes 
Steward, for Merlin; who coming down in a Ma- 
chine, ſalute Don Quixote, and inform him, that there 

is no way to break the Spell, but by Sarcho's giving | 
himſelf three hundred Laſhes wich a Whip. Sancho 
having àa mortal Averſion to Pain, will not be prevail- 
ed upon till the Duke promiſes to make him Gover- 
nor of an land, ealled Barrataria, for that Act of 
HFumanity: Our Squire is not Proof againſt this Bribe 
to his Ambition, and conſents to undertake the Pe- 
nance, only deſires Permiſſion to inflict it at his own n 
Time; which being granted, the Inchanter and In- 
chanted diſappear. Sancho is now made Governor of 
the Ifle of Barrataria, and every Thing is preparing 
for his Departure, in a Manner becoming his high 
Quality; „ when a Plot is ſet on Foot to put a Stop to 
his Preferment. As the Duke, Dutcheſs, Don 
Quixote, Sancho, and all the Court are ſitting in a 
great Hall, ſolemn Muſick is heard at a Diſtance; 
then enter Manuel, Vail'd and Habited like à grave 
Matron, with 2a Frain born up by three Pages, and. 
attended by a great Number of Servants in antick 
Dreſſes: The pretended Lady kneels to Don Quixote, 
tells him ſhe is the Counteſs of Triſalay, in the King- 
dom of Candaya, that having been Governeſs to the 
young Princeſs Aulonomqaſia, Daughter to Queen Ma- 
gunfia ; ſhe had by her great Vigilance hindred her 
fair Charge from falling into the Snares laid for her by 
the Giant Malambrune ; and in Revenge he had 
made a great Beard grow on her Face, and on all 
the Ladies Who had bern 1 way Inſtrumental in 


preventing 


Em 4; 


preventing the Suecels of his Deſigns. Sbe cke üs : 


up her Vail, and ſhews a Beard of a moſt enormous 
Size: Don \ Quixate is grieved for her , Misfortunes,. 
and begs. to know in what Manner he can ſerve her ; . 

on which the Servants bring in a. Table with a 
| Brazen Head ſtanding on it, telling him it is: endued, f 
by Merlin, with the Power of Speech, and that it 
has already directed them to travel into Spain, in 
ſearch of the illuſtrious Don Quixote, and promiſed 
that in his Preſence it will give Inſtructions for re- 
moving the Charms of Malambruno. The Duke 
and all the Company ſeem amazed, and on queſtion- 


ing the Head hear this Injunction: That the ſame _ 


Night between the Hours of Twelve and One, Don 
Quixote, and his Squire Sancho Pancha, repair to 
ſome open Place, where Merlin will {end an inchant- 
ed Horſe, on which they muſt both Mount, and be 
carried through the Regions of the Air to the King- 
dom of Candaya. Sancho is ſo enraged at this Im- 


5 pediment to his Grandeur, that he ſnatches the Head 
off the Table with a Deſign to break it in Pieces, £7 


and diſcoyers a Boy, who conceal'd under it. has given. 
| theſe miraculous Anſwers, - The Trick being thus 
diſcover'd, Manuel and the reſt run off, and the Duke 
and Dutcheſs pretend to be extremely a at this 
intended Impoſition on their Gueſts. 
Not being able to think immediately on any 3 
Obſtacle, they are obliged to let Sancho go to his 
Government; he ſends for his Wife Tereſa, and his 
Daughter Mary the Buxom, to Share with him in his. 
good Fortune; but never poor Wretches were made 
ſo miſerable by Grandeur as theſe Three. Manuel, 


'c 170 _ EE 
| chad on which they dreſs up the Page, to repre- 
ſent that imaginary Beauty, and Manuel, the Duke's - 
Steward, for Merlin; who coming down in a Ma- 
chine, falute Don Quixote, and inform him, that there 
is no way to break the Spell, but by Sarcho's giving 
himſelf three hundred Laſnhes wich a Whip. Sancho 
having a mortal Averſion to Pain, will not be prevail- 
ed upon till the Duke promiſes to make him Gover- 
nor of an Hand, ealled Barrateria, for that Act of 
Humanity: Our Squire is not Proof againſt this Bribe 
to his Ambition, and conſents to undertake the Pe- 
nance, only deſires Permiſſion to inflict it at his own 
Time; which being granted, the Inchanter and In- 
chanted diſappear. Sancho is now made Governor of 
the Ifle of Barrataria, and every Thing is preparing 
for his Departure, in a Manner becoming his high 
Quality ; , when a Plot is ſet on Foot to put a Stop to 
his Preferment. As the Duke, Dutcheſs, Don 
Nui rote, Sancho, and all the Court are ſitting in a 
great Hall, ſolemn Muſick is heard at a Diſtance; 
then enter Manuel, Vail'd and Habited Hike a grave 
Matron, with a Train born up by three Pages, and 
attended by a great Number of Servants in antick 
Dreſſes: The pretended Lady kneels to Don Quixote, 
tells him ſhe is the Counteſs of T.ifalay, in the King- 
dom of Candaya, that having been Governeſs to the 
young Princeſs Antononiaſia, Daughter to Queen Ma- | 
gunſia ; ſhe had by her great Vigilance hindred her 
fair Charge from falling into the Snares laid for her by 
the Giant Malambruno; and in Revenge he had 
made a great Beard grow on” her Face, and on all 
the Ladies who had been any me Inftrumental in 


preventing 
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the Succeſs of his Deſigns... She chen liſes 4 
up 1 and ſhews a Beard of a moſt enormous 
Size: Don | Quixate is grieved for her Misfortunes, 
and begs. to know in what Manner he can ſerve her 3 5 
on Which the Servants bring in a Table with . 


Brazen Head ſtanding on it, telling him it is endued, - 


by Merlin, with the Power of Speech, and that it 
| has already. directed hem to travel into Spain, in in 
ſearch of the illuſtrious Don Quixote, and promiſed | 
that in his Preſence - it will give Inſtructions for re- 
moving the Charms of Malambruno. The Duke 
and all the Company ſeem amazed, and on queſtion- 
ing the Head hear this Injunction: That the ſame 
Night between the Hours of Twelve and One, Don | 


Quixote, and his Squire Sancho Pancha, repair to 


ſome open Place, where Merlin will ſend an inchant- 
ed Horſe, on which they muſt both Mount, and be | 
carried through the Regions of the Air to the King- 
dom of Candaya. Sancho is fo enraged. at this Im- 


| pediment to his Grandeur, that he ſnatches the Head 
off the Table with a Deſign. to break it in Pieces, 


and diſcoyers a Boy, who conceal'd under it has given 

theſe miraculous Anſwers. - The Trick being thus 
_ diſcover'd, Manuel and the reſt run off, and the Duke 
and Dutcheſs pretend to be extremely angry at this 
intended Impoſition on their Gueſts. 
Nect being able to think immediately on any other 

Obſtacle, they are obliged to let Sancho go to his 


Government; he ſends for his Wife Tereſa, and his 


Daughter Mary the Buxom, to Share with him in his 
good Fortune; but never poor Wretches were made 
ſo miſerable by Grandeur as theſe Three. Manuel, 


in 
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In \ the Charafter of a Civility Maſter, ould Macher 
fuffer them to ſpeak, or move, in a Manner Natural 
to them, and Pedro de Reveio, the Phyſician, flood 
| by the Table, and whenever they were about to eat, 
arder'd the Diſhes to be taken away, on Pretence 
the Food was either too heavy for Digeſtion, or too 
light for true Nouriſhment : In fine, they were al- 
" moſt flarved in the four Days Sancho continued to 

Rule; at the End of which they pretended an Inva- 
| ſion, and ſo frighted Sancho, that he and his Family 
ran away, leaving all their — Cloaths behind 
them. 

In this Time the Duke and Dutcheſs Raving tuf. 
ficiently diverted themſelves with Don Au xote s Ex- 
travagance, contrived this Means to get rid of him. 
The Page dreſt in Armor, with a formidable Pair of 
Whiskers, and mounted on one of the Duke's beſt 
Horſes, knocks at the Gate as a ſtrange Knight, and 
challenges Don Quixote to break a Lance with him in 
Honour of their Miſtreſſes. Our Hero accepts the 

Combat, the Conditions of which were theſe; That 
Whoever was vanquiſhed, ſhould be obliged to ac- 
knowledge the Beauty of the other's Miſtreſs Superior 
to that of his own, and refrain from me UR of Arms | 
for a whole Veaarx. 

Don Quixote was don ati unhorſed, adi the | 
Weakneſs of poor Ro/inante, and conſequently judg d 
overcome. So obliged by the Laws of Arms, which 
he would not violate for the World, to return home, 


| and wh in Peace for a Year. 


2 * 
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During his Stay at the Duke's Palace, all the Ser- 
vants had been employed in humouring his Follies, 
except one, who was "Maſter of the Shepherds, and 
had too many Affairs of his own to be able to mind 
any other: He was paſſionately in Love with the 
beautiful Nymph Marcella, and being ſlighted by 
her, attempts to raviſh her, Ainbraſ, Nephew to 
the Duke, and a Hater of Woman-kind, fince the 
Death of his dear Friend Chryſeſtom, in the firſt Part, 
happily prevents the Perpetration of this Villany, 
though he deteſts the Perſon he preſerves. This ge- 
nerous Action ſo wins on her coy Soul, that ſhe be- 
comes immediately enamour'd of him, confeſſes her 
Paſſion, and being flighted, nay, deſpiſed by him, 
falls mad. A kind of Poetical Juſtice for the little 
_ Regret ſhe had expreſt for the untimely Fate of Chry- 
ſoftom : Which, with the Departure of Don 3 
concludes this Second Part of ay Adventures. * 
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A Comical 18 TORY. 
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HE tedious Yer of Don Brito 8 Suſpenſion 
1 from his belov'd Occupation being now ex- 
pired, he again, with his old Squire Sancho Pancha, 
| ſets out in ſearch of Occaſions to ſhew his Valour. 
Caraſco, a young Student of Salamanca, and Bafflius 
his Friend would needs accompany him ſome Part 
of his Way, not only for the Sake of Diverſion, but 
to make him Inſtrumental in a Plot they had con- 
trived. Bafilins had been long contracted to a Beau- 
tiful young Virgin, call'd Quitteria; but Camacho, 

a rich Farmer, being alſo her Suitor, her Father was 
determined to wed her to the latter; and the next 
Day to that of Don Quiæote's beginning his Progreſs, 
was to be that of the Celebration of their Nuptials. 

Don Quixote and his Company were not a Quarter of 
a League from Mancha before they met a Cart with a 
Lion in it, ſent by the Governor of Oran, as a Pre- 


w_ - 


Tung "x 

ſent to the king. Our Knight Errant looking on 
this Beaſt as ſent by ſome Inchanter, to try his 
Proweſs, would needs combat with it; and to that 
End bids the Carter open the Cage; the poor Fellow, 
as he had good Reaſon, repreſents to him the Danger 
of tempting a hungry Lion. Caraſes and Baſilius en- 
deavour to perſuade him, but all to no Effect; he 
vows to kill the Carter if he diſobeys; on which he 
pulls out the Pin that faſtens the Cage, and then 
climbs with Sancho up a Tree, while Baſilius and Ca- 
raſco run to another Place of Shelter. The Lion be- 
ing either very ſleepy, or ſeized with a more than or- 
dinary Fit of Lazineſs, took not the Advantage of- 
fered him of Liberty, but only turn d himſelf about, 
and lay down quietly in his Cage. Don Quixote, 
contents himſelf. with having dared the: Fury + 6k the 
Beaſt, - and tempted him no farther. On wbich the 
Carter comes down, and, faſtens the Cage. Baſilus 
and Cara/ca return and magnify: the Courage of our | 
illuſtrious, Errant, who from this Time quits his 
Name of Knight of the I. e Eau, for that of 
Knight gf tbe Lion. 81 55 

The two Friends now: þ ie on, 1 return to 
Mancha: tor that Night, and accompany them the 
next Day to Camachos Wedding, : He. conſents, and 
the rather, becauſe Mary the Buxom' is to be married 
at the ſame Time. But before that Time they ac 
quaint him with their Deſign, to recover Qxitteria 
for Baſilius; he approves. their Plot, and aſſures 
them of his Aſſiſtance, which was ese in * 
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Juſt as che Ceremony was going to be performed, 


Wee comes in weeping and beating his Breaſt, 
tells them, that his dear Friend Bafhius has run a 
Sword through his Body, and cannot live three Mi- 
nutes, nor vil be Confeſs d till he has ſpoken to the 


Bride. At the Perſuaſions of the Company, Cama- 


cho ſuffers him to be brought in: He appears with 


the Sword above five Inches out at his Back, and 


bloody; a Friar is with him, who entreats him to 
conſeſs, but he ſtill refuſes, unleſs Quitteria — ire 
her ſelf to him for the fittle Time he has to live. On 


the Aſſurance that he "muſt die the deg the 
Sword is pulled out of his Body, Camacho ſuffers 
their Hands to be joined by the Prieft, which is no h 


ſooner done, than Ba/ifus flarts up, and laughing 
draws the Sword from 'a Trunk that was artificially 


placed under his Cloaths. Every Body is amazed at 
this Trick, but Camacho ſwears he ſhall not carry 


her ſo, and with his Friends is going to force her 
from Nm, when Don Quixote draws his Sword, and 


compelling Sancho to do the ſame, they, both' affifted 


by Caraſco and the Bridegroom, fall on Camacho and 
his Party, and beat them of. 


Bafflius being now happy in his dear Duitteria, 
and Carafe bleſt in the' good Fortune of his Friend, 


they begin to think of diverting themſelves with Don 


Quixote and Sancho. Duitteria has à young and very 


beautiful Niece, calbd A/tifidora, whom they pre- 
vail on to counterfeit a moſt violent Paſſion for Don 


Quixote; and in the mean Time dreſs up two Crea- 
tures to repreſent Dulcinea and Mferum; the former 


1 Don a for not having compell'd 


Sanchs 


= 


d 1) YR , WORST ... 


1 r 


{ 227 1 
Sancho to give kimſelf the three hundred Laſhes, in 
order to, diſinchant her: The Knight aſſures her of 
Obedience, and that his Conſtancy for her is un- 
ſhaken; but this being the Wedding - Day of Mary 
the Burom, Sancho has made himſelf ſo very drunkæ, 
that his Maſter. thinks it not a fit Time to propoſe 
the Stripes. But reſolving to leave Mancha that 
Night, with much ado. he gets him upon his Aſa 
but while he is going to mount Refnante himſelf, 
Lopes and Gines de Paſſimonte, two of the Thieves he 
had freed as they were conducting to the Gallies, 


having. ever fince lurk d about the Country in Dif- 


guiſe, ſet up a great Howl, like that of Dogs 3 Don 
Quixote ſuppoſing ſome new Adventure in Hand, 
runs to diſcover, whence the Noiſe proceeded : Lopez 
leads him a Dance through Brakes and Briars, While 
Gines takes Sancho's Aſs from under him, and puts 
him afide on ſome: Stakes of Wood-he pulls out of a 
Hedge for that Purpoſe: Sancho, all the Time ſo 
ſound aſleep, that he feels nothing of the Matter. 
Don Qu rate returning, and ſeeing the ſtrange Mets 
morphoſis of the Afs, concludes, it the Malice of 
ſome Inchanter. rr 
Not being able to proſecute 13 Journey by . 


of poor Sancho's Debility, he goes with Caraſca, B. 
flius; Quitteria, Altifidara, and Sanchos Famihy, e 


ſee a Poppet- Show, which being the Story of Den 
Gayferes and Meli Hd, he ſoon imagines it a real 
Event; and perceiving that his Brother Knight Er- 
rant is like to be worſted by the Moors, draws his 
Sword, and cuts all the Poppets to pieces, and breaks 
the whole Motion. The Maſter of the Show ns. 


Gaines 
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ines 1 paffimonte i in Diſguiſe, he knows how to jee- 
Kon his Loſs, fo as to make it very Expenſive to 
Don Quixote However, being now convinced of 
His Error, he pays chearfully what is demanded ; 
and thinks of nothing but perſuading Sancho, who 
Is now a little more ſober, to falfil the Diſinchant- 
ment of Dulcinea ; but Caraſco, to heighten the 
Sport, having hinted to Tere/a, as if the Aſs was 
gone through the Knight s Connivance ; and ſhe 
_ communicating theſe Inſinuations to her Husband, he 
grows into ſo ill a Humour, that he plainly refuſes to 
_ obey his Maſter's Injunction; on which Don Quixote 
offering to beat him, he ſtru ggles with him, throws 
him down, and getting a-ſtride on him, is going to 
make him feel the Weight of his Fiſt, when all the 
Compan y come in and catch them in that Poſture. 
The Shame of being overcome by his own Squire, 
ſtrikes ſo terrible a Damp to the Heart of Don Duixote, 
that he falls ſick Fe is carried to Bed, 
where he makes a whimfical Will; and the Author 
unwilling | to turn his Comedy into a Tragedy, con- 
cludes without letting us know whether tus Diſeaſe 
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. cit E Hint of this moral AN do OY was 
taken from the French of M ounſieur Bur ſault, 
and is s highly improved, and modelized by the E nghiſp 
Author ; ; but the Inftruftion, as well as Diverſion of 
it, conſiſting chiefly in the Fables ſpoken by Aſep, 
to the various Perſons that come to him for Advice, 
there is little Room for Buſineſs, or Variety of Plot. 

Ap, by his conſummate Wiſdom alone, raiſed 
himſelf to the higheſt Degree of Favour with King 
Cræſus; but being entirely free from both Ambition 
and Avarice, he made no other Uſe of it than to gain 
Permiſſion to travel through the Kingdom, correcting 
the Errors of the Great, and informing the Judg- 
ments of the Ignorant. In his Progreſs he calls at 
Syzicus, where being entertained at the Houſe of Le- 
archus the Governor, he ſeems much pleaſed with 
the Beauty of Fuphronia, his Daughter; the Praiſes 
he beſtows on her flatter = old Man with a Hope 
that 


[mo] 


: that he will marry her, and therefore charges her to 
omit nothing which may encourage ſuch an Intention 
in him. This Lady is much in Love with, and no 
leſs beloved, by a young Gentleman, called Oronces, 


and the Thought of exchanging. him for a Man fo 
deformed in his Perſe. as Hep, bs worſe than þ eath 


to her. 
| Eſt, eaſily perceiving pug was. the old Man' ; 


Ambition, makes a formal Courtſhip to Euphronia, 


and notwithſtanding the Diſdain the treats him with, 


and the Affurance the gives him that her 2 * 
already diſpoſed of, demands her of her Father: Le- 
archus charmed beyond Meaſure at the Thoughts of 
being Father in Law to the King's Favourite, enforces 
her Compliance. She weeps, ſhe - begs; but all in 
Vain: Orazces is like a Man bereft of Reaſon: He 
goes to AÆſep. remonſtrates the Injuſtice he does their 


Loves, but finding his Words ineffectual, challen ges 
him to fight. A ſep laughs at his Behaviour, and an- 
ſwers him with a merry F able. The afflicted Lover 
has then Recourſe to Learchus, endeavours to move 
him by ſoft Complaints F but the old Man continuing 
inexorable, the other is ſo far tranſ ported as to draw 
his Sword, on which the Governor lends, him to 


s Priſon. 


a being arrived, & ſop appears in the Dreſs of a Beau, as 
2 Reproach to the Sex for being taken with exterior 


Ornaments. The Prieſt being come, and every Thing 
prepared, Æſep deſires his Rival may be Witneſs of 
his Happineſs. Oronces on this is releaſed and brought 


to the Temple. The Marrings Rites begin, and 
E when 


0. Mo . i 


The Hour N for the Ma arriage of E aphronia 
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with that of Ezphronia, he fteps aſide, puts S; 
in his Place, and fays 'tis he who alone is, and ought” 
to be the real Bridegroom. The Lovers fall on their” 


Knees to ſep, teſtifying the Senſe they have of his 


unbounded Generofity ; he wiſhes them a long Series of 
Happineſs, but ſeverely chides Learchus for his Ty- 
ranny over his Child, and the Ambition which occa- 
fioned it; nay ſeems to threaten him with the Loſs ; 
of his Government, as being a Perſon unfit to rule a 
great City, who made fo ill an Uſe of his Power over 
his own Family; but Euphronia ſollicits his Pardon, 
and for her Virtues Sake he forgives her Father's. 
Faults, This, with ſome Cautions to new wedded 
Couples, by Way of F able, finiſhes what this Comedy 
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FAIR PENITENT, 


A TRAGEDY. 
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u | Republic of G was ence happy in a 
Miniſter no leſs eminent for his Services in the 

Field than Cabinet; but, as SETTER Merit i is al- 
Vol. I. G ways 
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at, à powerful Faction, as he grew in Fears, Wãas 
raiſed: againſt him: Malice, and a Thouſand Artifices 


too numerous to inſert, got the better of open Sitce- 


rit y: This great and "good Man was diſplaeed, and 
kis moſt, mortal Enemy put into his Employ ments. 
The Crowds which before attended his Levee, now 
transferred their Homage to his Sueceſſor; but this 
was an Inconſfaney of Fortune he could well have 


born, had no other Tnconvenience but the Loſs of 
Grandeur been the Conſequence of his Diſmiſſion from 
publick Buſineſs; but he had been ſo far from pro- 
fiting by his Poſts, that he had greatly imbezzled 
his paternal Eftate to ſupport the Dignity of his Cha- 


racter without Prejudice to the Commonwealth; in 
ſine he was ſo very poor, that tho he paſs'd the Re- 
mainder of his Days in the moſt private Manner 
imaginable, he was obliged to go in Debt, even for 
common Necefliries, and his Corpſe being ſeized 
after his Death had been denied the Rites of Fune- 
ral, had not his only Son, the pious Altamont, yielded 


up himſelf as a Redemption. Sciolto a rich and wor- 


thy Nobleman beheld this Act of filial Love with 
Admiration, and having paid the. Sums demanded, 
began to conſider how he might farther recompence 
ſach Virtue: He was a Widower, and too far ad- 


Vanced in Years to think of a fecond Bride- bed: 
The only Blefling left him of his Marriage-State, 


| Was a Daughter of confummate Beauty, and no leſs 
admirable. Accompliſhments ; he had obſerved Alia- 
mont had long regarded her with a Lover's Eye, 


tho che ill F Fortune of his F manly would not per- 
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mit him to declare a Paſſion for the Heirdſo-6f eh 
immenſe Poſſeſſions. This tender Father, and gene- 
beloved Daughter more happy, than by giving her a 
Husband, fuch as Allamont, nor any where find ſo 
W orthy an Inheritor of his vaſt Poſſeſſions, as him 
who had delivered himſelf up as a Ranſom for a 
Father who was no longer in a Condition to re- 
ward, or even to thank ſuch filial Piety. But be 
cauſe he would leave him, nothing to wiſh for in 
the Poſſeſſion of Caliſa, he gave to Horatio, this 
noble Vouth's deareſt Friend, and who had married 
his Orphan Siſter, a Sum of Money to ſupply the 
Deficiencies. of his narrow Fortune. Such unbound- 
ed Favours muſt needs have their due Effect upon a 
Soul fo grateful as was Altamont's ; but had he given 
him Worlds, he had. looked upon: them all as trifling 

| nothings, when compared to the infinitely more pre- 
cious Blefling of being the Husband of Calla. | 
Happy would they both have been if her Sentiments 
had any. Way correſponded with her Father's Com- 
mands, or her Lover's Hopes; but, unfortunately for 
them all, ſhe had long ſince ſettled her Affections on 
lotbario, a young Nobleman, and the Son of him 
who had ſupplanted the Father of Altamont; To 
him ſhe had yielded up her Heart and Honour, and 
| the Sentence of ſome horrid and immediate Death 
had been leſs ſhocking to her, than the Thoughts 
of being married to another. 
The chief Characters thus diſpoſed at the Beginning 
1 the St SOREN: prepare, and raiſe our Ex- 
EY e _ peRtatioa 


pectation for the — 3 which, is ogght, on by 
the following Incidentnntsʒ7 11 
The Day appointed for the 888 of theſe un- 
equal Nuptials being arrived. Allamont, with Rap- 

ture, welcomes the \long-wiſh'd. for Morn; , Califta, 
with no leſs Horror ſees it dawn. upon. ber: : She 
had with: Tears, with Swoonings, with all the Elo- 
quence of Love and Grief importuned Lothario. to 
marry her, which he at firſt evaded, and afterwards 
plainly refuſed, and ſhe, is now all Fury and Diſtrac- 
tion s yet till retains ſo much of her former fatal 
Weakneſs for him, as to ſollicit one more Interview, 
and imagines ſhe ſhall. be more at eaſe when, the has 
vented, the - Bitterneſs of her Soul in ' Reproaches « on 
Sim. To this End the ſends Zzci/la her“ Confident, 
with a Letter to him: Horatio, happening to > paſs 
that Way is a little ſurpriaed to ſee the Woman of 


1 CN 


Caliga in private Conference wi ith the avowed Enemy 
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of Altamont, but much more 2 when, Lothario being 


dropped. the Letter, as he was putting it haſtily into 
his Pocket, he takes i it up and reads the Cont | . 
which fully explain the Love and Difhonour of his 


TOR 55 


Friend's Bride. 7 
Never were the Workings of 2 fend and cas + 
- Friendihip, more naturally decipher'd than in the va- 
Tious Agitations of Horatio 8 Soul. at this. Diſcovery : : 
At, rſt. all Fire on the Injuſtice done to his dear. 
tamont's faithful Paſſion, then all Ice on the Remem- 
brance that the fair Offender was Dau ighter | to the 
generous Sciolto, to whom they both were ſo greatly 
l 2 could not reſolve to wound the Soul, of 


Dathe TY the e Wehen 


i re3'] _ 
ters Shame; and much ffs can he break the faſth-⸗ 


ful Heart of Altamont with Intelligence ſo ruinous to 


his Love and Honour.” Lotbario, the Deftroyer' of 
their common Happineſs, is alone judged the Worthy 
Victim of his juſt Revenge: He therefore haſtens 
aſter him, and having found him, upbraids him with 
having forged a Letter in Caliſia's Name, and-/purd 
poſely dropping it to throw an Aſperſion on that Lady's 
Fame: Lothario, * inſolent by Power, impetuous by 
5 vain of his Conqueſt over the undone Caliſia, 
1 Bi to triumph over Altamont, avows all that 
ſſed between him and the Daughter of Sciolio, 
5 ce he will make it ſo publick in Genoa, that 


her Husband's Diſhonour, and her eaſy yielding at | 
be the common Topick of Mirth. Horatio in this no 


longer attempts to curb his Indignation, but the Place 
they were in being improper to take an honourable 


Satisfafton, they agree | to decide the Buſineſs the next 


Morning. Go 

Lothario gone, Horatio begins to reflec that before 
that Time he will ſee Caliſta, the Appointment made 
by her in the Letter being before that Hokr ; to prevent 


therefore any farther Injury to Altamont, he reſolves 


to ſpeak: to her, to charge her with her Crime; and, 
if poſſible, call back her Soul to Virtue, by ſetting 
forth the Unworthineſs of him ſhe has ſo unjuſtly 


preferred. An Opportuni ity of finding her alone'moſt 
_ fitly offering, he proſecutes his Deſign in the mo 
gentle Terms imaginable : But the Haughtineſs of 
her Nature not ſuffering her to endure the leaſt Re- 
| buke, ſhe anſwers in ſuch a Manner as obliges him 


to  confute her with her own Hand-writing: She 
G 2 | | ſnatches | 


(126) 


ſnatches the Letter from his Hand, tears it in Pieces, 
and, having thus deſtroyed all Evidence of her Fault, 
teproaches him as an Incendiary; and Alambn: 
coming that Moment into the Room, and finding her 
in this Diſorder, ſhe ſwears tho“ the Ceremony of 
the Church has paſſed,” never to be the Partner of 
His Bed, till he has abju red all Friendſhip,” all So- 
ciety with Horatio : His partial 'Fondneſs of her, and 
Obligations to Sciolto, make him not doubt the Juſtice 
of her Rage: He quarrels with Horatio, provokes 
him to fight, and the Combat had perhaps been fatal 
to one or both of them, had not Lavinia, the Wife 
of Horatio, and Siſter of Altamont, run between their 
Swords, and obliged them to deſiſt, but is wholly un- 
"able to bring them to any Reconciliation. Aliamont 
"vows never to ſee Horatio more, and that Beterous 
Man, Rruck to the very Soul at the it Requital his 
Integrity bas received, "reſolves"! 0 leude Ohe for 
ever „ x. as 3 IE FU 
Lothario, at the dai H our, is 1 CSsduete 57 25 
ö alle to Caliſta's Chamber, where, as ſhe was re- 
proaching his In i Altamont comes ſuddenly 
in, and ſurpriſes them; convinced now of her Guilt, 
his own Diſhonour, | d the Wrong he has done his 
Friend, he fights with Zothario, and kills him. 
Sciollo is no ſooner appriſed of this dreadful Event, 
and the Cauſe of it, than he goes to ſtab his Daughter, 
but is with-held by the ſtill tender and forgiving Alta- 


mant. In the mean Time Neſano, the Friend of 


*Zothario, has raiſed the Populace, and Sciolto's Houſe 
zs threatned with Deſtruction, if the Death of Zothario 
n not ä | and meeting Horatio, whoſe At- 

2 I tachment 
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tachment to Altamont is well known, they, fall upon 


him, and had made him the Sacrifice of their. F Uurys 


had not Sciolto's Servants and Dependants, who by 


this Time had arm'd themſelves, ruſh'd forth and pre- 
ſeryed him. Altamont mourns the Injuſtice he has done 
fo true a Friend, as ks, and receives from him Pardon: 


but Sciolto going out ſoon aſter, in order to appeaſe 


the People, is ſlain by ſome of Letharis's Party ; which 


when Caliſia hears ſhe ſtabs herſelf, having firſt teſti- 


fied a ſincere Repentance for her Crime. The Wealth 
of  Scioleo is by his laſt Breath bequeathed. between 
: Altamont and Horatio; 35 but whether the former is in 

2 Condition to enjoy his Part, the Author has not 
inform'd us, his Spirits being ſunk by theſe Misfor- 
tunes, ſo as to leave us dubious of his Recovery from 


a Swoon, in which he is carried off; and which 


ends the laſt Scene of a Play too touching for an 
Audience, not wholly diveſted of Humanity, to be 


Spectators of, without, in ſome 1 dane 


3 with che SIO Woes. 
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HERE re two diflerent Plots in n this Play, 
the ane ſerious, the other Comic; : but becauſe 
they have 1 not the leaſt Connection With each other, 
T ſhall give the Hiſtory of both apart; and firſt 
for the Tragedy. _ CT 1 8 8 
Biron, the eldeſt Son of a Nobleman of Braff, 
called Baldwin, being paffonately in Love with, 
and beloved by Jabella, a 'youn 4 Recluſe, had ar 
length ſound Means to ſteal her from the Monaſtery: 
They were married, and in ſome Time after obtain 'd 
F: "orgiveneſs from the Church; but her whole Fortune 
being ſettled on the N untiery, Baldwin was incenſed 


beyond à Pardon, and to ſeparate his Son, and if 


* 
2 


poſſible divide his Affections alſo from a Woman 


9 


„ * Mp 7 > | 
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" Tn - 
whom he had an implacable Averſion to, he obliged" 
him to 5 2 where being taken 
8 Slavery the Space of ſeven 
Vears. He frequently wrote to his Father, entreat- 
ing his ForgiveneG and Redemption but. a Report 
taving been ſpread of his Death, Cars his younger 
Brother intercepted all Letters that came from him, 
and anſwered them himſelf,” that their Father would 
do nothing for him, in Hope that the Thoughts of 
fuch Barbarity in a Parent might indeed put an End 
to his Life, and he remain ſole Heir of Count Ba/d- 
wwin's Title and Eſtate. Biron had a Son by 1/a- 
bella, but this unnatural Brother ſtill took Care to 
fill his Father's Ears with ſuch Invectives againſt 
the unhappy Mother, that for her Sake he reſolved 
the Child ſhould have no Advantage from his 
TTT | 
That unhappy Lady was all this Time aN to FE 
the utmoſt Straits, even for the common Neceſſaries of 
Liſe; She had wearied out "her « own F riends, and was 
at laſt compelled to ſeek Relief from the old Count; 
but that inexorable Man, looking on her with double 
Averſion ſince the ſuppoſed Death of his Son, _thruft 
| her out of Doors, and turned away his Porter, and an 
old Woman, who had been Nurſe to Biroꝶ, for no 
other Fault than having given her Admittance. | As 
: this Misfortune was fallen on them on her N b 
the pitying Heart of 1/abella would not ſuffen her to 
refuſe them Part of the little ſhe was Miſtreſs of; 
ſo that her Family, and her Wants encreaſings. ſhe 
was on the Brink of being carried to: Priſon by. her 
Creditors, when Villeroy, a Gentleman af 
pa 5 Rank: 


oy 5 * 
n 5 
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e and Dorian anti ling had ollichod her Love 
oncthe moſt honourable Terms, Rood in the Gap be- 
tween her and Ruin: He entirely diſcharged all her 


Debts; made her again Miſtreſs of her Liberty and 
Goals, -6f both which theſe inhuman Wretches were 
a b ing of 
her Soul, conferred this Favour without the n 
Mention of his Love, or Hope of a Reward. 
This generous Action was not without its Eid, 
the? ſhe could not love any living Man as ſhe did 
Bion dead: She highly eſteemed the Friendſhip of 
"Pilleroy, and almoſt wiſtrd ſhe could preſent him with 
4 Teart he was ſo worthy of: Carli, who all this 
While had pretended Friendſhip to her, that he might 
with the more Facility betray, and ruin ber, repre- 


ſented the Behaviour of Viller in the moſt advan. 
wgious Colours: The old Nurſe remonſtrated the 


helpleſs Condition of herfelf and little Son, the 
Miſeries to which they would be again redueed; 
and that the only Way Heaven pointed out for their 
Deliverance was in giving him a Father, and herſelf 
a Husband. Theſe Arguments which had ſo much 
the A ppearance of Reaſon, joined with her own grate- 
ful Senſe of the Bounty of Villeroy, inude her at 


length yield to marry him, tho' at the ſame Time 
"the o owned that her more tender Sentiments were all 


| with Biron. He rejoiced in the Condeſcen- 
on on any Terms, and doubting not but his Love 


and Conſtancy would in Time gain an equal Return 
From her, they were married the ſame Evening, and 
the next Day the Wedding made publick. 
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Day more the had received an ample Conſalation ur 
her Sufferings ; but having been guilty of a known 
Crime, in marrying Biron, ſhe: was now to he pu- 
niſſrd bt eee which ſhe new net 
— „ ines i 406 13 
. — eee releaſe from his Cape 
tivity returns; the Sight of him turns /abe/la's Brain, 
in her Starts of Paſſion the attempts firſt-on her own 
 Life,' then on his; but utters nothing that can inform 
him of the Cauſe. His old Nurſe, however, relates 
the Story to him, on Which he reſolves to die; but 
firſt writes a Letter to his Father, upbraiding him, 
for he ſuſpected not his ee for as from 
Jiabella that he Kill lived. : 
Carlas had immediate Nas 75 0 1 and 
well, knowing that if he ſaw their Father, all his 
Treachery in intercepting his Letters, and perſuadin 
. J/abel/a, to marry, would be reveal'd, reſolves to 
murder him; To. this End, having provided three 
Ruffians to aſſiſt him in the Deed,. he goes diſguiſed 
to the Houſe of Jalella, and asks to ſpeak: with 
Biran, Who coming to him, he finds a Pretence to 
draw him to the Street, where they all ſet upon him; ; 
in that Inſtant Villeray, who has all this while been 
abſent on ſome. Buſineſs, comes home, attended by ſe- 
veral Servants; and ſeeing this unequal Combat, 
takes the weaker Side; Carlos and two. of the Ruf- 
fans eſcape, but the Third is ſecured by VHillerey, 
while his Servants lead Biron, WhO eee 
W the Houſe, 1 


Ae, 


1132 J 
*2Pallercy, little ſuſpicious of what had happened, 
runs immediately to his dear Jaabella, whom he finds 
juſt ready to plunge a Dagger into her Breaſt: He 
prevents her, but becomes little leſs diſtracted than 
her ſelf at her Behaviour: Biron ſoon follows him 
into the Room; and net having had an Opportunity 
to ſend the Letter, beſore mention'd, to his Father, 
entreats rep en _—_— it, and 4 IN the aged | 


; 59 4 1 W 
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Fillerey ſells: by vane: Baldwis, "who OY 
comes, with © Carlos and ſeveral Friends: They: ac- 
cuſe Villeroy of the Murder, but he is clear'd-by the 
Ruffin, whom he ſeized, and being put tothe Rack; 
confeſſes” he was hired by Carli to do the dreadful 
Deed, and that he was with them, and affifted in the 


Perpetration of it. Villrey then gives the Letter to 


3 which alſo lets him ſee how that unnatural 

Monſter knew and concea bd his Brother's Slavery: 
Detected in his Guilt he attempts not to deny it; and 
is carried e e we Hey wait NT Hefei of the 
Ears fe fe 4 4 577 d 2991892 e ee, 


0 


Habellas Plenary: E Ri on her, ſſie 
ſtabs her ſelf; Villeroy ſtands in need of all his Re- 


Iigion and Philoſophy, to keep him from taking the 
ſame violent Courſe to follow her to another World; 
and Count Baldwin, full of Remorſe for his Cruelty 
to Jabella and Biron, transfers all that Stock of Ten- 


derneſs he ſhould have bleſsd them with; to their 
Orphan Son, Who, warned by the Example of his 


Parents Fate, tis to be hop'd, avoided the Errors 
which drew on their Misfortunes; for, beſides the ge- 
1 Moral of this Sony's: which is very excellent, 
there 


Xt 133 1 

there are others eouch'd- in erg purine Seiter 
no leſs worthy of Obſervation, and anſwerable to dhe 
Intent of Tragedy - ent, * bet Thy 
- But I come no to the Comedy. 
An old Man, named Fernandu is married too a 
young Wife, a Lover of Pleaſure, but ſueh only as 
innocent: His Jealouſy;-: however, permits her to en- 


joy none, nor ever lets her go out of Doors without 


him: He has a Son call'd Fabian, and a Daughter 
_ Fiaeria, by a former Marriage; but he will neither 
allow the one a Sufficiency to live like a Gentlemany 
of his Family, makes them all join in Hots to de- 


ceive and perſecute him. Julia his Wife encourages 1 


the Gallantries of Carls, meerly to give him Pain! 
and Fabian brings Frederict, who is his Siſter's Lover, 
every Day to the Houſe; on which Fernando turns 
him out of Doors, and vows to diſinherit him. Het 
derick, having now no Means to come at Victoria, 
writes a Letter to her, perſuading her to run away 
with him, and promiſing to be under her Window 
at Night, with a Ladder of Ropes for that Purpoſe; 
but not being able to find any way of getting it\des - 
liver'd, his Man Jaguelin has the following Strate- 
gem: They ſee Fernando coming down the Street 3 
on Which Fraericł runs to him, pretends to whiſper 
him about a Mortgage, while Faque/iz pins the Let- 
ter on his Baek. The old Man goes directiy home, 
and Fidoria" takes off the Paper: She is charmed 
with the Contrivance of her Lover, and e 


be punt 6 de gation. 
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in the mean Time procures a Fryar's Ha- 
bit, and pretends to have taken a Religious Order, 
on which, his Father believing he. will now have no 
occaſion for any Money, is reconciled to him, 
permits him te come to his Hanks, 8 Means 
ne to be eee e e * e 
44 At the pane — Fieoria-dreſſes ha fa 3s 
Mens Cloaths, and having flipt.a Night:Gown care- 
7 leſly-over them, comes into the Balcony, Frederick 
= and Faquelin are below with the Ladder e 
« Which having thrown up to her," ſhe is about to de- 
= ſeend, when her Father, thinking he hears a Noiſe, 
* ſteals ſoſtly behind her, arm'd with a Blunderbuſs, 
{ Stead. As Frederick is about to receive his ſuppoſed 
Miſtreſs, the old Man prefents the Blunderbuſs, but 
is ſoon difarmed by the diſappointed Lover, on which 
the other is going in to raiſe his Servants; Vichoria 
4 this While opens the Street Door, and is coming out 
E: 4 king her for a Thief, or one that has a Deſign upon 
ll his Wife, cries out Thieves and Fire. Victoria runs 
to Frederick, and begs his Protection, without diſeover- 
ing her ſelf, he grants it, and they make their E- 
ſcape before Fernando can get any Aſſiſtance. The 
young Lady diverts her ſelf with trying the Love and 
Conſtancy of Frederick, by railing againſt her ſelf, 
and finding him ſuch as ſhe wiſhes, conſents to mar- 
ry him as ſoon as ſhe ſhall ſee the Succeſs of a Plot 
kh IIA wor in 5 VE e e eee 
4 wk = n 8 Yoo 
: Fabian 


be 

Fabian being a diſtant Relation of Benne 
Vails on him to invite their whole Family to his 
Wedding :/Bericando i 15 not ſo -but of Humoar at the 
Loſs of his Daughter, ſince he has got rid of her 
without parting from his Money, as to reſuſe going: 
Victoria is alſo there in her Man's Cloaths, and 
teazes her Father, by ſeeming very ſweet upon his 
Wife; but the main Drift: of their Deſign is chiss 
they give the old Man a ſleeping Draught, which is 

to keep his Senſes, as it were enchanted, for the Space 
of twenty-four: Hours: As ſoon as it has taken Ef- 
ſect, they put him into a Tomb in the Monaſtery, 
and all the Time beat him moſt unmercifully, and 
Jaguelin, with ſeveral others in the Shape of Furies, 
torment him as he is between ſleeping a and waking, 
making him believe he is in Purgatory ; and that the 
Cruelties they inflict on him are the Puniſhments for 
his - Jealouſy of his Wife, and Covetouſneſs, to his 
Children. When the Draught bas near ended its 
Operation, the ſame Perſons change their Habits, and 
appear like Fryars in a. Proceſſion praying for his 
| Soul. He .is. ſtrangely amazed and frighted on his 
waking, to find himſelf in a Tomb and Winding | 

Sheet, and having ſome Remembrance of what he has 
ſuffered, believes he has really been dead; The pre- 
' tended Fryars aſſure him of it, and that it is the 
Piety of his Family, and their generous paying for 
great Number of Prayers to be ſaid over him, that 
has redeemed his Soul from Purgatory. On which 
he becomes a new Man, and promiſes his Wiſe all the 
Liberty ſhe can delire ; ſettles half, his Eftate on Fa- 
bian, and gives Vi ickoria a handſome F ortune. Which 
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AMLET: King of W derbe gin 
£. leſs happy in the Poſſeſſion of a great Kingdom, 
than a beautiful Wife, named Gertrude: The Hifto- 
ries of thoſe Times make mention,- that he did no- 
thing without conſulting her, and that His Love en- 
creaſing with his Years, arrived at length to ſuch a 
of Fondneſs, as might almoſt be term'd 
Dotage. The Returns ſhe: made were equal in Ap- 
ace, but in Reality ſuch as are 
Imagination, 2 Queen could have been guilty of: 
She firſt yielded up her Honour to Claudius, the Bro- 
> pa of her Husband, but more inferior to him in 
eee than he was in . ; A0 


* 
— 


wy — 


Son, young Hamlet. Whether the was privy to the 
eee of her Husband, is uncertain; but all Ac- 
counts agree, that he was e eee vec with 
lay ſleeping in in an — and hos Behaviour, "both 

before and after this unnatural Action, gives but too 

mich Room to ſuſpeRt ſhe had # Hand in it. 2 

Prince Hamler, tho* far from gueſſing the fout 

Play offer d to his Father, beheld his Mother's Mar- 

riage with Horror and Amazement; fain would he 
have retired from Court, and return d to his Studies at 

Wittenberg, but the Queen's poſitive Commands de- 

tain'd him; and believing the Diſcontent he labour'd. 

under proceeded from being put by his Succeſſion, 
ſhe endeavoured to diifkpate it, nne that he 
ſhould Reign after Claudius. 

The Play begins with the Surprize FORK Gentle- 
men upon Guard are in, at the Sight of an Appari- 
tion, on the Platform, arm'd Capa- pee, as the de- 

ceas d King was wont to be, when going to Battle: 

mate of Hamizt's Friends, who unwilling to give too 
much Credit to ſuch Reports, will not be convined 
but by the Teſtimony of his own Eyes: To that End 
he aecompanies thoſe who wateb'd the next Night, 
and beholding the ſame awful Form they had de- 
ſcrib'd, exactly reſembling that of the Noyal Dane, 
was ſtruck with the atmoſt Conſternation: He had 
however, Courage and Preſence enougk of Mind, to 
adjure it to reveal the Cauſe of its appearing ; but it 
aking no "River, he acquainted Prince Hamlet 
2 5 with 
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With what he 12d f ſeen. All 86 felt by a 
dutiful and loving Son, an ſuch an Occaſion, was ex- 
perienced by this young Prince; and flattering him- 
ſelf that the Ghoſt would reveal to him ſomewhat 

that might be improper to be made known to others, 
he goes with Horatio to the Platform; where, as the 
Clock ſtruck Twelve, the amazing Fantom appears 
before his Eyes, and on his ſpeaking, beckons him 
to follow): He obeys, and being come to a fit Di- 
ſtance from being overheard, the Tremendous Shade 
relates at full the Story of his Fate, and urges him to 
Revenge; Which en S peer ges r n 


eee an hls 


| Mind, aſter. this Event, he counterfeits: a Frenzy: 


The King and Queen ſend for Raſeneraus and Guil- 
denſtern, two of his Fellow Students, to divert his 


 Palonius, the King's Chamberlain, will needs have it 


for a long Time that Prince had addreſs d in the moſt 


tender Terms ; but Claudius ſuſpected a very diffe- . 


rent Reaſon; and was more confirmed in his Conjec- 


tures. when Hamlet beſpoke a Play to be performed 


at Court, in which, the Murder of a King by his 


um Brorher wus repreſented. : The Diſorder Glaw- 
Adius appeared in at this Performance, aſſured Hamlet 


that the Spirit had not deceived him; and Claudius 


on the other Hand had no Room left to doubt if 


Hamlet was not but too jealous of his Father's Fate. 


en 
*. 


There 
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Therefore to remove the Dangers which threaten'd 
him from this young Prince's Reſentment, he reſolves 
to. make him away; but becauſe he thought it im- 

poſſible to procure the Queen's Conſent to the Death 
of her only Son, he contrives to fend him to England, 
attended by Raſaneruus and Gunildenſtern, under Co- 
lour of demanding a Tribute, at that Time paid to 
the Dan; Crown, 8 in _— to have 1 Hitz 
at his Arrival. 

Hamlet prepares for his e 3 but be bre his 
n being alone with his Mother in her Cloſet, 
he kills Po/onius, who had placed himſelf behind the 
Arras, to overhear their Diſcourſe: This Action 
furniſhes the King with a new Pretence for obliging 
him to quit Denmark; he embarks with all poſſible 
Expedition; but imagining there were other Reaſons 
for his being ſent away, than thoſe of Which he was 
appriz d, he ſteals the Commiſſions,” given to 'Roſene- 
raus and > Guildenflern, and having opened them, 

diſcovers the Plot laid againſt his Life ; on which, he 
uẽrites two others, Exacting from England, to put the 
Bearers to immediate Death, and lays them in _ 
Mos from which he had taken the former. 
The Ship was ſoon after chaſed by a Pirate, _ 

bat l of Sail, they choſe rather to truſt to Cu- 
rage than Flight. In the Grapple Hamlet boarded 
the Pirate, and the ſame Inftant the Dany Veſſel 
getting clear, made off, and he alone remained Pri- 
ſoner: On his declaring who he was, and promiſing 
to obtain their Pardon, they 1 him on Shoar at 
| Denmark. 
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While this Adventure befel Hamlet, Opbel. by bet 
twixt Grief. for her Father's Death, and-Horror-that 


V that Hand which ſhe once hoped would 


| have been joined with hers in Marriage, falls mad, 


and ſoon after drowns her ſelf. Zzertts her” Brother, 

returns from his Travels, and vows Nevenge for 
theſe untimely Deaths: Hamlet arrives at E Anour the 
Moment of the Funeral Obſequies of Ophelia, and 
jumping into the Grave to lament her Fate, has a 


Quarrel with Laertes; but the King, Queen, and 


whole Court being preſent, they were ſoon parted. 
Aſter this, the King makes a Property of Laertes's 
ubſatiet” Revenge, to glut his ewn Hate on Ham- 
let, and having worked him to his Purpoſe, Laertes 
ſeems reconciled, and challenges the Prince to play 


' a Bout at Foils, which the other accepting, Laertes 


fights with an envendmed Weapon, wounds Hamlet, 
and in the Scuffle changing Rapiers, Hamlet returns 
the Hurt, and Laertes dies by his own Treachery : 


The King in the mean Time having prepared a 
poiſoned Bowl for Hamlet, in Caſe Laertes ſhould 


fail hitting him, the Queen chances to drink of it, 


and dies immediately. Hamlet appriſed by the laſi 
Words of Laertes, how theſe Things came to paſs, 


ſtabs the King with the ſame Sword by which him- 


ſelf and the Son of Polnius had received their 
Deaths ; and of the chief Characters only Heratio- 


5 remains alive to mourn the * Event. 
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E NRY- the Fourth having cbtaird the Crown 
Aſſiſtance of the Earls of Northumber- 
land and Morceſter; thoſe ambitious Lords thought 
that Service as never to be ſufficiently recompenced, 
and were continually repining, though the King 
ſcarce ever denied any Thing they asked. Their 
rrogance:-at laſt arrived at ſuch a Height, that 
Henry 


[192] 
Henry Pierty, otherwiſe called Hotſpar, Son to We- 
thumberland, having been Victorious over the Scots 
in the Battle of Ho/medon, refuſed" to deliver up his 
Priſoners, till the King had ranſom'd Mottimer, who a 
little Time before had been taken by the W:1þ Rebels. 
King Henry could not be prevailed upon to grant 
this; but in Juſtification of his Refuſal, © alledges, 
That he has good Reaſon to believe Mortimer betray- 
ed his Party to Glendower, the Head of the egg, 
whoſe Daughter he had married, and that he was no 
more than a voluntary Priſoner. Whether this was 
Fact or not, we are pretty much in the Dark; it 
was, however, a plauſible Pretence for the K ing, to 
keep at diſtance from Court a Nobleman whoſe Pre- 
ſence he feared; becauſe the depoſed King Richard, 
at his Death, had declared that he, nee Was 
next in Blood to the Crown. | 
This Refuſal of the King's, joined to their own 
Ambition, makes the Lords reſolve to take up Arms: 
They enter into a League with Douglas, the valiant 
Scot, and antient Enemy of England; and to link 
the Band of Friendſhip more cloſely, releaſe all the 
Priſoners taken at Holmedon, among whom were 
Mordake, Earl of Fifz, the eldeſt Son of Douglas, 
the Earls of Athol, Murray, Angus and Menteith ; 
and having drawn the Archbiſhop of Vr, Sir Ri- 
| chard Vernon, and many others of the Nobility and 
Gentry into the Conſpiracy, they all repair to Wales, 
where, with Glendower and Mortimer, they muſter 
all the Forces in their Power. Believing themſelves 
ſecure of "Conqueſt, to prevent all future Brolls among 


* they divide 2 9 into three equal 
1 Parts, 


cauſe. his eldeſt Son Henry, Prince of Wales inſtaad 


[wt Þ - 
Parts z., and the. Tripartite Monarchy, aſter King | 
Henry's, Overthrow,, is to be oy a. en 
Mortimer, and Heiß 

The King received abe theſe, Pander 
tions with an infinite Concern, and the more ſo, be- 


of any way aſſiſting, him by, Counſel.or Action, paſt 
his whole Time among Companions far unworthy of 
a Prince, or even an honeſt Man. Sir Fohn Falflaff; 
the moſt debauched and diſſolute Man of the Age, 


eyen Poins,  Godhill, - Pets, and Bardulpb, Wretches 
who had no other Dependance than Robbery, were 


of the Number of thoſe with whom this young un- 
thinking Heir of Empire, choſe to laugh away his 
Hours, rather than attend to the ſerious Buſineſs of 
the State: Nothing therefore from him was to be ex- 


pected, nothing to be hoped; but Appearances fre- 


quently deceive us, and ſometimes by being ſeeming- 


ly againſt our Wiſhes, add to our Satisfaction, by - 


preſenting us with a Bleſſing we thought fartheſt off. 
Buried, as he ſeemed, in Pleaſures of the worſt Sort, 
the Seeds of Glory, Humanity, and every Prince 
Virtue, were deeply implanted in this young Heros 

Breaſt: The great Fame Hot/þur had acquired in 
Arms, raiſed in him a generous Emulation ; and the 
Rebellion he now headed againſt his King and Father, 


| fired him with an equal Indignation and Diſdain : He 


longed to pluck the Trophies of Honour from his 
tainted Brow, and prove, that Henry Plantaganet, 


whenever he pleaſed to exert himſelf, knew how to 


triumph every Way over Henry Piercy. To this End 
he falls at the King's Feet, and begs the Command of 


the Army raiſed to oppoſe the Rebels but that pru- 


dent Monarch, who could conceive but little Hopes 
from his paſt Behaviour, thought it not proper to en- 
_ truſt ſo great a Charge to any but himſelf ; he gave 
| him, however, the next Poſt to himſelf, and having 
ent Job of Lancaſter, his younger Son, the Earl of 


Meſtmoreland, and a great Number of the Nobility 
before, ſet forth himſelf, with the Prince of Wales, 


to meet the Rebels, ard N Shrewebyry the F ield 


_ atk. ©: 
Horſpur, Warcefer, ad ba were 5 on 
Fire to receive them, though the ſame Meſſenger 
that brought Intelligence of the King's Approach, 
informed them alſo, that G/endower could not bring 


up his Forces within fourteen Days, and that the Earl 
of Northumberland was prevented from joining them, 
by a ſudden and moſt violent Indiſpoſition, which 


confined him to his Bed: Two fuch Misfortunes 


might have damped the' fierceſt Courage, 9855 did 
they continue reſolute to die or conquer. 


King Henry, willing, if poſſible, to Perkin them | 
by gentle Means, ſent to ſpeak with Morceſter, and 


as a Security for his ſafe Return, Veſmoreland was left 
Foſtage. After having, in mild Terms, reprimand- 

ed this Earl for inſtigating his Nephew to Rebellion, 
he offers free Mercy to them all, provided they re- 


turn to their Duty, and threatens the utmoſt Severity 


if they provoke him once to draw the Sword of ſu- 
ice. Morceſter departs from the Royal Preſence, 
and Mefmoreland is returned; but believing that if 
they ſhould lay down Arms, the King would never 
be gee ſincerely to forgive him, he conceals from 
- * — Nm 
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[14s] : 
Harſpur the proffert Clemeney; and carries to 1 
only Threatnings and Revilings: On which, the im- 
patient Youth orders the Signal of Battle to be given, 
and both Armies engage with equal Fury: For the 
' Preſervation of the King, ſeveral Noblemen and o- 
thers take the Field, in all Things accoutred like 
him, and fall Victims to the deſtroying Swords of 
Hotſpur and Douglas; among whom was the Earl of 
Staſfora, and Sir Walter Blunt : At laſt the real King 
Henry and Hotſpur met Hand to Hand; the Combat 
ſeems equal for ſome Time, but the Youth and Vi- 
gour of the latter at length gains Advantage, and 
the King finds himſelf hardly preſt; when the Prince 
of Wales flies to his Aſſiſtance, and the King retreat- 
ing, leaves him to try his Force with Pzercy ; after 
ſeveral Paſſes on both Sides, the juſter Cauſe is 
Crown'd with Victory, and Hotſpur is compelPd to 
yield all his Laurels with his Life, to the more a 
vailing Arm of Henry Plantagenet. 

Sir Jobn Falftaff, who had attended the Prince of 
Males in this Expedition, finding Hotſpur dead, takes 
him on his Back, and pretends to have flain him, 
which occaſions ſome Diverſion among the Officers, 
who know the Cowardice of this old fat Knight; 
but a particular Account of this, or any other of the 
Comick Scenes, would be but tireſome in Deſerip- 
tion, though extremely agreeable in the Nepreſenta- 
tion; I ſhall therefore omit any Account of them, 

1 Sins 4} . to the Buſineſs of the 
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1 . Douglas, e e, and Vernon were taken Pri- 
ners: The former by the Generoſity of the 

Prince of Wales was releaſed. without, Ranſom ; but 
Moragſter and Vernon ſhared a diſſerent Fate; they 
taving deceived the gallant Peircy. in the Meſſage of 
the King, and by that Means occaſioned his Death, 
and that of ſo many other brave Men, were or- 
dered to immediate Executioan. 

This Victory, with the Orders given os the No . 


l of the Army to fall on Glendower, and Nor. 


rbumberland, who was now recovered, and in Arms, 


as all our een ARA Sinks it to n us 5 


H E N RY the Eighth, 
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By Mr. 924 KESPEAR, 
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H Aſcendant Cardinal Wa//ey gained over his 
Prince, King Henry the eighth, is welt known, 

AS 5 0 the Means by Which he acquired it; but the 
Motives of his ſudden Fall from that Height of Gran- 


deur he had ſor a long Series of Time hr ns Note 


K 
* 


{hi Subjeft of this Pls | 
Poſe e Su 1 * Erg 


3 N 
N 
1 2 {' fon 2 46 


"E 1 1 
King Henry had been tw-enty Years the H ay of | 
Queen Catherine: He was a Prince exceeding. amo- 
rous, but naturally inconſtant: She grew advanced in 
Years, and his Love for her decreaſed in Proportion ; 
but that, which created in him an entire Diſguſt, was a 
new Paſſion he had conceived for Auna Bullen, one of 
her Maids of Honour : For this young Beauty he 
languiſhed with the moſt violent Defires, and finding 
no Hopes of obtaining her, but on honourable Terms, 
he reſolves to part from Catherine, and make this 
Charmer his, tho” by the Ruin of the beſt of Women 

and of Wives. Having no Blame to lay on her Con: 
duct, he pretends a Scruple of Conſcience, ſhe having 
before been married to his Brother, Prince Arthur, 
| tho” to his own Knowledge, and the Belief of all the 
World unenjoyed by him. NVoiſey is the Perſon ke 
conſults on this Affair, who having a Spleen to her, 
becauſe her Nephew, the Emperor, had refuſed him 
the Archbiſhoprick of Toledo, omits nothing that may 
ſtrengthen him in his Reſolution of being divorced 
from her; and to that End ſends to the Pope. Car- 
dinal Campeius is forthwith difpatched from Rome, 
and joined in Commiſſion with Holſey, to ſearch into 
this Buſineſs: The Queen refuſes to be {judged by 
their Tribunal, and appeals to the Pope himſelf: Car- 
dinal Campeius is obliged to return without doing any 
Thing of the Bufines. he came about, nor dares Moalſey 
of himſelf pronounce the Marriage null, it having 
before been approved by the whole Conſiftory, The 
King is enraged at this Delay, and reſolving to be 
rid of his unhappy Queen, renounces the Pope's. Su. 
h e himſelf Head of the Church, ang 
H 2 DE thr 
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1 148. J 
thro Crawmer”s . Means, then Lad Archbiſhop of 
| Canterbur 7, obtains a Certificate from the Collegiate 


Churches to prove his Marriage unlawful : That 


done, divorces himſelf immefiately, and marries 
Anna Buller. 

The Pride of Molſey is ſtung to che. Quick. to find 
che King has ventured to proceed thus far, and well 


foreſees the entire Downfall, of Church Government 


in the Promotion of Creamer, Who had ever Opp 1 


the exorbitant Power of the Clergy; but he appre- 5 


| hended not that his own Ruin was ſo near; he had 
wrote. Letters to the Pope, adviſing his Holineſs not 
to be too haſty in diſpatching the King's Affair: Theſe 
were intercepted, and to add to the Royal Diſpleaſure, 
2 Schedule of the Immenſe Riches he had amaſſed: to- 
gether, being put by ſome Accident among ſome 


Papers he gave the King, convinced his Majeſty that 


he had not been ſo diſintereſted à Servant as He had: 


pretended : He therefore complies wich the Requeſt 
which had often been made by both Lords and Com- 
mons, ſuffers him to be impeached, brought to 4 


| Trial, and all his Goods confiſcated; ſche i of 
which ſoon after broke his Heart.” 

Queen Catberine pitxed his Fate, tho Hes A0 

Heen the firſt Cauſe of her AMisfortunes, but died ſoon 


after worn out with Cares and Frouble: The Im- 


Peachment and Execution of the great Duke of Buck- 
ingbam make alfs ſome Scenes in- this Play; but hey- 
are rather introdueed to ſhew the exceflive Power and 
Influence of Wolęy in thoſe Days, than for any Con- 
nection they have with the main Buſineſs, which con- 
cludes with the Birth 3 2 "PORE bY And” Buller, 
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frag). 
whom 19 51 baptized by the Name of Ebeabit, and 
was afterwards one of the moſt 1 of 6 our ur E- 
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Fier the Death of Fans the W ki Bro 
ther Richard, Duke of Gloceſter, was unani- 


the young King; but this cruel and ambitious Man 
had further Views, and aiming at the Crown for 
| himſelf, raiſed a formidable Party both among the 
Lords and Commons, who were ready to abet any 
Deſign he ſhould take in Hand: In the firſt place he 


cauſed. Scruples to be raiſed concerning the Lawfulneſs 


of the late King's M arriage, and endeavoured to 
prove that having before been contracted to Lady 
- Elizabeth. Lucy, the Children born of her, whom he 
had afterward made Queen, could have no Right to 
reign; and then found one Pretence of other to take 
off, either by Death or Bani:hwent,. all who. were any 


Way attached to the.Queen's Intereſt. 
H 3: Lord 
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ifs 150 
Lord Haſtings was the only remaining Perſon, of 
wiſe: Regard for the Memory of Edward, Loyalty 


to his young Succeſlor, and great Power, the Protec- 


tor ſtood in Awe: His Brain was labouring for Means 
either to bring him into his Deſigns, or to prevent 


his being of any Prejudice to them, when the un- 
happy Woman, whoſe Story is the main Subject of 


this Tragedy, innocently aſſiſted his Wiſnes. 
She had been the favourite Miſtreſs of Zdcuard the 


fourth, and by his laviſh Love endowed with great 
Poſſeſſions; but was ſtripped of the greateſt Part after 
his Death, by Order of the Lord Protector, and 
would perhaps have been deprived of all, if Haſtings, 


who was paſſionately in Love with her, had not 15 
an Advocate for her. 
Never Woman was more addreſs, mo! re ollicited, 


more worſhipped than Fane Shore in her Days of 


-Profperity.; but the Scene is now chang'd, the Ho- 
mage of the Croud ceaſes with her Power of obliging; | 


and even thoſe of the better Sort, who were not 
- ſhocked at her Crimes, fly from her Poverty as from 
a Peſtilence: Among the Multitude of her Female 


Friends, Alicia, a young Lady of Quality and For- 


tune, was all that now remained; and of the Men, 
as thoſe of ſuch as had no other Views than to do 


her Service, there was only Bellmour, a neighbour- 


ing Gentleman, who had been a dung and intimate 


Acquaintance of her Hus bands fon 
The Death of Edward, the Misfortunes ich 


, end, and the Experience- of the Vanity of Gran- 


deur made her Look into herſelf, examine her paſt 


| ORE with N eta and become n real Pe- 


nitent. 


1 


rs 


much ſtrengthened by the Converſation of the worthy 
Bellmour 3; but much more ſo by the reſpectful Re- 


monſtrances of a Perſon he had introduced into her 
Service under the Name of Damount, but was in Re- 
ality her Husband, Mr. SHore, whom ſhe thought N 

dead, and had been buried at Autæverp. But that in 


dulgent Man, whoſe Tenderneſs for her ſtill lived, 
cauſed that Report to be ſpread, the better to conceal 
himſelf, and be the more able to ſerve and protet᷑t her 

in any Exigence: He had not been long in her Fa- 


mily before an Occaſion offered, wherein his Aſſi- 


ſtance was neceſſary. Lord Haſtings preſuming on 


the Service he had done her with the Protector, de- 


manded her Love as the Recompence, which ſhe af- 
ſuring him ſhe could never grant, he offers to enjoy 
her by Violence, and is forcing her ints her Cham- 


ber when the ſappoſed Dumaun: ruſhes forth to = | 


Deliverance, fights with Haſtings and diſarms him; 
which the diſappointed Nobleman e her Houſe w in 
2 Rage, and vows Revenge. 

This Accident makes Damount an | Ballads mes 
viſe her to rely no longer on his Interceſſion, but to 
preſent a Petition herſelf to the Protector; which ſhe 
reſolves to do the next Day ; but before that Time 
Haſtings made appear he had not terrified her with 


idle Threats; for on a Complaint. of his, Damoumt 


was ſeized by Officers and carried to Priſo 


Fane Shore bewails, as it deſerved, the Misfortune 


fallen on fo faithful a Servant, meerly for the Reſcre 
a bg Lind given her; but this ſeemed. as it were but the 


inninęe of her Woes, and: eee eee hc ; 
f 15 1 there 


nitent. Her Return to Piety and Virtue: was very 
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Oe aid 2k; in the Fever f Nate Wk 
_. . which ſhe was not to be afflicted. e BOT. 
Ala has been long the Miftrefs-of Haſtings; and 


er mne berſelf of late neglected. ona urn 


the extremeſt Envy and Deteſtation: ! 
w be wondered at that Aly ——— her Love 
- had been forgetful of all ſhe owed to her high Birth, 
- her Vartue, and her Reputation; ſhould be, in ſuch a 
Juncture, forgetful alſo of the Promiſes fh had ande 
of an everlaſting Friendſhip ; but conceal 
--fentment, that ſnhe might the — calf what- 
- ever it ſhould dictate for the Ruin of her Rival, 
viſited her as before, and joined e 550 "I 
Bl pat e ee eee the Protector. se 
FJanue Shore, little — Ban, 
- puts bes Jener and whatever elſe ſhe had of Value, 
inte her Cuſtody, believing that if the Hand of Power 
ſhould ſeize on all beſides, ſhe-ſhonld never want a 
© fafe Aſylum in this Lady's Friendſhip. "Having pre- 
„ eee eee it to her, and the cruel 
having before wrote a Letter to the Pro- 
tector, ſuggeſting to him that Hafling was refrac- 
tory to his Deſigns, meerly to oblige Mrs: Szvre, 
| Bear: rib e and e eee e 


- againſt herſelf." 


2 Al ER gr 


5 


” fey evittrived- vo Lend dt Aim by that "Conveyance, - 


_ reſolved to take the Hint, and malte Trial of Lord: 
Hains Humdur; but that Nobleman,. however 


teens? 


from ſome Perſon. who-wiſhed well to his Projects, 


blameable in his private Conduct, - ſhewed on this 


Occaſion the moſt unſtaken Loyalty and ſtedfaſt Ho- 
nour, and grew fo warm on the Orcaſien, that the 


Duke, who was the moſt artful Man of his Time, 


was oblige! to retract his Efforts, and pretend all 


he had faid was but to ſound his Inclinations. He 


then ſends for Fane Shore, commanicates to her'plain- 
I the Intention he has to make hiniſelf King, tells 
her that he is no ſtranger to the Power ſhe has over 


Lord Haſtings, and. coinimands her to exert it for his 


Intereſt. This Injunction ſhe is ſo far from even 
ſeeming to comply with, that in his Preſence the in 


vokes Heaven to bleſs the Children of King Edward;: 
on which he orders her to be turn'd into the 'Stteet, 
and a Proclamation to be nn ROSE Dog. 


for any to-telieve her. 


Being now: due to. aſcend Un Thrane, 40 


baring got a Majority of the Council, he accuſes 


Haſtings of having practiſed, in Combination with. 


the Queen and Fare Shore, certain. Spells and En- 
chantments, by which his Arm is withered; all the 
Lords, tho' they well knew -it had been ſe from his 


„ readily aſſent to his Judgment, and Haſtings is 


put under a Guard, and a Command given. for. his 


N 


Execution the ſame Hour. As he is going to- Death, 
Alicia meets him, and not doubting but this Fate is 


fallen on him through the Paper ſhe cauſed . Fan 
Sore: to put into the Protector's Hand, is ſtang 
1 with. 


£154 5 

with. ſo poynant a Remorſe, that it difirats her 
Brain, and ſhe foon after falls into the moſt raving 

Madneſs. -...Faze. Shere, in her Diſtreſs comes to her 
Houſe for Relief, but is denied it, and having wan- 
dered for three Days without either Repoſe or Food, 
at Jaſt lies down i in a Street, which from ber > 
Is ſince called Shoreditch. 

Bellnour in the mean Time having procured. 
Mr. Shore his Liberty, and acquainted him with the 
Calamity fallen on his Wife, that affectionate Hul- 
band comes with him to comfort her ; he now has 
thrown off his Diſguiſe, and ſhe has the Conſolation 
of knowing him, and receiving an entire Fargive- 
neſs from him before ſhe dies. Perceiving her faint 
he offers her ſame. Cordial, on which Catesby, a Crea- 
ture of the Protector's, and the Guard appointed to 
Watch that none relieved her, approach and ſeize on 
hin and Bellnour, as Traitors to the State, be- 
cauſe contrary to the Proclamation they had pre- 
ſumed to adminiſter Relief to her: She expires almoſt 
the ſame Moment, and they are carried to Priſon; 
Which makes the laſt Scene of this a. Re- 
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thority over the People of Rome, occaſioned a Conſpi- 

racy. to be formed againſt his Life as the only Means to 
_ preſerve that Liberty, which had made the Name of. 
Rome ſo famous: Caſſius, . Metellus Cimber; Treboinitds, 
Decius, Ciuna, Caſea, and Cajus Ligarias' were the- | 
Chief concern'd in it; but tho they all were brave 
and reſolute Spirits, they could not agree on the Man · 


ner how the Enterprize ſhonld be accompliſh'd, til! 


Brutus joined in the Defign,. and by the Sanction of 
his Name and Virtues gave it a double Liſe and Vi- 
gour. The Love he bore to Cæſar rendred him un- 
willing to undertake any. Thing againſt him; but 
when all other Conſiderations at length had yielded to 
the Good of his Country, he is no ſooner determin'd,. 
than he goes about the immediate Execution- 7” 
To- 
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5 To chis End all the Faction — 
at Midnight in his Garden, and the ſucceeding Day 
is fixed for the Death of Cæſar, when he was to go 
to the Capitol on the publick Buſineſs. Fix d as they 
were, however, and ſteady in their Purpoſe, Fortune, 
or· Fate, or ſomething, for which we want a Name, 
had like to have delayed the ſo ardently wiſh'd Effect: 
Strange Prodigies had all this Night been ſeen both in 


above, and ſhriking Ghoſts aſcended from below, 
and filled the Streets of Rome with Horror and Amaze: 
The Augurs in the Morning Sacrifice drew only fad; 
tims: Caiphurnia, the Wife of Cæſar, dream'd he lay 
dead and bleeding in her Arms: The Soothſayers had 
long bid him beware the Ides of March, of which. 
that Day was the firſt: A4riemideras, a Man famous 
for his Predictions, Rood in his Way, and would have 
prevented his Paſſing ta the Capitol ; a thouſand Warn- 
ings conipired to make him think that ſome impen- 
ang Danger threatned him. Great as his Courage: 
was, he felt Alarms, which more than once had half 
determined him to put off the Meeting of the Senate 

till another Day; but the Faction remonſtrating how. 

weak it would appear in him to be ſwayed by Dreams 


in Spite of Calplurnia's Tears, and the Entreaties of 
where he was na ſooner ſeated than Merellus Ciuber 
. going" toward him, as to preſent a Petiticn, plunged 
2 k 8 _ Was in we . Moment 
ap: 17051 n followed 
8 | 


the Heavens and on Earth : Fire ſeemed to rain from 


aud Omens, he grew aſhamed. of his Timidity; and. 


1 71 


Gilowed'by alltheother Conſpirators, 46 that he Ne 


_ oppreſſed with Six and thirty Wounds! ol Ml os 
| The Amanement not only of the Senate, in abe 
Preſence this Deed was done, but of all Rome, was in 
exprefſible: oniut the moſt intimmte vf Ca 
Friends expected to have ſhared his Fate; but Prorer 
preſently diſfipated his Fears, and let him Terions, that. 

as nothing but Reſcuing Rome from Tyramy could have 
made him conſent to Cz/z/"s Death, ſo that avcones” 
plimed, there was no more to be done than to lament: 
him dead, whoſe Ambition was too dangerous to be 
permitted Liſe: Arumus on this defires Permiſſion 20. 


pay the Funeral Duties over his Body, Which in Nome 


was to Harangue the Populace on the Virtues of the! 


granted it on Condition chat he fhould utter nothing in 
Condemnation of their Behaviour in this Action ; Which 
Amonius promiſing, they all adjourn'to- the Markert 
Place, where the Populace being affemibled, Brutus; 
firſt mounts the Nera, or Pulpit, and acquaints chem 
with the Motives that drew on Cæſars Fate; then 
having received a general Approbation by loud FHuxzas 
and Shouts, he comes down, and yields the Place 9. 
Antonius, who beginning with ſetting forth the many 
excellent Qualities of Cæſar, by e are expatiates en. 
the Cruelty of his Aſſaſſination, andꝭ at laſt produces a 
Will made by Cz/ar, wherein he has left:confiderable-: 
Donations to every Roman Citizen, This turns them 


in a Moment to the Reverſe of what they were before: 
Revenge for Cæſar's Blood is now their whole Cry, 
they ſwear they'll burn the Houſes of the Conſpiratots: 


11 meeting Cina, the Poet, who unluckily was of 
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the fame Name with him 8 e "I a 
and Caſſius, miſtake him for the other, and without 


ſuffering him to ee en cd n vue e 


The Faction aware or his: fine, 0 ae 
Rome; and repaired to Sardis, where they raiſe a 
very powerful Army. Antonius,” with Ofavius Ce/ar,. 
Nephew to Julius, and Lepidas, a Patrician, govern 
the City conjointly, under the Title of the Friumwir- 
rate; and have alſo very powerful Forces, with 
which they prepare either to attack Brutus, or 55 
128 him in Caſe he marches towards Nome. ele 

Brutus is inform'd of their Strength without any 


Emotions, but receives other Intelligence which is 


very bitter to him. Portia, his Wife, fearing for 
the Succeſs of his Arms, and terrified at the Prepara- 
tions made againſt him by his Enemy, had fallen 
mad,. and in the Abſence of her Attendants, having 
no other Means to come at Death, had ſwallowed 


| Coals of Fire. As he is muſing on this ſad Accident 


in the dead of Night, the Ghoſt of Julius Cæſar ap- 
pears to him, tells him he i is his evil Genius, and will 
ſee him again at Philippi; where Brutus and Caſſius 
had juſt before reſolved to march their Forces. The 
Soul of this great Man was a. little ſhocked; but not 
daunted. at the Apparition; and inſtead of altering, 
or delaying his Purpoſe of going to Philippi, he ſends 


immediate Orders to. all.the Conmantlers. to e 
| by Break of Day. 


Octavius and Antonius being alſo on their "THEY . 


_ the two Armies meet at Ppilippi and give Battle : 


ner A bloody Struggle, Brutus Ferceives Octawiuss 
Wing 


3 [159 T7 
Wing: amable- to: maintain their Ground. en which he 
pours the main Body of his Army upon them, who. 
_ too, largely purſuing their Advantage, Antonius takes 
that Opportunity to fall on the Remainder left with 
Caffius, and with a Corps de Reſerve charges him in the 
Rear at the ſame; Time, and made a very cruel. 
Slaughter among them; Caſſius was himſelf oblig d. 
to fly, but no farther than a Hill, whence he might 
diſcern what was doing on Brutus's Side. He ſees a. 
great Blaze, and imagining it was occaſion'd by their, 
own Tents, ſet on Fire by the Enemy, diſpatches 
Tiſinius, an Officer, to learn the Truth. Pindarus 
his Slave, remains with him, who ſeeing 7:/mnius en- 
cloſed by Horſemen, and hearing a great Shout, be⸗ 
lieves him taken Priſoner; on which, Caſſfus not 
doubting but Brutus is overcome and all is loſt, com. 
mands Pindarus to hold his Sword while he falls up- 
on it; the Slave obeys, tho with Reluctance, and 


Caffivs expires the ſame Moment. Scarce has his 


Breath forſook him, when 75 nus returns, not being 
taken, as they ſuppoſed, by Enemies, but greeted 


by Friends; Brutus having been Victorious. Bat: 
there were now no Ears to welcome the Tidings he 


brought with him; the Grief of which made him 
plunge his Ponyard into his own Breaſt, and die by 
the Side of his General. 


Brutus in the mean Time turn'd his Conquering : 


Troops on Antonius 8 Wing, Who fluſh'd with the 


Succeſs over Caſſius, give him a warm Reception; 


and after much Effuſion of Blood on both Sides, tlie 


Troops of Brutus yielded or fled; all that could 


RN ex rede from a good: General, was performed by 


him 3 
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ds bee Dara? on Hntonini's Sitle; und, like 
Cafffus, to avoid being taken, he fell en his own 
Sword, even that Sword which had Stabd Naher 
Car, Thus was the Death of that great Man ful- 
h revenged, eee eee 


ker Liberty, fell a Prey to Arbitrary Power, do 
more to rie, 0. aue de be herd an bee 


fore. 
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3 Is the . Nature, to be 
E ever railing at che Preſent, and extolling the 


Sa. 


Happineſs of paſt Ages; but if we turn our Eye 
Hack as far as the Times in which this Hiſtory was 
| preſented. on. the Stage of the World, we ſhall find, 
that Ingratitude, Perjury, and Deceit, were: Victs 
vo leſs in Faſhion,. than in our Days. 

While Britain was uncorrupted with the Mixer 

13 Nations, and long e'er the Danes or Saxons 


* ea his. Hand, it was govern'd by : 2 
| King. 


2 
— 


'— _ tweenihis three: Da 


oe 2 — 
and having no Male Iflue, en his Kingdom be- 


ſought in Marriage by . of Mau, Corns 
call, and. Burgundyj. A Day therefore was appoint. 
ed to give each of them a Crown and Husband, and 
all the Nobility of the Kingdom ſuramoned t to appear 
in Honour of the ſolemn AR. 


_ Few. there were of thoſe who with'd well to their 


Country, or to the old King's future Peace of Mind, 
that were pleaſed with this Change of Affairs; but 
Lear had ever ſhewn a Diſpoſition impatient ef Ad- 
vicez for which Reaſon none preſumed to ſpeak their 
Minds. 
When all the Nobles and great Officers of State 
were aflembled in the Preſence-Chamber, the King 


cauſed a Map to be brought, in which the three Di- 


viſions of his Monarchy were drawn ont ; and hol 


ing it in his Hand, told his Daughters, That dne 


Part being richer, and mora fertil than the others, 
ſhould be the Portion of her who loved him beſt; on 
which, Cenerill, the eldeſt, was prodigal of her Al- 


Proteftations of an eternal Duty and Affection ; be WW 


Corarlia, the youngeſt, diſclaimed her Siſters Dilfi- 
mulation, and - confeſs; chat a Husband would take 
up ſome Part of her Tendernefs. This plain Speech 
fo incenſed the old capricious King, That he entirely 


ent her off from all Share in the Monarchy, and 


parted it between Gonerill and Regan, who were im- 
NE Ute eee , 
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The Duke of Burgundy, ſeeing Cordelia Dowerleſs; 
relinquiſhed his Suit, and took his Leave of the 
Court, to the great Satisfaction of that young Prin- 


ceſs; who having been moſt long and faithfully be- 


loved by Edgar, Son to the Earl of Glouceſter, had 
behaved in the Manner I have ſaid, on purpoſe to 
preſerve her {elf for him, chuſing rather to be no 
Queen, than be the Wife of Burgundy. She ſaw her 
Siſters triumph without a Pang, and lamented 
only the Neceſſity of incurring her Father's Diſ- 
pleaſure; who was now fo ſet againſt her, that he 
condemn'd the Earl of Kent to perpetual Baniſhment, 
only for ſpeaking in her Behalf too freely. This in- 
deed was the laſt Act of Power executed by the in- 
fatuated Monarch ; for he gave all into the Hands of 
Generill and Regan, reſerving only for himſelf a Train 
of an hundred Knights, who, with him, were to 
: ſojourn at the Palaces of the new e one — | 
in each alternately. 
Leut had but three. Days Time allewed: bim to 
prepare for his Departure; but that truly honeſt and 
loyal Subject, preſaging ſome of thoſe Calamities 
which afterwards befel his Royal Maſter, could not | 
reſolve, ill treated as he was, to withdraw. from a 
Place, where alone he might be able to render him 
Service: He therefore diſguiſes himſelf ſo as not to 
be known, and under the Name of ow: gets ad- 
mitted as one of his Retinue. | 
__ Edgar, in the mean Time, experiences PR as 
Exceſſes of Joy and Sorrow: He was all Extaſy at 
the Behaviour of Cordelia, and to ſee himſelf deli - 
vered em ſa een a Rival as the Duke of 
3 | Burgundy : £ 


. ks hs 


fe „ 
Bingantly: He now flattered himſelf with being at 
the End of all his Wiſhes ; but when he thought 
himſelf moſt near, a Delicacy in the Nature of that 
Princeſs threw a Bar between him and his Hopes, 
which was the more dreadful to him, as it was the 
leaſt expected. She praiſed his Conſtancy, confeſſed 
her own Affection, but at the ſame Time aflured 
him, that the Pride of Blood would not ſuffer her to 
marry, and be dependant on her Husband's Fortune, 
therefore commanded him to think no more of Love, 
or ever {ee her Face again. This was a Turn of 
Fate he ſcarce had Courage to ſuſtain, and he, per- 
haps, had yielded up his Life with the Hope of 
what was yet infinitely more dear, had not a ſecond 
Misfortune, not leſs cruel or ſudden, divided the Cur- 
rent of his Affliction, and Have a mg of fad Diver- 
ſion to its Force. 3 
The Earl of Ghucefter had a Baſtard Son rai 
Edmund ; who was a perfect Maſter in the Art of Di- 
_ ſimulation, and had ſo far inſinuated himſelf into his 
Father's good Opinion, that he, at leaſt peſſeſt an 
equal Share with Edgar, in his Affection. Finding 
the Influence he had gained, he ſo far improved it as 
to render his Brother ſuſpected of ill Deſigns; he re- 
preſented him as ambitious, bloody, and capable of 
the moſt unnatural Attempts ; and to prove the Truth 
of theſe Accuſations, forges a Letter, as from Edgar 
to himſelf, tempting him with the offer of Half Glu 
ceſter's Eſtate, if he will conſent to murder him pri- 
vately. When he has ſhewn this to the Earl, he 
runs to Eagar, tells him, that ſome Villain has in- 
cenſed their Father againſt his Life, and adviſes him 
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00 f kis Preſence, till Time ſhall make a full Picco. 
very of his Innocence of the Crimes laid to his Charge. 
Buga deceived alſo by his ſeeming Sanctity and Zeal 
to ſerve him, falls into the Snare by thinking to a- 
void it. His Flight confirms the Earl of the Truth 
of Edmund's Reports; and to make it yet more cer- 
| ain, that wicked and deſigning Traitor gives himſelf 

a flight Wound in the Arm, pretending he received it 
from his Brother, on his e him _ his un- 
natural Enterprize. 

This accompliſhes entirely ae End at which 1 — 

aim d: Edgar is difinherited, proclaim'd a Traitor, 
and Proferibed; ant himſelf declared the Heir of 
ae 

Edgar in his Aeotfruvrrent hears this News, and 

* ad other Way to eſcape, yet loth to die 
under theſe baſe Imputations, puts on the Habit 
and Behaviour of a Lunatick, and thus diſguiſed 
Ives unknown and unregarded in the Woods and. 
Foreſts, white the perfdious Author of his Miſeries 
riots in the fall Enjoyment of all kis ambitious Soul 
could wiſh: High in the Favour of his Father, 
and indulging this Tosfer Pleaſures with no leſs than 
Royal Beauty: CGoneril! and Regan had each of them 
ane al * by Turms. | 
enjoyed both. | 
But during theſe Trantattions,. King Lear was fa- 
cally convinced of the Folly he had been guilty of in 
parting with his Power: His two imperious Daugh- 
ters no longer treated him as their Father, but their 
Subject; they lower'd the Number of his Attendants, - 
frſt — e to fifty, then to twenty-five, 

then. 


9 6s * 

then to ten, afterward to five, and at laſt are ſcares 
willing ta allow him one: Kent, who ſtill follows 
him under the Name of Cajus, is put into the Stocks 
for tripping up the Heels of one of Gonenill's Gen- 
tlemen, who had behaved in a diſreſpectful Manner 
to the King. To ſuch. a-Pitch does their I - 
8 length arrive, that the unhappy Father, no longer 
able to ſupport the Contempt thrown on him by theſe 
unnatural Monſters, reſolves to quit their Sight for 
ever; and leaving with them his ſevereſt Curſes, de- 
parts the Palace of Glouceſten, where they were then, 
and flies into the Woeds, chuſing to aſſociate with- 
Beaſts, as leſs Savage chan Wretches, ſuch as ee 
in Human Form. 

It was in the moſt dreadful poi 8 Rea. 
vens ever r poured down, Thunder, Lightning, Hail, 
Rain and Wind, blended their ſeveral Forces to 
make a Night of Horror, when the unhappy King 
expoſed himſelf to open Air; and having once quit - 
ted the Palace, Glouce/ter was forbid on Pain of Death, 
either to court him back, or follow him with any 
Relief; a Barbarity ſo ſhocking to a King and Fa- 
ther, jcined with the Tyranny theſe haughty Siſters 
exerciſed over the Common - wealth, alarmed the 
N oble· minded Earl, and he reſolved; if poſſible, ta 
reſtore Things to their Primitive Condition. To- 
this End he writes to the Duke | of Cambray, 
who regarded the Duke of Cornwall, with in- 
veterate Hate, praying his Aſſiſtance to reinſtate the - 
King, and pluck « down the Arrogance of the two Fe- 
male Furies. Theſe Diſpatches, as well as the Pur. 
| pag, of them, he entruſts to Edmund, who N 2 

is 


»h 
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this Opportunity to ſtep at once into the Barldom of 


| Gloucefter, delivers them to Regan; on which the 


Earl is condemn'd as a Traitor to the Government, 


and after having both his Eyes pluck'd out, is thruſt 


out of his own Palace to beg or ſtarve; while the 

wicked Edmund is inſtated in all his en Wealth 

and Titles. 55 
At the ſame Time Cordelia hearing of Ie: Fa e 


ther s Sorrows, and that he wander'd in the Woods, 


accompany'd only by his faithful Cajus, went, with 
one of her Women, in ſearch of him; Zamund burn-. 
ing to enjoy her, and having Intelligence of her De- 
ſign, hires two Ruffians to purſue and -ſeize her, de- 
ſigning, when they ſhould have conveyed her to a2 


Place proper for that Purpoſe, to Raviſh. her; but 


her good Angel prevented this execrable Project 


from taking Effect; the Villains, tis true, eafily 
overtook her; but as they were about to force her 


along with them, her Cries reach'd the Ears of 
Edgar, who immediately ruſhed out, and with a 


Staff he had in his Hand, puts them both to flight. 
Cordelia is at firſt no leſs frighted at the Appearance of 


ber Deliverer, than ſhe had been before with the 


 Ruffians ; but he knowing her, made himſelf alſo 


known, and obtains from her, in his Rags, a 
Bleſſing, which as Glauceſter's Heir he ſollicited in 


vain; ſhe tells him, that they are now on an Equa- 


lity, and being both wretched: Vagrants, ſhe may 


_ plight her Troth to him without a Bluſh, or the leaſt 
Conſciouſneſs of being too far obliged to an Exceſs of 


Paſſion, He is now as happy as the Reflection on 
the 0 s Griefs will ive him Leave to be; and 
I Cordelia 


[ 167 J 


Cordelia being overmuch fatigued with travelling ſo 
far on Foot, and in ſo terrible a Tempeſt, compoſes 


her ſelf to ſleep in his Hovel, while himſelf and her 
Woman, watch by her. 

When ſhe awakes, he acquaints her that the King, 
by the Earl of G/ouce/ter's Means, has been conveyed” 
to alittle Houſe hard by; and then on her Defire con- 
ducts her thither, where having left her, he returns 


to the Wood and meets his Eyeleſs Father: This is a 


Sight which leaves no Room for any additional Af- 
fiction 3. he has however the Conſolation of prevent- 
ing him from doing any Violence to himſelf, and 


perſuading him to ſhew _ himſelf to the Populace, 
whom the Knowledge of his Wrongs, the Cru- 
elties practiſed on the King, and the imperious 


Behaviour of Gonerill and Regan, induce to take 
Arms. Edgar puts himſelf at their Head, and pre- 
pares to attack the imperious Queens, who having 


alſo raiſed Forces, Edmund is made General, the 


Duke of Albany not being willing to accept it, and 
(Cornwall being dead of a Wound he had received 


from one of his own Servants, whom he had ſtruck 
for adviſing him not to proceed with ſo much Rigonr 


againſt Glouceſter. 
The Armies join, and aſter a cruel Struggle Edmund 


won the Field of Battle. Lear and Cordelia were 
made Priſoners; and Edyar having now no other 
| Reſource, diſguiſed accompanies a Herald, who, in 

the Name of an unknown Champion, challenges 


Edmund to ſingle Combat, accuſing. him of Treaſon. 
Edmund, who wants not Courage, accepts the Chal- 


| lenge, and Edgar appears in his own Shape; a con- 


ſciouſneſs 
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Kionſheſs of Guilt now alarms the hitherto ſucceſfu} 
Villainz but the Duke, and both the Queens being 
in Preſence, he braves it out, fights, and is ſlain by 
Edear. Gonerill and Regau ſeem to outvie each 
ether in their Lamentations over him; but EF gar 
having given a Letter he had intercepted from Ge 
to the fallen Traitor, ſhe endeavours to ſilence her 
Complaints by the Sight of that Evidence of her diſ. 
rable: Paſſion; at firſt ſhe-raves, but Death ſoon 
puts a Period to her ill-uſed Power: Both the and 
Regan jealous of each other, have been by each other 
poiſoned, and it is but a few Moments that either of 
them ſurvive their darling Edmund: Albany con- 
vined of the Injuſtice offer d to the King, goes 
with Edgar to the Priſon, where he is confin'd ; 
they arrive in that Moment, when the Executioner, 
by Order of the late Queens, is going to put an End 
Both to his Life and that of Cordelia. As the Duke 
was à Stranger to this Decree, he conſiders the Pro- 
ceedings of his Wife with the more Deteſtation, and 
truck with a true Remorſe for the Part he has been 
drawn to act in them, reſtores the Kingdom to Lear, 
who beſtows it, with Cordelia, on Edgar, and re- 
ſolves to paſs the Remainder of his Days in Privacy 
with Ghucefter and his faithful Cajus, whom he now 


knows for the Earl of Kent, How far this Cataſtrophe 


is conſonant to Truth, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine, our Hiſtory of thoſe Times being very ob- 
ſecure ; but it is certainly agreeable to that Poetical 
Juſtice, which in Repreſentations of this Kind ou ought 
f * to be ſtrictiy overyed. 
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g [ R San n y_ 5 two 3 Valentine the, 


Elder is a well educated Gentleman; Ben the 
Vounger has ſomething amphibious in his Character, 


being Half Home: bred and Half Sea-bred : 'The one. 


has diſobligd him by an expenſive Manner of Living ; 


he therefore reſolves to diſinherit him, give all his 


Eſtate. to the other, and marry him to an auk ward 


Country Girl, calld Miſs Prue, Davghter to Mr. 


For 2 gh. 


This Forefight is is an illiterate old Man, peeviſh and 


poſitive, very Superſtitious, and a Pretender to Aſtro- 


logy: He is lately married to a ſecond Wife, who is 


young, gay, and has Wit enough to deſpiſe her Huſ- 


band. Her Siſter, Mrs. Frail, is a Woman of much 


the ame Character, and lives in the Houſe with, 


her; as does alſo Angelica, Niece to Forefght, a a 
young Lady of a conſiderable Fortune in her own 
Hands, and is paſſionately beloved by 7 alentine, 


Vol. I. * whom 
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[170] 
_ whom: ſhe in dren. ene but has hitherto con- 
cealed her Inclinations. ij 
The Characters are thus difpoled at W of | 
ks Play, when Valentine having contracted ſeveral 
large Debts, is obliged to confine himſelf to his own 
: Lodyings for fear of being confined in a worſe Place 
by his Creditors: His Impatience, however, of get- 
ting abroad to ſee Angelica, prevails above all Conſi- 
derations of his future Intereſt; and he conſents to 
make a Deed of Conveyance for the whole Eſtate to 
bis younger Brother, that he may receive four thou- 
ſand Pounds immediately to ſecure his Liberty. On 
this Condition Sir Sampſon ſends the Money to him 
by his Steward; and he renews his Addreſſes to the 
=” who continues ſtill as much on the Reſerve as 
Sir Sampſon prefles him to ſign the Convey- 
828 but on the Advice of Mr. Scandal, a Man of 
Wit, and his moſt intimate Friend, he pretends a 
ſudden Diſorder i in yay Head, and afterwards 4 down- 
Dee Frenzy. | 
Ben, in the mean Gris is Ie into os Ole 
pany of Miſs Prue, but they ſeem agreed to diſlike 
each other; he is much taken with Mrs. Frail, who 
knowing he is to have the Eſtate, endeayours to 
draw him in for a Husband; and the Girl is charmed 
with Mr. Tattle, a Fop, whom Mrs. Frail has art- 
fully introduced to her Acquaintance, on - purpoſe to 
make the rough Sailor appear more diſagreeable to 
3" her. Old Foręſig t imagines all theſe croſs Accidents 
happen, becauſe they did not conſult a lucky Hour 
to make the firſt Motion of the Match, and grows ſo 
ill upon it, that he 1 is . to * 8 aol to Bed, while 
Sende! 


Lor 

Scandal and his Wife take thar Opportmi of a- 

1 him a Cuckold. i bolgos 
Mrs. Fail perceiving that . Madneſs of: Falen- 


tine would hinder him from ſigning the Conveyanbe, 
and being told he was incapable of knowing :ahy 

Body, bribes Jeremy, his Man, to paſs her upon 
him for Angelica, and get them married together : 
The Fellow, who is ſubtle, and in all his Maſter's 


Plots, ſeems to conſent to all ſhe deſires; on which 
ſhe diſcards Ben, and thinks her ſelf certain of both 
his Brother and Eſtate, Feremy acquaints Scandal 


with the Promiſe he has made to Mrs. Frail, on 


ca is going to be married to Valentine; and Jeremy 
immediately after confirms the ſame, and makes. an 


Offer of putting him in his Maſter's Place: Tatile is 
overjoyed at the Thoughts of obtaining ſuch a Beauty 
and Fortune, and ſwears he will highly tecompence 


Jeremy for ſuch a Service. The Appointment is 
made, Tattle is to be in the Habit of a Friar, and 


Mrs. Fail to be Vail'd like a Nun; for fo, ſays Je- | 
rem, the Parties are agreed to be diſguiſed. The 


Strategem ſucceeds; Tazt/e, ſuppoſing he gives his 


Hand to Angelica, binds himſelf in the indiſſoluhle 
Bonds of Marriage to Mrs. Frail; and Mrs. Frail, 
not doubting but ſhe plights her Faith to Valentine, 
vows an eternal Love and Duty to Tartle. 


V. alentine and Scandal are very merry in private on 


" this Adventure, but their Gaiety was but of ſhort 
| Continuance : Angelica having diſcovered that J alen- 
: tine was not | JE mad, reſolves to ſhew him Trick - 


3 . for 


23 096] 
for Trick, and encouraging old Sir 'Samp/on to flatter 
himſelf that ſhe had an Inclination for him, he ad- 
dreſſes her for Marriage; ſhe ſeemingly conſents, a 

Day is fix d for the Celebration of their Nuptials, 
and the News immediately reaches Valentine's Ears. 
He was now in Reality almoſt as mad as he had 
feigned to be, and in ſpite of the Perſuaſions of Scan- 
dal, and the Entreaties of Jeremy, flew to Foreſa bi- 8 
Houſe, where he finds his Father ſitting with Ange- 
lica; both their Words confirm the Truth of what 
he has been told ; and now regardleſs of every Thing, 
he confeſſes he had but pretended Madneſs to delay 
ſigning the Conveyance, - but was now ready to do it, 
ſince he had loſt in Angelica, all for which he valued 
an Eſtate. Sir Sampſon then gives him the Parch- 
ment, but as he is juſt going to ſet his Name, An- 
gelica ſnatches it ſuddenly from him, and tears it in 
Pieces; declaring ſhe had counterfeited a Kindneſs for 
his Father, only to make Trial of his Love and 
Conſtancy, which, ſince ſhe found inviolable, ſhe 
would now reward with her Perſon and Fortune: 
The Tranſport of Valentine, the Congratulations of 
Scandal, and the Rage of Sir Sampſon, at this unex- 
pected Nute is 1985 Gongintien of ber diverting 


Comedy. 
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M ACBETH;, Thane, or Earl of Glamis, and 
Banguo, joint Generals under Duncan King of 
Scotland, having gain'd a, compleat Victory over the 
 Norewergians, were on their Neturs home; when on a 
Barren Heath they were accoſted by three Witches, 
who ſtop their march, and m them with ſtrange 
Predictions. They tell Macbeth he ſhall be Thane of 


Cawder, and King hereafter. To Bangus they pro- 


miſe a long Succeſſion of Monarchs in his Poſterity ; 


then diſappear, nor will hold farther Converſe, as if 


to reveal more was not permitted them. 2 

The Generals are ſurprized; but much a fo, 
when a Moment after they ſee the firſt Part of the 
prediction verified: A Meſſenger from the King con- 
gratulates their Victory, and gives Macbeth the Title 


of Thane of Caauder; that Peer, who had before en- 


joyed it, being convicted of High Treaſon, and con- 


demned to loſe his Head. This Promotion proved 


* fatal 
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fatal to the Virtue of Gs the flattering Prophe- 
cy run ever in his Mind, and ſetting the Glories of a 
promiſed Crown full in his View, he thought of no- 
thing but the Means to attain it, r in fn bee 
Time preſented themſelves. an 

The King, who was pleaſe d with W-Occaftoris of 
doing him Honour, would needs make him à Viſit at 
a fine, Caſtle he had at -/rverne/s ; He was attended 
by Malcolm and Donalbin, his two Sons, the Thanes 
of Fife, Lenox, Roſs, Angus, and many other Lords 
and Gentlemen of his Bed-chamber ; but Macherh 
not having Apartments for them all, none flept in the 


Caſtle but the King and two Princes, and thoſe who 


were of their immediate Attendants. | 

From the Moment of his Entrance, his bes 
Hoſt reſolved he ſhould depart no' more, and being 
ſtrengthen'd in this bloody Parpoſe-by his Wife, he 
entered the Chamber of the Royal Duncan at dead of 
Night, and having plunged a Dagger in his Breaft, 
beſmeared the Swords and Hands of two Gentlemen, 
| who were ſleeping in an outer Room, to make them 
ſeem the Murderers. 

When the next Morning the Peers came to pay 
their Duty to his Majeſty, Macheth accompanied 
them to the Apartment, and on the Diſcovery of the 
| horrid Deed, was the loudeſt of them in Exclama- 

tions: So far tranſported did he ſeem by his Rage, as 
to kill the two Waiters without ſuffering them to 
ſpeak, as ſuppoſing them to have been guilty of their 
Sovereign's Death. That done, he ſuggeſted to the 
Lords, that thoſe Wretches he had flain had been 
ſuborn d by ſome who were too nearly allied, and 
g there- 


therefore too Aden for: the Crown: Malaoln and 
Donalbin, by à precipitabe Flight from the Caſtle, 
brought upon themſelves a Suſpicion of Guilt; and 
thoſe who, before had been (belt affected to n 
1 not what to think. 10 14 

The young Princes, SW ag \belioving that 
ee Work the Murder was, the fatal Steel 
would not be dropt till all the Impediments to Sove- 


reignty were removed, thought it their beſt Way to 


ſhelter themſelves, at leaſt for a Time, in Foreign 


Realms: Malcolm. retired to England, and Donalbin 


to Ireland; where, in ſpite of che Rumours induſtri. 
ouſly propagated by Macbeth, and his 3 
great Numbers daily flock'd to them. 

On their Abſence, and ſuſpected Guilt, Macheth, 

as next of Blood, ſucceeded to the Throne; but be- 
ing arrived at the Height of all his Wiſhes, Content 
Was 4 Stranger to his Breaſt: The ſame Prediction 
which promiſed him a Crown , had alſo promiſed-it 
to Bangwu?'s Children, and having. experienced the 
Truth i in one Part, did not doubt but the other would 
equally be made good ; and this Thought gave! him 
an Anguiſh of Soul which all his exterior Grandeur 
| could not diflipate: Reſolving, however, to baffle 
Fate it ſelf, if poſſible, he invited Banguo, : and his 
only Son Flean, to a Banquet, but ordered Ruffians to 
Way-lay and Murder them as they came to Court : 

The Deſign ſucceeded againſt the unhappy Father, 

but the Son eſcaped and fled to Malcolm, who had 
.obtain'd Permiſſion of Edward, King of England, to 
K Forces for the SEE of his Ki e This 
Fee | wo 4 9 . News 
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1 ews ; preyed like a Vulture on. his Breaſt ; to en- 
er e his Horrors, Barguo's Ghoſt appeared before 
| yes in the Manper as he had fallen beneath the 
Murderers Swords ; 3. his Wiſe. truck. with A too late 
"Remorſe, run mad and died. Mackduf the Thane of 
| Hit. and many other Lords, left Scotlang, and re- 
Paired to Malcolm, and every Hour brou Abt With it 
the News of ſome new and alarming Event; 8 yet did 
not all theſe Evils make him barbour the leaſt Thought 
of Fenitence, or giving up his uſurped I Dominion to 
the rightful Owner, but. rather ſerved to harden him 
| In Blood. On, the firſt Intelligence of Mackduff”s 
| Behaviour, he cauſed his Lady, and two innocent 
Children, to be maſſacred in their own Houſe, and 
went on deſtroying, murdering all whom he but 
| ſuſpected did not approve his Actions. 
Hearing that Malcolm, with the revolced Peers, 
and a great Army, were enter'd Scotland, he muſters 
what Forces he was able, to oppoſe them; but Fear, 
which is ever inſeparable from Guilt, rendring him 
doubtful of even his beſt Friends, he has Recourſe 
to the Witches for a Fore- knowledge of the approach- 
ing Event; they tell him, That his Power ſhould 
continue till Birnam Wood ould come to Dunſinane 
2 aftle, and as to his Lie. he could be ſlain by none of 
Weman born. This Prediction ſo much re-aſſured 
his Hopes, that without taking any Meaſures to repel 
the Enemy before they gain'd too great a Head, he 
contents himſelf only with fortify ing F where 
he then reſides. | | 
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But, as it will ever be with all unwarrantable 


77 ihe C7 


Searchers i into F uturity, he is in a ſhort Time farally | 


convinced of the Error of depending. on ſuch Prog- 


noſtications. Malcolm had ordered his. Soldiers, as 
they paſſed through Birnam Wood, to pluck doyin 
each a "Bough, and carry in their Hands, thereby. to 


conceal their Nu mbers from the Tyrant's 8 Know. 
leds ge ; fo that the Wood ſeemed to the amazed Eyes 


of Macheth, to come, indeed, to Dunſmane : En- 
raged, deſpairing, he now quits the Caſtle, reſolvin 
to truſt only to his Courage, and is ſlain by Mathduff, 


who was not born, but ript untimely from his Me. 


: cher 5 Womb. The Death of this Monſter of Cruelty, 


and the Proclaiming Malcolm Sins is the Concluſion 
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Gon alen 8 in the Wie and Spirit 
* I ; for though at the opening the 
Scene, the eee e Deſigus and Views of the chief 
Characters ſeem to promiſe an infinite deal of Con- 
trivance to bring ſo many diſterent Aims to their de- 
Fred Event; we find nothing done for the Attain- 
+ ment. of them, but what might FEY well have come 
un the Compaſs of a ſingle Act. 
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115 5 That Character which moſt 8 the 4 Attention 
of AN Audience, is call d Dori mant, a Man of Rank 
- and Fortune ; and, if we take the Deſcription. of 
| 4 the other | Perſons of the Drama, a 


b. 750 
Gentleman of an uncommon Share of wit; but in 
: my Opinion the greateſt Proof he affords us that he is 
= ſo, is an artful Manner of feducing women, and then 
: triumphing in their Misfortunes : Medley is his inti- 
5 mate Friend but has no other Buſineſs in the Play 
5 chan to ridicule all who do not happen ofa in with 
a their Way of Living: Sir Fopling Flutter himſelf, who 
gives the Title to this Performance, has little more to 
do in it than to expoſe the Follies of a travel'd Fop: 
What Plot there is lies among the under Parts, accord- 
ing to the vulgar Proverb, Thoſe who Jay maſt "dv leaft. 
But as it has been, and ſtill is, a celebrated Comedy, 
*tis fit I give what Account the Incidents afford. 
Dorimant has an Amour with a Woman of Quality, \ 
called Loveit; 5 but his Paſſion for her not outliving the 
Gratification, he transfers his Addreſſes to Belinda, 
2 young Lady of her moſt intimate Acquaintance : 
She knows the Inconſtancy of his Nature, fees her 
Friend in the utmoſt Diſtration at his Ferch, Jet 
"riſques being reduced to the fame Situation, by putting 
herſelf into his Power, having no other Security for 
his Fidelity than his Promiſe of never ſeeing Loweit 
more. *Tis poſfible indeed hie would not have ſwerv'd 
from a Reſolution ſo agreeable to his own "fatiated In- 
clinations, had not that Lady, in Hopes to recover 
- him by Jealouſy coquetted with Sir Fopling Flutter, 
"which ſo muck piques his Vanity, that to prevent the 
_ Town, from believing he could ever become indiffefent 
to a Woman that had once Toved him, he practiſes all 
Bis Arts to oblige * ker to confels the Tendernefs The 
Als for him, and again expoſe herſelf Y Bis Confeſipes 


- and the Ridicule of the World. ae 
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But Se ig of Belinda, and the TIriamph over 


Fewrit does, not ſo,wholly. engroſs his Thoughts, but 
chat he has Time for other Amuſements 3 Harriot, a 


| Young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune, is the reign- 


nan of his Saul,. and not doubting but thoſe 
ms which had been fatal to ſo many of her Sex, 
would haye their wonted Effect on her alſo, takes all 
Opportunities of getting into her Company. 0 ec 

This Lady came to Town, with her Mother, Lay 
4 ad vill, in Order, as, ſhe Pretended, to be married 
to. a young Gentleman, called. Bellair; but in Reality 
only to enjoy the Pleaſures of the Town. The 
Match having been agreed on by the old People 
without conſulting her Inclinations, ſhe has tod mo- 
"diſh, a Spirit to approve any Thing, meerly becauſe 


it is her Daty to do ſo. Bellair is as little deſirous 


of this Amen as herſelf, tho for a different Motive: 


| He i is in Love with, and beloved by Emilia, a Lady 


of A ſmall Fortune, and for whom. he therefore durſt 
not avow. his Paſſion to any but herſelf, and Lady 
Town, 5 his Aunt, at whoſe Houſe, they frequently 


meet: Harriot and he however ſoon underſtand each 


— * a . 


other, and make a mutual Promiſe that, whatever 
tall be the Conſequence, never to join in Wedlock. 
Old Bellair coming to Town, to be preſent at the 
deſign'd Nuptials of his Son and Harriot, happens to 
lodge in the ſame Houſe with Emilia, falls in Love 
with her, and reſolves, if he can get her Conſent, to 


make her his Wife: 5 Harris at the ſame Time is 


charmed with Darimant, and, becauſe her Mather, 


| having 17 bi his. Character, dreads his very Name 


( 467 J 


Him on her for Mr. Courtage, a ſober Gentleman that 


: deteſts the Gallantries of the Town: He acts his Part 


ſo well, that the old Lady is extremely: pleaſed with 
his Converſation; and Things being brought to this. 
Criſis, Bellair ventures to marry Emilia, and Lady 
Townly interceding for them to her Brother, the old 
Man is aſhamed to appear too far incenſed at His 
Son for doing what he would gladly have done Him- 
ſelf; and gives them his Bleſſing-. The ſuppoſed 
Courtage being diſcovered to Lady Moadviil by Loveir 
to be Dorimant, and Harriot confeſſing a more than 
ordinary Affection for him, he has Permiſſion to attend 
them into the Cauntry, in order to coneludè that 
Match; Loveit reſolves to ſhut herſelf up in- her 
Houſe the Remainder of her Days as a Penanee for 


her paſt Conduct: The falſe Step Belinda has mage 


is kept a Secret, nor has ſhe even the Mortification of 
thinking the ſhall loſe her Lover; Dorimaat, in Spite 
of his Paſſion for Harriut, and intended Marriage; 


telling her they muſt meet again: -Medly and Sir Fop- 


Eng are left to the Continuance of their Darling Pal: | 
fions, and thus concludes a Play, which, for the Sake 


of the many Beauties contained in it, were to be 
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Efore Vienna was its an YT Seas 405 was 
governed by a Dake named Vintentio, a Prince 
of many excellent Qualities, but of too mild a Dif- 
Poſition to put ſome Laws in Execution with that Ni- 
Four, which is neceſſary to deter from the Breach or 


them. Among others they had a Statute that made it 


Death for any Man to debauch a Virgin: This Had 
lain dormant ſince the Time Yincentio had begun to 
rule, and the Vice ſpread in Proportion as the Fears 


ef Paniſhment decreaſed, till at laſt it berme too 


general to be looked upon even as a Diſgrace. 
The Duke perceived, and was greatly toüblsde & 
be il Effects of his Lenity'; but believing that an 


Enquiry into Crimes he had fo long neglected, would 


appear harſh and tyrannick in him, he bethought him 
of a Strategem, which might revive thoſe wholefome 


Tabs, and at the fame Time make not the feaft 


ä 


* 


ZW 


Dulce highly commiſerates this Delinquent, but being 
; willing to. be fatisfied how. far he was deſerving. of 


i 4 l „ Le? ”» 3 
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— 
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| Edrangement in his Peoples Aßections to him. He 
' pretended Buſineſs in Poland required his immediate 
' Preſence, and having deputed Lord Angels, one, who 


had the Reputation of the moſt ſtrict Juſtice and So- 
briety, and Lord E/calus, an old experienced No- 
bleman, to hold the Reins of Government till his 
Return, goes privately to a Convent, where making 
no other Confident of his Deſigns than one Friar, 
on whoſe Fidelity he could rely, he remains con- 
cealed, and diſguiſed like one of that Order, goes 
every Day about the City obſerving what paſt. 

He found AHzgeh exerciſed his Authority in the 


Manner he wiſhed : Ihe moſt fecret Enormities 


eſcaped not his Penetration, nor his neareſt Friends, 
when found guilty, the Puniſhment their Crimes in- 


curred ;. but the Caſe, which appears to him moſt 


remarkable, is that of Claudio; this Gentleman be- 
ing contracted to a young Lady called Futette, and 


the State of their Circumſtances not permitting a pub- 
lick Declaration of their Loves, he had prevailed 
on her to grant the Rights of Marriage without the 
Ceremony: She was with Child by him; the Amour 


was diſcovered, and he condemned to loſe his Head. 
The worthieſt Perſons in the City entreated for him, 
but the inexorable Angeli was not to be moved, and 
gave Orders for his Execution the enſuing Day. . The 


Mercy, gets himſelf concealed in an Inner Room, 
where he might overhear what Diſcourſe. paſled- be- 
tween him and his Siſter, a young and very beau- 
tiful . called Labella, whom as his laſt Reſouree 

he 
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fore Vienna was made an imperial Seat, it was 
governed by a Duke named Vintentio, a Prince 
of many excellent Qualities, but of too mild 4 BY 
poſition to put ſome Laws in Execution with that 
Four, which is neceſſary to deter from the Breach i 
them. Among others they had a Statute that made it 
Death for any Man to debauch a Virgin: This Had 
lain dormant fince the Time Vincentio had begun to 
rule, and the Vice ſpread in Proportion as the Fears 


| of Paniſhment decreaſed, till at laſt it became * too | 


general to be looked upon even as a Diſgrace. 
The Duke perceived, and was greatly ob + 
he ill Effects of his Lenity'; but believing that àn 
Enquiry into Crimes he had fo long neglected, would 
appear harſh and tyrannick in him, he bethought him 
of a Strategem, which might revive thoſe wholeſome 
Laws, -and at the fame Time make not the feaſt 


e 


| 5 [ 183 1 
Eſtrangement in his Peoples Affections to him. He 
pretended Buſineſs in Po/and required his immediate 
Preſence, and having deputed Lord Angelo, one, who 
had the Reputation of the moſt ſtrict Juſtice and So- 
briety, and Lord E/calzs, an old experienced No- 
bleman, to hold the Reins of Government till his 
Return, goes privately to a Convent, where making 
no other Confident of his Deſigns than one Friar, 
on whoſe Fidelity he could rely, he remains con- 
cealed, and diſguiſed like one of that Order, goes 
every Day about the City obſerving what paſt. 

He found Axgelb exerciſed his Authority in the 
Manner he wiſhed : Ihe moſt ſecret Enormities 
eſcaped not his Penetration, nor his neareſt Friends, 
when found guilty, the Puniſhment their Crimes in- 
curred; but the Caſe, which appears to him mot 
remarkable, is that of Claudis ; this Gentleman he- 
ing contracted to a young Lady called Julieta, and 
the State of their Circumſtances not permitting a pub- 
lick Declaration of their Loves, he had prevailed 
on her to grant the Rights of Marriage without the 
Ceremony : She was with Child by him; the Amoar 
was diſcovered, and he condemned to loſe his Head. 
The worthieſt Perſons in the City entreated for him, 
but the inexorable Angel was not to be moved, and 
83 Orders for his Execution the enſuing Day. "The 

Duke: highly commiſerates this Delinquent, but being 
willing to be fatished how far he was deſerving, of 

Mercy, gets himſelf concealed in an Inner, Room, 

where he might overhear what Diſcourſe. paſſed be- 
tween him and his Siſter, a young and very beau- 

6 . called e, whom as his laſt Reſouree 

? 9 he 
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he has perſwaded to come from a Monaltery, to fall. 


= cit his Pardon. 


"But how great is is 8 — . e chat 


| the ſeeming Saintlike Angelo has himſelf, endeavoured 


to. corrupt the Virtue of this innocent Virgin, and 
makes her Brother's Life the Price of her Conſent! | 


He now reſolves that Claudio ſhall not die, and at the 
4 fame Time that he preſerves the Life of that Offender, 
to oblige Angels to do Juſtice to a Perſon he has injur'd, 


and whoſe Story has but lately come to the Know- 


ledge of the obſerving Duke. 


Some five Years paſt he had been 4 ſolemnly contrack- | 


eld to Mariana, a noble Maid, but her whole F ortune 


With her Brother being loſt at Sea, he baſely quitted 


her, and to excuſe the ſordid Motive of his doing ſo, 
pretended he had heard Reports to the Prejudice of her 
Honour: To this Lady the Duke immediately re- 


pairs, and having perſwaded the Siſter of Claudio to 


feign Compliance with. Angelo, on Condition he would 
permit her to be brought to his Bed without any 
Light, {ends the other, who, was his betrothed nk 
in her Stead to conſummate the Contract. 


The Strategem ſucceeds, Angelo ſuſpects not i it Was 


any other than Habella, who had fill'd his Arms, and 


having ſatiated his Deſires begins to think what was 
proper for his better concealing that Crime in himſelf 


which he fo rigorouſly puniſhed in others: He knows 
Claudio is a Man of Spirit, and to prevent any Re- 
venge he may hereafter take on him for the Dif- 
honour of his Siſter, ſends an Order to the Provoſt to 
have him privately executed before Break of Day. 


Habella is informed of this unexpected Decree, and runs 


* * 18 * 
Ime- 
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immediately to the ſuppoſed Friar for Adbie * Tt 
Duke is ſhock'd almoſt beyond the Power of conceal- 
ing himſelf longer at this ſecond Villany of his De- 
puty : He bids 1/abella be of Comfort, and after pre- 
paring a Letter as from himſelf, ſhews it the Provoſt, 
letting him ſee it is the Duke's Pleaſure that Claudia 
be preſerved, but without the Privity of Angelo "The 
Provoſt obeys, and cutting off the Head of a young 
Man, who died that Day in Friſon, ſends it to 2 
gelo inſtead of Claudios. . 

The cruel Deputy is now at Bale, 8 de ends on 
the Modeſty of Jabella for concealing her own Shame: 
and is indulging himſelf in the moſt pleaſed Ss | 
when he receives from the Hands of that Friar, 
whom the Duke has all along truſted with his Dif- 
guiſe, Letters from his Maſter, importing that he is 
on his Return, and commanding both himſelf and 
Eſcalus t to meet him on a prefix d Day without the 
City Gates, and there deliver up their Commiſſions. c 

Labella and Mariana are in the mean Time in- 
ſtructed by the ſeeming Friar how to behave, and as 
ſoon as the Trumpets proclaim the Dukes Arrival, 
the former throws herſelf at his Feet, entreating Ju- 
ſtice on Lord Angelo, . who having betrayed her Virtue 
by the Promiſe. of Pardon for her Brother had af- 
terward cauſed him to be executed. The Duke ſeems 
not. to credit her Information, and bids her produce 
ſome Evidence, on which ſhe. deſires F ather Lodowick 
may | be called ; he is ſent for 3 but no ſuch Perſon be- 
ing found, that Friar, wha. was in the Bottom of the 
Affair, comes in his Room, and vouches for the Truth 
of. her * 3 ben. Mariana n the ſame 

Moment 
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Momentand invalidates his Evidence, by conſeſſing that 
it was ſhe herſelf, who having been contracted to Lord 
Angela, Nept with him on that very Night, in which 


Jabella pretends to have been diſhonoured by him. 


Angelo is amazed how all theſe Things come to paſs, 
but denies both the one and the other of their In- 


formations. The Duke pretends to be more and 


more incenſed at theſe contradictory Aſperſions on a 
Perſon of Angelos know Virtue, and telling him that 
he leaves him to be judge in his own Cauſe, and to allot 
what Puniſhment he thinks proper for the Offenders, 

withdraws, and throwing of his Ducal Robes, once 
more aſſumes the Friar, and returns to the Tri- 
bunal, juſt as Angels is about to paſs Sentence on his 


innocent Accuſers. He offers to prove that all they 


have urged is true, on which Lucio, a Court Syco- 
pübant, thinking to gain Favour, eries out he knows 
| this Friar to be a Villain, that he has ſuborned-theſe 


Women to accuſe Lord Angelb, and that he has heard 


him ſpeak contemptibly of the Duke's own Perſon. 


Angels and Eſcalus then both join in ordering him to 
the Rack till he confeſſes the Truth of all: The 


Provoſt offers to ſeize him, and Lucio affiſting plucks 


off the Hood which diſcovers the Duke's Face to 
the whole Aſſembly. E/calrs is amazed, Angelo con- 
founded, and now perceiving that it is in vain to diſ- 
ſemble his Guilt, falls on his Knees, and begs imme- 
diate Death ; and the whole Myſtery being now un- 
ravell'd, the Duke obliges him to marry Mariana, 
ask Pardon of J/abe//e for his intended Violation, and 


ſubmit to Death. He does fo with a real Penitence 


and "4 4,5 ada ; but Mariana and Iſabella both in- 
| WEE 


167 4 = 
ben ſor him, and Claudio, whom. 15 Das 
has privately ſent for, joining in their 1 
his Sentence is remitted. 

Lucid, who had falſly accuſed the Duke i in the 
Perſon of the Friar, for thoſe very Spee 


demned'to marry a common Courtezan, by whom he 


| ſome Time ſince had a Child: Claudio is made the 


joyful Husband of Julietta, and the beauteous Mind. 
and Form of gabella rendering her worthy of 2 
Prince's Bed, the Duke tewards her Virtue by 
making her his Wife: Lord Eſcalus, and the ho- 


neſt Provoſt receive thoſe Praiſes their Integrity de- 
ſerved, and the People of Vienna in general partake of 


thoſe Bleſſings which Subjects never fail of when they 
have a Sovereign who is juſt in his own Nature, 
and ſuffers not his Ear to be wholly e 
ane Ferſon. Ds 


eeches which, . 
himſelf had utter d, is taken into Cuſtody, and con- 
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WINDSOR, 
A cor. 


a 4 6 1 TEIN 


"ay Mr:. S Eger 


e * 8 


I 9 * 9 
1 8 H if Scene of this Play the is Windſor, where 


An tive } in a very great Intimacy with each other : 


This Friendſhip of the Husbands occaſions one no leſs 
fincere between the Wives, inſomuch that tho they 
dwell in two Houſes they ſeem but as one Family; 


nothing of Moment ever happening to the one, without 


being immediately communicated to the other. Mr. 7 


Page has a Daughter, called Aune, whoſe Beauty join'd 


with the good Fortune her Father is able to give her, 
attracts a great Number of Admirers, among whom. 


i Cajus, a French Doctor, whoſe Addreſſes are ap- 


pre oved. by the Mother on the Account of the Inte - 


reſt he has at Court: Mr. Slender ; a fooliſh Country 
Squire, 


Mr. Ford and Mr. Page are near Neighbours, 


Fents; 


the) 


Conſe 


differ 
ſtowi 
to T 


[ 189 : 
Squire, encouraged by the Father, becauſe he has a 
good Eſtate, and can make a handſome Settlement; 
and Mr. Fenton, a young Gentleman of {mall Fortune, 
but beloved by Anne for his agreeable Perſon and Ac- 


compliſhments. The Hopes of Doctor Cajus are alſo 


ſupported by his Houſekeeper, Mrs. Quiciiy, who 
pretends to have a great Influence over Mr. Page 8 
Family, and gets Preſents from all the Lovers by 
Turns, for her Intereſt. Juſtice Sha/bw, a Neigh- 


bouring Gentleman, and a Relation of Slender, 
eſpouſes his Suit, and gets Sir Hugh Evans, a Welk 


Parſon, to ſecond his Endeavours againſt Cajus; but 
Fenton is without any other Friend or Mediator: than 
the young Girl's Affections: He has however the 
| Conſolation of ſeeing his two, Rivals, by their 
different Intereſts, obſtruct each, other, and the be- 


ſowing of Kae Page on W differed from Time 
te 


While the Lovers are has 8 the two Wives 


happen on a Matter of Diverſion, which very much 
engraſſes their Thoughts. Sir John Fa/faf, a Fat, 


lewd, vain, cowardly, avaritious Knight, knowing 
that Page and Ford have the Character of wealthy. 
Men, flatters himſelf with being able to get both 
their Wives for his Miſtreſſes, and by that Means alſo 
unlade their Coffers of ſome Part of the Treaſures : 
contained in them. To this End he ſends Love-. 
Letters to them both, which they ſhewing to each 
other, find exactly the ſame, Word for Word, and a 


differing. in nothing but the Names. 


Affronted to have their Virtue thus attack'd, hey 
e to be ee on him ic a 19 755 which ſhall 
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make. ſome Sport * themſelves. Mrs. Ford anſwers 

his amorous Billet with a ſeeming Compliance, and 
appoints him to come to her Houſe between Ten and 

Eleven o Clock the fame Morning, her eee we 

5 ing to go abroad at that Houvrrt. 

The old Debauchee rejoices in his i vaginary' planet 
Suecebs, but having diſobliged two of his-Companions 
they in Revenge inform Mr. Ford of the Deſign he 
has upon his Wife, who being naturally inelined to 


Jealouſy. reſolves to find out on what Encouragement : 


For this Purpoſe he diſguiſes himſelf, and getting 
the Innkeeper, where Fulſtaſf lodged, to introduce 
him to his Acquaintance, by the Name of Broom, 
pretends to be in Love with Ford's Wife himſelf, and 
makes the Knight an Offer of what Money he ſhall 
demand, to bring him into her Company. Faiftaff 
ſwallouws the Bait greedily, promiſes to do all he 
requeſts of him, and to prove that he has a Power 


over her, ſnews him the e ſne has juſt before 


ſent to him. 
Ford 3 his own 9 e in hes ales 
ing the Falſhood of his Wife, and” reſolves to expoſe 


her to the Ridicule of the Town, and then be di- 


vorced. At the appointed Hour Falfaſf comes to 
Mrs. Ford ; ſhe receives him with a ſeeming Ex 
tacy; but before they can exchange many Words, 
Mrs. Page, as it was agreed on between them, comes 
hattily in, and informs Mrs. Ford that Somebody has 
incenſed her Husband with Jealouſy, and that he is 


juſt entring to ſearch for a Gallant, whom he is 


reſolved to murder, if found in the Houſe: On this 
| they thruſt him into a great Buck-Bas ket with: foul 
= # - 5 Clsoaths 5 


[191] 
Cloiths, and order two of the Servants ta carry the 
pun ee ee ee 5 


Mrs. Page, however, had ſpoke a greater Truth 


than ſhe imagined, for they had no ſooner pack'd up 


the Knight, but Mr. Ford, accompanied by her Huf. 


band and ſeveral other Neighbours, came indeed to 


ſearch the Houſe ; they met the Basket carrying out, 
but being informed twas Linen, let it paſs. No Man 
being found, Ford begins to grow aſhamed of his 
Jealouſy, asks his Wife's Pardon, and invites the 
Company to come next Day to go a Birding with 
him. In the mean Time he goes again in the Name 
of Broom, to Sir Fohn Falfiaf, who tells him the 
whole Story of the Buck-Basket,. with this Addition, 
that Mrs. Ford had made a ſecond Appointment with 
him, to come the next Morning; which now con- 
vinces the jealous Husband that his Wife is really 
| falſe, and makes him reſolve to prove her ſo. 
It was really Truth, that Mrs. Ford, and Mrs. 
Page, willing to mortify him yet more, had ſent him 
ſuch a Summons ; but before the Time of his Ap- 
pointment arrived, Ford had inform'd Page of all he 
had heard from Fa/faff; he told it to his Wife, and 
ſhe communicated it to her Friend, who was almoſt as 
much offended at her Husband's cauſeleſs Jealouſy, as 


at the Knight's impudent Addreſſes, contrives to play 
them both a Trick. - Fa/faff is no ſooner entered, than 


the Alarm is given of Mr. Ford's Return, who on 


that is obliged to conſent to be dreſt up like an old 
Woman of Brainford, who uſed to come to ſee her 


Maid, and paſſed for a Fortune-teller: The Buck- 


bar is again ns and when Ford appears 


with 
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| with * is Friends, in order to deteQ his Wite in 


her Guilt, the Servants, according to the Cue ſhe 
has given them, open the Door to carry it out; he 
commands them to ſet it down, and not doubting but 
the Knight is in it, plucks out all the Linen; finding 
| himſelf diſappointed there, he goes into the Houſe, 
{arches all the Rooms, and ſeeing the ſuppoſed old 
Woman, whom -he hated, and took for a Bawd, 


beats Sir John unmercifully, and turns him out of 


Doors. All the Neighbours laugh at him, and re- 
proach him for his unjuſt Suſpicions; and when his 
Wife thinks: her ſelf ſufficiently revenged by their 


Perſecutions, ſhe lets him into the whole Secret, how 


Mrs. Page and her ſelf contrived theſe Strategems 
to puniſh the Attempt made on their Virtue by that 
old Lecher. Every one applauds their Conduct, 
and Ford is entirely cured of his jealous Humours. 
Aſter this they all agree to plague Sir Job yet far- 
ther; Mrs. Ford, and Mrs. Page, are to Lure him 


to Windſor Foreſt at Midnight, and the reſt of the 


Company are to be dreſt like Fairies, and pinch and 
torment him till he forſwears all Efforts” againſt the 
| Chaſtity of Women. The Contrivance is no ſooner 
formed, than they go abdut the Execution of it; and 
the two Wives having played their Part, and Fa/taf 
accepted of the mms —_— 0 8 for his on 


.ception.. | >; 
All this Time ew Page had been lh la- 


5 boring: to get her Husband's Conſent for their Daugh- 
ter's Marriage with Doctor Cajus, and he as carnettly 


endeavouring to gain her Approbation of Slender; 


but neither of them being able to convince the other, 
2 . both n 


WJ 
boch reſolve to take the Opportunity of this Mid. 
night Ramble, to bring about what they defire: Arne 
is as well as the reſt to perſonate a Fairy, and to be 


dreſt in White for that End. Page, therefore, bids 


Slender ſteal her privately away, and carry her to 
Faton, where a Chaplain ſhould be ready to meet 
them. Mrs. Page makes her wear a green Habit, 
and by that, tells Doctor Cajus he may dittinguiſh 


her, and lead her to the Deanery, where ſhe will 


appoint a Parſon to wait for them. Arne teceives the 
different Commands of both her Parents, and pre- 
tends a ready Obedience; but ſeeing chat there is a 
Neceſlity for her to diſoblige one of them, ſhe thinks 


it beſt for to take this Opportunity of following her 


own Inclinations, and goes off with Mr. Fenton; 
having dreſt up two Boys, one in White, and the 
other in Green, to deceive Slender and the Doctor. 
Sir Jobn Faltaff, who by the merry Wives Ad- 
vice, had diſguiſed himſelf like Herne the Hunter, a 
Spirit, ſuppoſed to walk in a certain Part of the Fo- 
reft, is frighted, almoſt out of his Wits, by the 
ſeeming Fairies; who after their Fill of terrifying 
him, diſcover themſelves, and taunt him with the 
moſt bitter Mockery. In the midſt of their Mirth, 


Slender returns, lamenting that he has taken a great 
lubberly Boy for Aune Page: The Doctor immediate - 
ly follows with the ſame Complaint ; and as they are 
amazed what is become of their Daughter, the ap- 


pears with Fenton, and both fall on their Knees, en- 
treating Bleſſing and Forgiveneſs. Neither Page or 
his Wife have any ill Nature in their Compoſition, 
and are | eaſily — to reconcile themſelves to 

II. I. | 1 LEES what 
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what is without a Remedy; ; and fo ends this divert | 


=o REY. 


* d 


IHR 1D4 TE 4 


King of Poxrus; 


A TRAGE D V. 


* o 7 * 
- __— 


= Mr. LEE. 


F all the THEN s ths FILE UT MUS, | 
ed to ſubject to their Alk-conquering Power, 
none reſiſted with greater Bravery, than Mithridates, 


King of Pontus: A Prince not inferior in Courage, and 
Greatneſs of Soul, to any of the antient Heroes ; and 
had he known but half ſo well how to regulate his Pa/* 

font, as to conduct his Troops, tis ſcarce probable 


his Dominions would ever have been converted into | 


Roman Provinces ; but thoſe internal Rebels join- 
ing with his Enemies, he fell, at laſt, not con- 


quer'd, but betrayed. The Manner how, is livelily 
repreſented in the Tragedy now under Conſidera. N 


tion. 


bee the three eldeſt —_ fallen Victims to his Jea- 
louſy 


| i 


Db» > HMM DO» = 


 Mithridates, by. 8 Queens, had five Sons ; 
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> abt, of their Ambition, there remained only Zi. 
phares and Pharnaces ; the former had all the Virtues 
of his Father, the latter all his Vices. Ziphares 
bravely fought his King and Country? s Battles, and 
by repeated Victories humbled the Roman Pride: 
Pharnaces remained in Court, and by all manner of 
Artifices ſtrove to blaſt the envied Glories of his 


Brother, to render his Actions ſuſpected, and in 


fine to eſtrange him from their Father's Heart; but 
Mithridates knew too well the Value of ſuch a Son, 
to be eaſily moved againſt him; and all the Inſinua- 
tions of the other, ſeconded by his two Creatures, 
Pelipidas and Andravar, were in vain, till an un- 


foreſeen Accident favoured their Attempts, and ruin. 


ed not only that unhappy FI. but all Pontus with 
him. 

It was not only an innate Hatred of Virtue in ge- 
neral, which made Pharnaces fo much the Enemy of 
his Brother, but a boundleſs Ambition and Impati- 


ence to ſtep into the Throne; to attain which, he 


would not have ſcrupled even to deſtroy that Life 
which gave him Being; Ziphares was the firſt Impe- 


diment, and he imagin'd, that could he once remove 


him, he ſhould, by throwing the Odium on his Fa- 


ther, incenſe the People ſo far as to render it eaſy 
for him to compaſs his Wiſhes. Love and Deſpair 


alſo concurred to add new Rage to his Ambition ; he 


adored Monyma, the Daughter of Palemere, a Tri- : 


butary King of Epheſus ; his Father became his Ri- 
val; ſhe was brought to Sinope, in order to be made 
his Bride z and the Play opens with a Deſcription of 


the Preparations for that Ceremony. 
* „ "Tis 
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3 "Tis not to he doubted, but all had been offered 
that ſeemed feaſible to prevent this Match; but the 
Will of M:ithridates was uncontrolable, and there re- 
mained but one Reſource for Pharnaces and his 
Friends. Tryphon, High Prieſt of the Sun, was Bro- 


ther to P elopidas ; ; him they have brought into their 
Party, and by his Contrivance, juſt when the King 


has given his Hand to Monyma, the Image of Vic- 
tory falls down and breaks in Pieces: A Prieſt ſeems 
ſeized with a Prophetick Spirit, and denounces Woes 


upon the Match, and various other counter feited 


Prodigies are pract iſed to deter Mithridates, who de- 


pends much on Omens, from ſuffering the Ceremony 


to proceed. To add yet greater Strength to this 
Strategem, they had fill'd his Ears with the Praiſes of 


a new Beauty, call'd Semandra, Daughter to Ar- 


chelaus, a brave and experienced General: They 


knew ſhe was the Miſtreſs of Ziphares, and were 


alſo inform'd, that Prince intended to beg the King's 
Permiſſion to marry her, and hoped the powerful 


Charms of this Lady, would have ſuch an Effect on 


the natural Inconſtaney of Mitbridates, as to eclipſe 
thoſe of Monyma ; and by this Means preſerve that 
Lady for Pharnaces, and turn the Misfortune, with 


which he now was threatned, 1 db on his Bro- 


ther. 5 


Tpheſe at and ae eg kn were not cate 


Ih their Expectations: Ziphares no ſooner preſents the 
: amiable Semandra to the Eyes of Mithridates, than 


all the Beauties he had ſeen in his half-wedded 


Queen vaniſh, and he can now think nothing lovely 
Par the Dau ghter of ONE N ot all the Victo- 
Ties 


ej, pd OY = oo wh 


MP x = — me. 


4 . 
ries, won by his Son ſeem worthy of ſo rich a Re- 
compence, nor of the Sacrifice he muſt make of his 
own Wiſhes, in reſigning her to him. Diſſembling, 
however, as much as poſſible, the Motive of his Re- 
fafal, he accuſes Archelaus of a treaſonable Audacity, 
in aſpiring to match his Daughter with the Heir of 
Empire: Reproaches Ziphares with a Meanneſs of 
Spirit unworthy of his Birth ; and to divide their 
Loves, compels Semandra to attend his Queen till he 
ſhall provide a Husband more ſuitable to her Circum- 
ſtances. 2 
To repreſent the ET, of Z iphares, at ſo dread- 
ful a Diſappointment of his expected Happineſs, 
would be impoſſible ; therefore I ſhall only ſay, that 
he regrets it as becomes both a Son and a Lover, re- 
ſolute neither to oppoſe his Father's Will, nor ſur- 
vive the Loſs of his Miftreſs. _ 
 Pharnaces on the contrary flies to the 8 
of Monyma, endeavours to inſpire her with a Deſire of 
revenging his Father's Coldneſs, and a Willingneſs to 
reward the Flame with which himſelf ſo long has 
languiſhed ; but finding all he can urge on either of 
theſe Subjects ineffectual, reſolves to raviſh her, and 
communicating his. Intentions to Pelopidas and An- 
dravar, they preſently contrive this Project to give 
him an Opportunity. They fall at Mithridatess 
Feet, and with horrid Oaths atteſt, that they have 
heard Monyma attempting to ſeduce the Loyalty of 
Pharnaces, and offering her Love and Perſon as the 
| Reward of his Rebellion; both which, ſay they, 
the generous Prince refuſed. On this, the furious 
King orders her Impriſonment, and commits the 
| K 5 "Care 
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Care of her to Andravar, which was all . wicked 
Son and his Aſſociates deſire. 

Sæmandra is all this while perſecuted' by he un- 
warrantable Paſſion of Mirbridates, but all his Ef. 
forts ſerve only to make her Love and Conſtanty to 
Ziphares more conſpicuous: At the ſame Time News 


arrives, that the Remans, about to renew the Pon- | 


niet War, have ſent a great Army into Af, under 
the Command of Glabrio; on which, Ziphares ſtill 
retaining his former Duty and Affection to his Fa- 
ther, begs he may try his Force once more againſt 
theſe Invaders of his Country; old Arehilaus burying 
the Remembrance of his Wrongs in the Conſideration 
of the preſent Danger, entreated alſo a Renewal of 
His former Commiſſion 3 and this Behaviour, joined 
with the Prayers and Tears of Semandra, had ſome- 
what in it ſo touching, as awakens all the nobler Fa. 
culties of Mithridates's Soul: He bluſhes to think he 


could be capable of even a Wiſk to injure ſo excel 


Tent a Son, and loyal Subject, and that Glory which 
he had ever purſued, though ſometimes with miſtaken 
Steps, repreſenting to him how ſhameful it was for a 
Monarch to ſuffer himſelf to be drown'd in Pleaſures, 

at a Time when publick Cares claimed his whole At- 
tention, he reſolyes to reſign Semandra to her firſt 

"Vows, , how dear ſoever the Conflict ſhould coſt him. 

The Joy of Z ephares and Archelans at ſo happy a 
ag is eaſy to be conceived, and the former 

; kaving received Semandra from his Father's Hand, 


with the moſt binding Aſſurances of being joined to 


her for ever on his Return from the Wars; begins his 


| March, with that Geber againſt the Romani, FW 


a ſoon 


1 


| 199 ] 
ſoon encountring, the Armies come to a pitch'd Bat- 


tle ; and Ziphares gains as compleat a Victory as the 


utmoſt Thirſt. of Fame could deſire. _. 

Laden with Spoils, and full of glorious Woods, 
he returns to Sinope, impatient to receive the Praiſes 
of a Father and a Miſtreſs: The Princes and great 


Men meet him without the City Gates; the Citizens 


ſorſake their Dwellings to ſtrew Flowers before him; 


the Populace behold him as their Guardian God, 


and are ſcarce with-held from paying him Divine 
Honours. Never were Welcomes more. ſincerely 
given; never was Joy more Univerſal, . except in 
that only Place where moſt he wiſhed. to find it. 

But while he had been thus prodigal of his Blood 
in the Service of his Country, his own Deſtruction 
was compleated by thoſe very Perſons who reap'd the 


Benefit of his Toils.  Pelopidas and Andravar, in 


| his. Abſence, by bringing Mithridates. to behold Se- 
mandra fleeping, by conſtant Praiſes of her Beauty, 
and a thouſand other Artifices, reviv'd his Paſſion for 
that unhappy Maid; and when they found his Vir- 
tue, and the Promiſes he had made his Son, ſtill main- 


tained an equal Combat with the guilty Flame, they 


invented Intelligence to leſſen the Merit of his Ac- 


tions; Fate ſeem'd, indeed, to join in their Endea- 


vours ; Stratonice, the Mother of Ziphares, inſtigated 
by a fatal Tenderneſs, promoted the Ruin of him: 
Fearing, for. the Event of Battle, ſhe. privately fent 
Ambaſſadors to Rome, and yielded up Inora, the 
richeſt Fort in Ala, to their Power, on Condition, 
that Whatever happened, the Life and Liberty of her 


Hadling: Son ſhould. be. untouched. - Pharnaces and his | 
* * 2 action | 
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Faction were ſoon inform'd of this Tranſaction by 
their Spies, and immediately communicating it to 
the King, gave all their other Aſſertions the Shew of 
Truth. The Congratulations alfo on the Prince's 
Return, the Triumph forced on him by the People, 
ſerved not a little to enhance the Rage. and Jealouſy 
2 of a Monarch naturally ſuſpicious; and theſe Emo- 


tions being continually kept warm, and aggravated 


by the Inſinuations of Pelopidas, and Andravar, he 
reſolves no longer to do a Violence on himſelf, for 
the Sake of a Son, who now ſeems ſo unworthy of 
Dis To © 

"Vi With theſe TT —.— 5 commands . to 
be brought into the Temple, and though ſhe obſti- 
nately refaſes to give her Hand, he compels the 
Prieſt to pronounce Sacred Rites ; and, after the cruel 


Villains, Pelopidas and Andravar, have drag d ber 


0 his Chamber, by Force enjoys her, 

Thus is Zipbares torn from all his Hopes; ; Undone 
beyond all Poſſibility of Retrieve; He would not 
have ſurvived the Loſs, but Archilaus having no other 
Way to fave him from himſelf, ſwears to kill Seman- 
dia the Moment he ſhall attempt any Thing againſt 
* His own Life ; and by this Means forces him to re- 
main in a World, which no longer is capable of af- 
| © fording him ought. but Objects of Diſpair, of Grief, 
and Horror. 


= _Pompey, to — — Glabris's 8 Defeat, is now ad- 
2 vancing towards Sinope with a powerful Army : Ms 


_thridates, ſtung with the moſt cruel Remorſe for the 


rief has near turned. her Brain, begins to ima- 


Wrong done to poor Semandra, whoſe conſummate 


C2) 
gine _his Son _ been unjuſtly accuſed, and fees, 
too late, the Artifices practiſed on him, when go- 
ing to  Monyma's. Apartment, he diſcovers that . ſhe 
is fled to Pompey's Camp, to avoid the Perſecution of 
| Pharnaces s Love. He has not Leiſure now, o 
ever, to inflict the Puniſhment the Crimes of thoſe 
Traitors merit from his Hands, Pompey. is almoſt at 
his Gates, and he puts himſelf at the Head of his 
Troops, in order to repel him, if poſſible. But the 
wicked Pharnaces knowing Monyma was retired to 
| Pompey, and not doubting but all would be laid open, 
perſuades the Army to revolt, having firſt made a 
Covenant with the Romans, That Monyma, and. Half 
his Father's Empire, ſhould be the Reward of his 
Treaſons. Ziphares has vowed no more to draw his 
Sword in Battle, nor can Mithridates expect more 
Service from a Prince he has ſo cruelly undone; ſo 
that deprived of that Bulwark of his State, his Peo- 
ples Hearts in general, and the greateſt Part of his 
Soldiers by N the Romans gain an eaſy Vic- 

tory. 
While Mithridates is Fehting without the Walls, 
: Pelopidas and Andravar attempt to murder Ziphares 
within; but tho' he wiſhes to die, he ſcorns to fall by 
Villains Hands; and purſuing them in the Dark, is 
met by Semandra, whom he mortally wounds un- un- 
| knowingly : On the Diſcovery of what he has done, 
he fwallows Poiſon, and outlives her but a few Mo- 
ments. Muhridates falls a Sacrifice to numberleſs | 
8 Wounds, but has this Comfort in his F all, to have 
5 Pbarnacet, Andravar, and Pelhpidas i in his Power, 
5 whom, before be expires, he orders to be thrown 
F; 5 N 8 1 
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flom the Top of a high Tower, in Sight of Pompey 
and the Roman Legions. A piece of Poetical Juſtice, 

which, if omitted, could not have: been atroned . ad 

Np the PIO "_ 1 1 El bis won 
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ATRAGEDY. 
* *. Mr. Con NGRE v . fad. 17 
d 110 Es SDS Zr N 
N THILE- tic e 8 e now 
20 compoſe the Monarchy of Spain, were each 


of n govern'd by a Prince of their own, they 
ved in almoſt a continual Variance. Valentia and 
Granada had that implacable Hatred for each other, 
that it was entailed from Father to Son, for many Ge- 
- nerations, and become no. leſs Hereditary than their 
Crowns. The Subjects of both cried aloud for Peace, 
- but their Sovereigns, inſtigated by Ambition and 
Revenge, were deaf to all Complaints, till; i Anſelmo, 
King f Valentia, a Prince of a milder Diſpoſition 


. than Pr edeceſſors, was was moved with the Calami- 
4 „„ 3 


gain d a very great Victory, and brought the Frincefs 


ties of y And Pehnsecbepe v Period to 
the War, by a Marriage between” Alphonſo," his only 
Son, and Almeria, ſole Daughter of Manuel, King of 
Granada, and Heireſs of that Monarch? 3s 

But theſe Salutary Offers being rejected, the War 9 
Was renew'd with greater Fury than ever. Anſelmo 1 


of Granada, Priſoner to his Palace: The Noble bi | 
Treatment ſhe received in the Valentian Court, and 12M 
the excellent Qualities of Alpbonſo, made ſo tender 
an Impreſſion on the Heart of this young Princes, 
that ĩt could only be equal'd by the Paſſion her Beauſy 
had inſpired mn him. Anſelmo and his Queen beheld 
their mutual Affection with Pleaſure ; and repeated 
their Offers of Accomodation with Manuel, but that 
haughty Prince, burning with Revenge for his late 
Defeat, refuſed to give Audience to the Ambaſſadors; 
and having muſtered, his whole; Force, gave a ſecond 
Battle to 4»/e/mo, in which he was ſo ſucceſsful as to 
put the Valentian Army entirely to the Rout; and 
Palace Gates, which he cauſed immediately to Be 
8 fired,” ſeeming not to 'regard if his own Daughter pe-- 
riſhed in the Flames, provided he R Une | 
N his Race at the ſame Tin. 

The good old King had obliged kis Won I 
als the Princeſs of Granada, to embark on board a 
"Veſle!, that whatever ſhould' happen to himfelf, they 
might eſcape the Rage of Conqueſt; then ruſt'd 
forth at the Head of his remaining Troops, and com- 
. —_ an hrs, gs 2505 Was Een "PO. 75 
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The Manner in which the reſt of che Royal Fa- | 
ally" had quitted Valentia, being betrayed to Manuel, : 
he ſent out Gallies in Purſuit of them. Alphonſo per- 
_ ceiving the Danger they were in, entreated the Prin- 
eeſs would put it out of her Father's Power to ſepa- 
rate them, by marrying him that Moment; the 
Queen ſeconded his Petition, and Almeria, who truly 
Toved him, conſented. The Ceremony was ſcarce 
performed, when a violent" Storm - aroſe, and drove 
their Veſſel on the Coaſt of 4/ic4 ; ee ee 
im a Rock, it was daſh'd to Pieces. 55 
This Auisſortune of the Valentian Sbip inſtructed 
the Purſuers to avoid the Danger; and one of the 
Gallies was fo fortunate as to come near enough the 
- Wreck, for the Men on board her to ſave Almeria 
when ſhe was juſt finking. Alphonſo and a Noble 
Falentian, call'd Antonio, were thrown on the Shoar 
by the Force of the e . et 88 
the others periſh'd. _ 
When Manuel had Pertscted *% Cate of 1 a- 
ee he returned home ſatiated with Reven ge and 
Glory, and leading Captive his mortal Foe Auſelmo. 
_ His. Daughter, thus miraculoufly preſerved, ſoon fol- 
lowed him, tho' with the moſt conſummate Grief. for 
the ſuppoſed: Loſs of her dear 4/phonſo; and which 
afterwards received as much Addition as it was ca- 
' pable of, by ſeeing her Father treat, with the utmoſt 
. Inhumanity, a King, his equal, and who had be- 
| haved to her with ſo much Tendernels. _ | 
In the mean Time a Fate befel 4phon/o, far dif- 
"ferent from the Imagination of either his Friends or 
Enemies. The Sands on which he was caſt, were in 
the _ 


1 1 


ſa} 
the Dominions of  Albacacim, , King of Merce; 


whoſe Queen being then walking, attended by her 


Women and Eunuchs, was Witneſs of the Misfortune 


. the Veſſel had {i uſtain'd,, and ſaw. the two Noble 
Wreckes thrown almoſt at her Feet. At firſt the was | 


induced only by the Compaſſion of her Nature to order 


Means ſhould be applied for their Recovery, but when 


the Endeavours of thoſe employed were ſucceſsful, and 
the Prince regain'd Breath enough to addreſs himſelf 
in Thanks to his generous Protectreſs, ſhe was in a 
Moment poſſeſt of a Paſſion for him, which neither 
her Virtue, nor her Duty was ſtrong enough to repel. 

She made him be carried to the Palace, and paſs'd 
him on the King for O/myn, Prince of Fez, her 
Kinſman. His Magnanimity of Deportment ſoon 
rendred him no leſs: efteem'd by Albucacim, than be- 
loved by Zara his Queen; and he let not ſlip the Ad- 
vantages the Sentiments of both afforded, to endeavour 
the Reſtoration of his Father: He prevailed with 


Abbucacim to invade Granada; but tho they had a 


great Number of Troops, and he did Things which 
could be inſtigated by nothing but the Reaſons he had 


do deſire Death or Conqueſt, they were overcome by 


Manuel: Albucacim was flain in Battle, and himſelf, 
with Zara, and Antonio, and a great Number of 
Moors, made Priſoners, and carried in Triumph to 
Granada, the Day ſucceeding that, in which the 
good King of Valentia, having lingred many Months 


in a cruel Captivity, had finiſf'd his N and was 


inter G. 


This 


: - 206: ]. 
This diſtreſsſul Criſis the Poet has choſe for the 
Opening his Tragedy. Almeria mourning Auſalmo, 
| whoſe freſh Loſs reminds her of that more terrible one, 
ine imagines ſhe has fuſtained in the Death of Ahlonſo: 
Alpbenſs, concealed under the Name of Oſyn, lament- 
ing both his Parents, the ſuppoſed Death of his dear 
Almeria, his enſlaved” Country, his own Chains, and 
the Diſappointment of his hoped Revenge: Zara, a 
Princeſs of great Virtues, tho“ too violent in her 
Paſſions, reduced from Sovereignty to Bondage; and 
deſpairing that all ſhe has done and ſuffer'd for O/myn 
_ will ever be ſufficient to warm him into that Tender 
neſs for which ſhe languiſſes. The chief Characters 
being thus diſpoſed give an ample Field for the cre 
tiful Incidents, with which the Play abounds.” 
To add to the raren of Almeria, her Father i in. 
joins her to marry Gareia, Son of Gonſalex, the Prime | 
Miniſter; bur ſhe bees raches to make Choice of 
the Grave, and takes a ſolemn Vow never to wed 
again; after which ſhe 888 to boo” apart Ty in- 
tending there to repeat it. 
Manuel having been Tard with che dy of | 
his fair Captive Zara, releaſes her and all her Train 
from their Bonds; Oy/nyn (that is Alphonſo) being 
among the Number, employs the firſt Moments of 
Bis Freedom in Vifiting his Father's Remains; being 
enter d the Monument he throws himſelf upon the 
Leaden Coffin, to pay there thoſe filial Duties his 
Mlisfortunes had deprived him of when living. Scarce 
had he began his pious Rites, when Almeria, believing 
ſhe ſpoke only to inanimate Stones, repeats his Name 
with ſuch an Emphaſis that he is alarm'd, ſtarts from 
— | | the 
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| the Tomb, ruſhes forth, and gives and receiyes 4 
mutual Surprize: He ſees Almeria, ſſie ſees him, and 
each beholding in the other the dear Perſon ſo lang 


and with ſo much ſeeming Reaſon believed dead, was 


too great, and too ſudden a Turn of Fate for. Senſe 
or Nature to ſuſtain; and they are ſinking in each 


others Arms, when Antonio, free'd alſo under the 


Name of Heß, comes to their Relief, tho” little leſs. 


amazed than Alphonſo had been, to find Almeria living... 


Alphonſo feels an Aggravation of Aﬀtoniſhment to ſee 
his Friend, whom he imagined ſlain in the late 
Battle. But the firſt Emotions ſuch ſurpriſing Events 
occaſioned being a little over, and the Means of their 


ſeveral Preſervations made known, all their late 


Agonies of Mind are now converted into the moſt 
perfect Joy the Circumſtances of their Affairs would 
permit. Almeria is obliged to retire on the Approach 
of Zara, who hearing where the ſuppoſed Oſamm was 
retired, comes in Search of him. She upbraids him 


with what ſhe. has done for him, and his Want of 


Gratitude ; the Coolneſs of his Replies incenſes her 


ſo far as to make her accuſe him to the King of 


having preſumed to addreſs her on the Score of Love; 
on which the impatient Manze/ commands he ſhall 
be confined in the Dungeon where 4nſelmo died. 
Zara ſoon after repenting of her Injuſtice ſollieits 
o hm-aad bent obtained the 
Royal Signet for that Purpoſe, comes in Perſon to 


the Priſon, where Almeria has juſt before enter d; the 


Sight of that Princeſs, 'and the Confuſion ſhe obſerves 
in both their Faces, fires her afreſh with Jealouſy and 
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| coming, and inſtead of giving Ohe Liberty, order 
be ſhall be more cloſely conſined, and no Perſon 

mins ſuffered to have. any Communication with 
While KAY Thi ings were eee 1 had 
5 into a League with ſome powerful Male 
contents, to whom he declared that A Iphonſo was 

ſtill living; and every Thing being prepared for 

their F light, they left Granada, and were now raiſing 
an Army in Yalentia. Intelligence of all this is 
brought to Manuel, and as O/myn is known to be 
the Friend of Heh, he is fi uppoſed to have a Hand in 
-the Conſpiracy : Which Seen is confirmed by 
Zaræ, who has no other Pretence but that of his be- 
ing a Traitor, to cover the ſudden Change of her Hu- 
mour; and on . Manuel ſigns an ae for his 
Death. 5 
- But Zara now experiences that Lanes is the Hob n 
of all Paſſions. All her Revenge for neglected Beauty, 

ſubſides as ſoon as ſhe is inform'd of this Sentence; ſhe 

*thinks no more of any Thing but how to avert it, = 
and by the Aſſiſtance of her faithful Eunuch Shim, 
contrives the following Strategem. She tells the 
King that ſhe has received Information that his Guards 

are corrupted, that ſome among them are reſolved 
to reſcue O/m7 at the Place of Death, and adviſes 

* that Execution may be done in Private by her Mutes. 

The King conſents, and Orders are given that none 5 
but ſuch as are ſent by Zara ſhall have Admittance 
"to the Priſoner. By this Means ſhe hopes, when 
Night ſhall favour her Deſign, to ſet him free. News 
Py, 1 that 221 had been ſayed on the Coaſt of 
; rich, 
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Africk, the no longer doubts if Oſuyn and A 5% 
are the ſame, therefore reſolves to be as ſpeedy as poſ- 
| fible in releaſi ing him, well knowing the Ring, 1 
when appriſed of this Secret, e not ſuffer; b 
to live an Hour. + =_ 
The dreadful News ol Op- $ Se ks. ” 
ing brought Almeria, ſhe throws herſelf at her Father's 
Feet, conjuring him to ſpare his Life, calling him 
Alphonſo, and her Husband. The King not compre- 
hending her Meaning, thinks her diſordered in her 
Senſes, and leaves the Room; but Gonſalex, who is 
preſent, being reproached by her as the Perſon who 
has diſcovered A/phon/s, the Secret is unwarily be- 
trayed to him. Things being come to this Extre- 
mity, the artful Stateſman forbears to acquaint the 
King, fearing he might, in Compaſſion to his Daugh- 
ter's Deſpair, be brought to pardon 4/phon/o, and by 
that Means Garcia would loſe all Hopes of Almeria 
and the Crown. Prompted by his Ambition he re- 
ſolves to murder Alphonſo privately, before it could be 
., divulg'd to the King that he was any other than 
 _ O/myn: To this End he orders Alonzo, a Creature 
of his to procure him the Habit of one of Zard's 
Mutes, none other being permitted to ſee him. 
Zara ſends a Letter to Alphonſo by a Mute, telling 
him ſhe is now acquainted with the Secret of his 
Birth, but that he may depend on her for his Free- 
dom that very Night: The King attended by 4lonzo 
meets this Mute, who diſcovering a Guilt in his 
Countenance, and an Endeavour to conceal ſomething, 
Manuel commands 4lonzs to force him to a Diſcovery 
| of his Errand : Alonzo follows him, and ſoon returns 
with 
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with his Life. The Letter he gives the King, and 
having ons _— carries the I to w_ 
 falez.. IE 


1 5 dia. not 4 of Ohrs + Qual „ 
| Int Zn Inclination and Deſign being now unra- 
velbd to Manuel, raiſes in his Soul a perfect Tem- 
peſt of Rage and Indignation; he raves, curſes, and 


ſtrikes Perez the Captain of his Guards; but after- 
wards bids him go that Moment and put an End to 
the Life of Asbonſa, and afterwards ſend his Habit to 


him. Perez promiſes Obedier 


Eſcape, carries the Robe and Turbant he wore as 
Qſaun, . mee 
were fufiled. 


PP ² entinptinbt Hon 


when the. ſhould; eme to. fat Agbs free, diſguiſes 


himſelf in the Habit of O/aryn,. and takes his Place in 


the Dungeon, waiting the Approach of 'that Princeſs ; 


at the fame Time, Gonſaleæ attired like a Mute, 
comes to the Priſon, and deceived by. the  Drefs, 


plunges his Sword into his Royal Maſter's Breaft. 


Al, Phanſo, having now joined 4ntorzo, and the Army | 
levied in his Name, enters Granada, and is pro- 


claimed King of Valentia by the Soldiers as he paſſes. 
Garcia, hearing the Alarm, ſeeks haſtily for the King, 
but neither his Majeſty nor Gosſalea being in the 


Palace, 4lonzo conducts him to the Dungeon where 


he knew the Latter was gone. On their acquaint- 
ing him with the Approach of Alphonſo, and his en- 
| IgG to convince them of the contrary by aſ- 


ſuring 


tence, but in Revenge of 
the Blow, ſets free- Ahtbenſa 3. and, to favour dis. | 


furing them that hay had chat Moment ſlain bim 
with his own Hand, Garcia runs into the inner Par 
of the Priſon, where examining the Body he finds it 3 
to be the King's. In this Exigence Almzo cuts off 
the Head, and hides it, to prevent the Soldiers being f 
diſheartned at this horrid Accident,” and they all £0 | 
to oppoſe the Enemy. | 

Zara, in the mean Time, perceiving her Mats 8 
we return, imagined ſhe' was betrayed ; and if fo, 
it would be impoſlible-to fave Aphonſo; The therefore 
reſolves to die with him, and comes to the Dungeon 
for that End, attended by two Mutes, each bearing a 
Bowl of Poyſon; and finding the Body, 1 
for Alphonſo, and drinks the Poiſon. 

Almeria haſtens to take * 
Lond; and deceived, as Zara had been, is going to 
drink off the other Bowl, when Aþhonſo, Antonio, _ 
their Party enter victorious with Garcia Priſoner.” 

| Gonſulez and Alonzo are ſlain in Baule "on 
with their laſt Breaths the Motives which drew on 
this 2 eee ar- and Granada were 
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20e, the wit of 1 Laius King of f Thebes, ling 
brought into the World a Prince, the Oraeles 
were immediately conſulted, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Days, who all agreed in this dreadful An- 
ſwer, That the Royal Tnfant was futed to kill bis Fa. 
ther, and enjoy bis Mother. On which the troubled 
Parents reſolved to put him out of the World before 
he ſhould be in a Condition to fulfil ſuch a Prediction: 
Phorbas, Maſter of the rural Sports was appointed for 
the Execationer, and to that Purpoſe the Queen de- 
 livered to his Hands the ill ftarr'd Babe. 
_ © Phorbas, being a Man of a gentle and oompdiſibniite 
Nature, undertook this Office with Reluctance; but 
not daring to diſobey, he carried the Prince to Mount 
Cithzron, where as often as he attempted to perform 
the cruel Deed, the innocent Smiles of the ſweet Vie- 
tim ſtopp'd his Hand : While he was labouring under 
this Conflict between Pity and Obedience, Ægeon a 
| 8 Lore; "with — he had been long ac- 
; quainted 
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quainted, W to paſs that Way: Phorbas looked : 
on him as ſent by Heaven for the Preſervation of this 


Prince, and weeping begg'd he would receive that 


Child, and breed him up without defiring to be in- 


formed any Thing concerning him. Ageon grants 
his Requeſt; and Pho#4as, on his Return to the Queen, 
aſſures her that, not being able to plunge his Dagger 
in the Offspring of his Maſter, he has leſt him ex- 
poſed on Mount Citheron in ſuch a Manner as his 
tender Age could not ſupport many Minutes. Jo- 
caſta is ſatisfied with this, and the Affair is no more 
thought on at Thebes... 


Aa i ar YR ah ried in C way” 


ing Childleſs, and, by Reaſon of his Age, without 
the Hopes of Iſſue, Ægeon preſented to him this 
| Prince, adviſing him to adopt and educate him as his 
own. The King approved of what he faid, and 
giving him the Name of OEdipus proclaimed him for 
his Son and Heir of his Dominions: Few there 
were that knew any Thing to the contrary, and 

thoſe who did, mentioning it only in Vhiſpers, the 
young OEdipus was far from ſuſpecting he had any 
other Parents, than the Royal Polibus and Merope, 


till at a Wedding Feaſt, ſome Words ariſing between 


him and a young Nobleman, he told him he was a 


Foundling, not the King's Son: This tuck ſo deeply 

on the Prince's Mind, that tho! the other was after 
= wards obliged to retract his Words, and ask Par- 
don by the King's Command, he could not reſt 
without a greater Certainty of his Birth; to obtain 


which he went to the Oracle at De{phos; and was 


commanded to enquire no farther, for 'twas his Fate 
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0 1415 e and. din his Bal. To avert this 
Doom, he reſolved to return no more to Corinth, but 
wander in diſtant Realms till he ſhould hear that | 


Polybus and Merope, were both laid in Earth. Some 
Years he paſt in various Courts, and no Prince excel- 


ling him in Valour, Waſdom, Temperance, Magna- 
nimity, and every Kingly Virtue, where-ever he 
went, a general Love and Admiration followed him. 
On his Travels, it was his ill Fortune to meet Lain, 


who, with a ſmall Retinue, was taking the Air on 


the Frontiers of Thebes, ſome. Diſpute ariſing about 
giving Way, it came to Blows, and OEAipus, with- 


out ſuſpecting him for the King of that Country, 
flew. him, as his Attendants did all his Followers, 
except one, who was that very Pherbas, to whom the 


Prince owed his Preſervation, and who on his Knees 


beg'd Mercy; OEdipus gave it, and poſted on with- 


out thinking farther on what had happened, and lit 
tle ſuppoſing how fatally one Part of the Oracle, he 


— ſo induſtriouſly avoided, had been fulfilled. 


After the Death of Laius, a Monſter, calls. the | 


- Sphinx, appeared in Thebes, laying Half the Coun- 
try Waſte; OEaipus no ſooner heard of it, than 


prompted by his high Courage and Generoſity he 


haſted thither, deſtroyed the Monſter, and redeem'd 
the Land. _ 

The Thebans thought they could never fu ficient! y 
recompence their Deliverer, they offered him their 
Queen and Kingdom; and the Beauty of Foca/ta 
made him readily accept the one, that he might en- 


ky the other, The N uptials and Coronation were in 
nine | | a ſhort 
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Cap). 


1 Time ſolemnized, and he was in Poſſeſſion of 


his Father's Throne and Bet. aft. 


He now hoped the Oracle was nd; 1 ex · 
nected to live quietly; in a Place where he could be 


in no Danger, either of Paricide or Inceſt; but 
Heaven would not ſuffer: this guilt) and unguilty 
Prince to take any true Repoſe; a fearful Plague 
fell upon Man and Beaſt, and that once populous 
Town became a perſect Deſart: Auraſtus, Prince f 


Argos, with a great Army invaded his Territories, 


and home-bred Factions diſturbed eee 


Subjects, and every Day alienated their 


from him. Vet did not all theſe Troubles prevent 
him from playing the Part of a moſt excellent King; 
he ſtrove, by the beſt of Laws, to reſtrain the Vio- 
lence of the Headftrong, and to win them into Duty, 
by an eaſy, affable and obliging Behaviour; and 


rallying as many Troops as the terrible Diſeaſe 


would permit, went in Perſon at the Head of them, to 


oppoſe the Hh His Enterprize was ſucceſsful, 
he overcame them with little Loſs on his Side, and 
brought Adraſtus Priſoner of War to eber. 


But while he was thus gloriouſly employed Awad: | 
Creon, the Brother of Focafta, was labouring to ruin 
him at home: This Prince was ſubtil, bloody, and 
ambitious; He had been betrothed to Furydict, 
Daughter of Laſus, in her Nonage, and there ſeem- 
ed nothing wanting to obtain her, and by that Means 
the Crown, but the Death or Depoſing of Oeaipus; 
all Manner of Artifices were therefore practiſed by 
him and his Inſtruments, to perſuade the People to 


welt, and * was Oe near accompliſhing his 
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Deine; when the Return of Oedipus | with Victory | 
converted all their late Repinings into Acclamations 


of Joy. 


On which Creon diſſembles his Röteibinsnt till . 


more fit Opportunity, ſeems to turn with the Tide, 
and is one of the foremoſt in Congratulating the Man 


he hates. With this Incident the Play begins, and 
the Diſcourſes held thereon, letting us into great 
Part of the foregoing Hiſtory, erge- Preps 


our Attention for What is to come. 
-- Oedipus triumphs as a Conqueror, but as a King 


feels all the Calamities of his People : He finds him- 


ſelf deprived of his beſt Friends, and Thebes of her 
moſt worthy Citizens, and thoſe that remain, in the 
Anguiſh of their Souls imploring that Help from 


| him which Heaven alone can give. Willing to do 


every Thing in his Power, he ſends to conſult the 


Delphick Oracle; which anſwers, That the Plague 


now reigning ſhall not ceaſe till the Blood of Laius 
is fully expiated. As this cannat be done without 


diſcovering. the Murderer, Tirefas the Prophet, in- 
vokes the Deity he adores, to reveal to him the 


dreadful - Secret; which being granted, he declares, 
The Perſon who took the Life of Laius, is the next 


of his Blood. On hearing this, Creon in Malice to 


_ Eurydice, for her Contempt of him, and Love for 
Adraſtus, accuſes. her as guilty of the Paricide in 
Conjunction with that Prince, and endeavours to prove 


it by the Prophet's Words, as ſhe is the next of Blood 


to Laius. The Lovers anſwer this cruel Aſſertion, 


with a Courage becoming of their Innocence; 3 but 


OEai pes, 7 ocaſta, and the whole Court, ſtand a- 


mazed, 


mand” nd Fai i not © Un to think: "The Popu 40e 


cry out for immediate Execution on them, hoping the 


Plague would then ceaſe and all is in Tumult and 
Confuſion, till Tirefia; aſſures them, that the God 


within him reproves the Sentence, and promiſes"to 


raiſe the Ghoſt of Laius for a further Explanation of 


this Matter : On this they grew more calm, and 


E urydice and Adraſtus are committed to the Prophets 


Care, who places them in the Temple, under a 
Guard of Prieſts, while he prepares fit Sacrifice for 
the infernal Powers, in order to obliz 8e chem to un- 


fold the Myſtery. 
'Tis now Midnight, and at the Horrors which 


Nature, when moſt diſturbed, or Prodigies beyond 
her Power can inflict, diſtract the Minds of — 
unhappy Thebans : Gi gantick Images appear 
the Air; the Sky ſeems all o'er Blood; Comets 5 
enormous Size ſcatter whole Sheets of Fire; the 
Crack of burſting Clouds, accompanied by the Groans 
of Ghoſts, amaze and terrify the waking Senſes; 
while portentous Viſions menace the Sleeper with 
ſome dire Event. 


Vet even this Night, when all the Elements are 


in SHEER. as if the End of Nature were approach- 
ing, does Creon enter by a ſecret Paſſage the hal- 
lowed Dome, where E urydice and Adraftus are con- 
fined ; and reſolute to ſatisfy his Revenge and Love, 
by murdering the one, and raviſhing, the other, has 
juſt attack'd the Prince, when Hemon, Ca Captain of 
the Ghards, comes unexpectedly to his Relief, and 
obliges Creon | to quit the Place. #7 OE 
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The Infernal Ceremonies ended, and the, G oſt of 
2 tus, by Tirefias 5 Power, compelled to appear; he 
untavel's the Enigma of OE dipur's. Birth, and fir 
fatal Accompliſhment of the Oracle, which. had pro- 
nounced him the Murderer of his Father, and P 
later of his Mother; but none being preſent pi 
E urydice, Adraftus, and the Brotherhood of Prieſts, 
OEdipus will not believe himſelf the guilty. Perſon ; ; 
and, inſtigated by Creon, accuſes Tirefias of being 
ſuborned by the Priſoners, on which Adraftus i is taken 
from his ined and confined in a Dungeon. _ 5 Xs. 

OEdipus, however, continues ſtrangely diſquleted, 
he thinks it utterly impoſſible that himſelf was the 
Murderer of Laius, yet cannot he, in his cooler Mo- | 
ments, be brought to believe Adraftus guilty : At laſt 
remembring to have heard one of the Train tha at- 
tended Lats when he fell, remained alive, he orders 
that Man, Who they told him was called Pborbas, to 
be ſearched out, and brought to Court, hoping he 
might”be 'able to give ſome Deſcription of the Perfon 
or Perſons who attack'd the King. Creon, in the 
mean Time taking Advantage of theſe Diſtractions, 
ſends his Creatures among the People, to inform them, 
That che Prophet and the Gods had pointed out 
OEdipus as the Deſtroyer of their King, and Author 
of all their Woes ; on which an Inſurrection enſues, 
and the tumultuous Croud preſſed even to the Palace, 
crying, down with OE Ai,. Adra ſtus hearing the 
Alarm, found Means to eſcape from Priſon, and put- 
ting himſelf by the Side of O EAipus, vowed to die 
with him, or quell the Rebels. But there was little 
: a as: ins: . e no grad rel | 


or 
4 . 
3 


"a 21 J l 
himfelf than they all fled or yielded; but the Generoſity 
of this Action more than ever convincing him of the 
I nnocence of 8 ſerved to render his e 


ee after arrives pe . 


from Corinth, to entreat OZ dipus to take Poſſeſſion of 


chat Crown, King Polybus being dead; but this Printe 
refuſes to accept it, or ever to return while Merope i is 
tiving : On communicating his Reaſons, Ægeon ac- 


quaints him, that Polybus was not his Father, nor 
Merope his Mother, but that he received him ſrom 


the Hands of Phorbas. Phorbas being now. brought 
to. Court, 18 confronted with him, and the Whole 
dreadful Truth revealed, not only that he was the 
Son of Laius and Jocaſta, but alſo, that he ſlew his 
Father. On the fatal Conviction OEdipus offers to 
fall on his Sword. but is with-held. by. Adrafus and 
the reſt; after which, in Extremity of Deſpair, he 
plucks out both his Eyes, and being kept from all 
other Means of Death, threw. himſelf from the Bat 
tlements of the Palace. Focaſta ran diſtracted, and 
having killed the Children ſhe. had by QEipay, 
ſtab d Aan, {af n e Wounds; 4 which ſhe ex · 
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Argos, 
are met by Creon and his Party, who taking che 
Princeſs Priſoner, threatens to plunge his Dagger in 
her Breaſt if Auraſtus does not reſign his Sword; his 
Fears For her oblige him to Compliance with the Vil-: 
in's Demand; and is- killed by him, as alſo Cary 
dice in the Struggle: Auraſtus, to revenge her, ſtubs 
Creon with a Dagger he had concealed, _ with 
2 | their 
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their” Deaths ends the Buſineſs of this celebrated 


* 


8 Unhappy Marriage; 


. 


7 
4 3 
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4048 TO; 2 3 af n e Fami- 

ly in Bobemia, having ſignalized himſelf i in his 
Vouth by many important Services, both in the Field 
and Cabinet, received all the Honours due to ſuch 
exalted Merit, or that a wiſe and grateful Govern- 
ment could beſtow ;: till growing pretty far advanc d 
in Years, and new Perſons coming into the Admini- 
Kration of publick Affairs, he was gejected in a Suit 


3 Ie - 7 * s 
Fg OP 42 n 


anne Sake of a Perſon no way worthy to have en- 
ter d into a Competition with him. This Affront 
making him ſee the Inſtability. of Courts, he quitted 
:the great World, * . to a ** he 1 
86 


5 From = = 


„ 


| * . 

the Country, taking with him all his little Family, 
which conſiſted: only (for -he was then a Widower) 
of two Sons, one Daughter, and a young Orphan 
wa Sn nes Father having been the moft intimate 
riends, he dying, had bequeath'd to his Care; 

_ ws good 8 educated with the ſame Care 
and Tenderneſs as his own. When Monimia, for fo 
ſne was calld, arrived at thoſe Years capable of 
giving and receiving a ſoft Impreſſion, Caffalio and 
Polydore, the Sons of Acaſto, became equally en- 
amoured of her: They were both Gentlemen of un- 
common Accompliſhments 3 ; but there was a kind of 


an Audacity in the Behaviour of Pahdore, which 


made her Virtue ſhrink” at his Approach, While ſhe 
liſtened with Pleaſure to the humble and reſpectful 


Paſſion of Caſfalio, till her whole Soul became de- 
voted to him, and ſne not lived but” In his” Pre- 


fence. - on Ahn en — 
In this Sitiditicns has our Author dipoled his Cha 


racters, and the eafy and natural Manner in which he 


makes them diſcover their Sentiments at the Begin- 


ning of the Play, ſerves a RO to ar, 7 an 


Audience for the Cataſtrophe. | 
Never was there a more perſet Friendſhip! ei 


havebihs the two Sons of Hcaſto; Caſtalis exerciſed 


no Right of Elderſhip over Pohdore, and Polydors re- 

gretted not being the laſt born, ſince it was Caftalio 
had the Advantage: From their ' Infancy they had 

communicated their Wiſhes, nay, their very Thoughts 

to each other; and when unhappily they commenc'd 

Rivals for Manimia's Love, neither of them attempted 

18 ben gent a N of it to his Brother: bor lament- 
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auß; 
ed;thas. the Parity of their Sentiments ſhould. make 
them defirous of a Bleſſing, which neither could poſ- 
ſeſs without giving Pain to the other; but-reſolved, 
that, which ever ſhould be happy enough to obtain 
ber, it ſhould make no Diſunion between them. In 
this Manner did they live, till Monimia having con- 
felt an Affection for Caſtalio, he ſeared to wound his 
Brother with Intelligence ſo unwelcome, and from 
that Time began to be more reſerved in ſpeaking of 
her. | Polydore obſerves this Change in his Behaviour, 
and preſſes him to reveal, if his Love for Manimia 
would ſway. him ſo far as to marry her: Caftalio is 
little ſtartled at the Queſtion ; He has that very 
Morning obtained her Conſent, and his Father's Chap- 
Ain is won upon to join their Hands; the Fears that 
Nohadure will betray him to his Father, makes him 
deny this Truth; and to convince his Brother, vows 
the: never had a Thought of: becoming her Husband. 
Polydore ſeems fatisfied, "but: being informed by a 
Page that waits on Moni mia, that there is a more than 
ordinary Tenderneſs between them, he thinks Cafalo 
Þas. uſed him ill, in concealing the Progreſs of his Af. 
fection from him, and ee ee p e 
-eircumyent him, if poſſible. ' 
The Marriage Ceremony over, Polydere rde 
Monimia make an Appointment with Cafalio, to 
come tv her Chamber at Midnight, and a Signal be- 
. ing agreed between them, refolves to ſupply his Place. 
The Strategem ſucceeds, he is admitted to Monimia's 
Bed, and there enjoys thoſe Careſſes ſrom the de- 
ceived Maid, which Sacred Rites had made the Due 
* GN "Pike" Init Rafal comes a 
9 Moment 


(Es 


Memel after, and a amg no Acceſs, accuſes" M 
 nimi of the Follies of her Sex; imagines, "that 
having ſecured him for a Husband, ſhe no longer re- 
gards him with that Affection ſhe before pretended's 
books on himſelf as made a Propert 
Vice or Pride, and works himſelf by theſe Reffec- 
tions up to ſach a pitch of Rage, chat he reſolves 
to hate and ſhun her Sight for ever. Pohdure quit- 


ting Manimias Arms by Break of Day, to prevent 


Diſcovery, the riſes earlier than was her Cuſtom, 


and meeting Caſtalis, who had not been in Bed, flies 


to embrace him with all the Eagerneſo of tranſported 
Love. He puſnes her from him, u upbraids her with 
Arrogance, with Artifice, with Deceit; and when 
ſhe preſſes him to reveal the Cauſe of this: moſt cruel 
1 upon his Breaſt, W he 
ber Binds mee leaves. her Breathleſr-and half 
dead with Anguiſh on the Floor. + 

:::Chamount,' the Brother of Monimia, whorhad-beck 
abſent a long Time in the Service of the Emperor, 


and Was lately returned, and at Araſtos Houſe, Jo- 
liciting the Love of his fair Daughter Serena, ſur- 


prizes his Siſter in this Agony. He had ſuſpected 


ſomewhat between her and Caflalio, but was eaſed of 


ny Fears by the Chaplain, who after he had enjoin- 
ed him Secrecy, informed him they were married, 
andanow to ſee her in this Storm of Grief, renewed 


his. Diſcontents. She ſeruples not to unburthen her 


Breaſt to this dear Brother of its whole ſad Load ; ; 
and the Impatience of his. Nature not enduring ſhe 
Ht Jax begp:thes bee he. ele cabal and 


„ elther of her 
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eee him, relates all to Acaſto, who, tho! too 
mach diſguſted, that an Affair of ſuch Moment, a as 
the Marriage of his eldeſt Son, ſhould be tranſacted 
without his Conſent, to give any Satisfactory An- 
ſwer to the Upbraidings of the hot CBhamount, could 


not excuſe the Behaviour of Caſtalio, to a Bride fo 


worthy of his Love: He therefore goes in ſearch of 
him, to reproach his want of. Duty in a double Ca- 

pacity, firſt to himſelf, and after to Monimia. He 
finds him juſt as Chamount and he being met, were 
ahout to decide the Juſtneſs of their Cauſe by the 
Point of the Sword, with ſome Difficulty he prevents 
their fighting, but can find no Expedient to reconcile 
Pochdore, in the mean Time, vain of his Conqueſt 
over the undone Monimia, no ſooner ſees her, than 


his Behaviour to her unriddles the Whole Myſtery 35 


of Caftalio's Indignation, by making ber 


| ke had deceived his Brother, and enjoyed her in his 


Stead * Let any virtuous Wife, let any. Woman who 
truly loves, and is beloved, imagine what ſhe muſt 
feel at ſuch a Diſcovery ; yet inexpreſſible as is her 
Deſpair, it exceeds not that which ſeized the Soul of 
the late gay Polydore, when ſhe informed him it is 


the Wife of his Brother, whom he had polluted : 


Both vow to die, and are punctual in the Performance: 
Monimia ſwallows Poiſon ; and Polydore provokes his 
Brother to draw his Sword, then runs upon it; and 
after "repeating the ſhocking Occaſion ot this Proce- 
dure, expires. Caſtalio, unable to ſupport Life, ſtabs 
himſelf, bequeathing his Birthright, with Serena, to 


| the Brother of his beloved Monimia. | Arcaſto lives to 


mourn 
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JROONOKO, Prince 1 a | Kingdom of: 
H4/rich, being privately married to a young Lady 


whom he paſſionately adored, had not long enjoyed 


the Sweets that happy Love affords, | before the 
Charms of Imoinda, for ſo ſhe was called, reaching: 
the King's Ears, ſhe was ſent for to Court, where 


having no other Way of avoiding his Embraces, he. 


was obliged to confeſs her ſelf the Wife of his Son, 


and then Pregnant by him, The Tyrant ſtarted at 


Inceſt, but enraged at the Impoſſibility of ever ſatiſ- 


fying his Deſires, he reſolved at leaſt to he cevenged; 


on him who had debarred him, and render his Son's. 

Paſſion not leſs unhappy. than his own. - To- this End, 
he ſecretly agreed with a Captain who traded to Angela 
_ for Slaves, and: the unfortunate {moindg was put on 
Board, and carried to Sarinam, where ſhe was bougl t 
L 5 toy 
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ech Ust ef he Lord Governor, by Mr. Bland: 
fork,> worthy: ERL. Gentleman. 32; 03; Nie at. 


+ i2Tho'-Oroconoko! was as ſenſible of this Misfortune 


4s the moſt paſſionate Lover, and tender Husband 


dould be; yet as it was irremediable, and inflicted on 


kim by a King and Father, he ſuſtain'd it with the 
Fortitude becoming of a great Hero, and the Refig- 


nation f a Son and Subject; never neglecting any 


Part of his Duty s but, as they were continually en- 
gaged in War, fought his Battles with the _ * 
dor as before, and ſeldom fail'd of Conqueſt. | 
Among the other ſhining Qualities of this, Pri ince, 
Xe had a abs ! Curioſity of (examining into the 
"Cuſtoms- 3 ers of Foreign Nations: Thoſe 


e Berge dend extremely pleaſing to him, and 


any Ships from that Quarter of the World 
Put in at Agel, he was ſure to make Invitations to 
"the (Aptains or Owners, on purpoſe” to have Diſ- 
— with them! Captain Driver, Maſter of a Veſ- 
el from Surinam, by frequent Voyages was well 
*known' to him, and the affable Reception he was al- 
* ways honoured with by that Prince, made him think 
*3x-vould be eaſy to aceampliſh a Strategem which 


__ —Avarice had put into his Head. Being defirous o 


© quitithe- Sea, and to make the moſt of this laſt Voy- 
Aer, he "invited the Prince on Board, who having 
nber been in à Ship, readity conſented, and brought 
or. twenty of hi Attendants with him: The Vil- 
Bin Kin had provided an Entertainment, and having rer 
Aexed as many of them Defenceleſs as be could with 


* 


e gave Orders io his People to hoiſt Sail, and 


1 1 
ed any Thing of the Treachery 'prafticed on chin 
Tis eaſy to conceive in hat Nanner n Prin 
like him muſt reſent ſuch Uſage but ĩt was n Vin 
to oppoſe a Number ſo unequal,” and being deptived 
of all Relief was compelled to ſubmit to his Fate and 
be carried to Sin, at that Time in Paſſeſſon af 
the Eglise. The. Captain's firſt Peſigu ws ta: bring 
| hira to England, and expeſe him for a public Shews 
but finding he wanted only an Qpportunity of RA 
venge, thought it afterwards. beſt tot get rid of him, 
. — — ] —vm̃m̃ ̃ ing 
# ſoon n he cudk 30 381 Aut . 

The Engl . been ala 
 fooked upom as proper Places: far Women of crack 
Fortunes and Reputatiens to procure Husbands im: 
With this Defign came two Siſters, called CBurlatis and 
La Weldon to Surinam; the eldeſt. having a good 
Share of Senſe paſſed for a Man, thinking in that 
Dilguiſe - he . ſhould have the. better Opportunity of 
28 fling off her Siſter, and by making an Acquaintane 
witk the Men diſcover who was mgſt: proper {arga | 
Husband for herſelf, when the. Plot ſhould., be.ripened 

enough for her to own her Sex. The Remains f 
- their- Fortnne - permitting them to go over in a hand- 

ſome Manner, they ſoon got into the beit-Company 3 
" but the Perſons who ſeem'd., moſt particularly. fond. of 

_ - their Converſation, were Mr. Starmore, an . eminent - 
Merchant, and Mrs. Laclitt, the Widow og — 
Planter, who. had divided his Eſtate between her 
2 fooliſh Son, Who was allo, under, hex Dire 

This Son is pitch'd upon by Charlotte for 4 Hus 
bor *. and kan herſelf 3, and their ,Cou- 
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t 
2 to bring theſe Aims to Perfeftion, with the 


Arrival - of 'Orooncks, and his being ag, gk: bee, Fest 


5 to the Market for Slaves begins the Play. 


The graceful Perſon, Majeſtick Port, 458. Royal 

Robes, of this Prince draw all Eyes upon him with 
Admiration, and the Captain; on relating the Means 
by which he ſurpriſed him, as great a Deteſtation. 


He happens as well as Imoindi had done, to fall to 


the Lot of the Lord Governor, and Blandſord, as the 


under his Charge | 
This worthy fin erat by alt Manner of 


Ways to. ſoften his Captivity, and aſſured him that 
when the Governor ſhould come to Surinam, he - 


would exert his utmoſt Intereſt with him for reſtoring 


him to Angola: The Prince thanked him for theſe 
obliging Proofs of Friendſhip, bat in his Heart could 
ſcarce be brought to depend on any Promiſes made 


: him by a Chriflian ; of ſo great Prejudice to the Pro- 


8 


ol the true Religion is it for a baſe Profeſſor 
to. be. known. among thoſe, whoſe Ignorance rather 


5 Wilfulneſs makes them of à contrary Faith. 


Blaoford, however, to divert his Melancholy, carried 


Rim one Day to ſee a beautiful Female Slave whom 
de had in Truft as well as himſelf for the Lord Go- 


vernor; he told him ſhe was Miſtreſs of uncommon 
Charms; that the Deputy Governour, tho* the proud- 
eſt Man in Sarinam, thought it no Shame to knguiſh- 
at her Feet'; that all the Slaves adored her, and forget- 
ting the Hardſhips of the Day, neglected their needſul 
Repoſe, and paſſed great Part of the Night in entertain- - 
ing 85 with little Sports of their cantiving! CONN: 

Was 


| D 1 


Agent of that Wen in _ A takes him 


; * 229 . 
was wholly unmoved at all he Haid, and accbmpumlen 
him in this Viſit rather in Complaiſance to him than to 
himſelf; all his Admiration of Beauty having ceaſed 
with the Loſs of his dear Imoinda. But how ſtrikin 3 
is the Scene! How thrilling to the Soul, when we be 
hold him finding in this fair Slave his ever dear, ever 
| adored Inbinda ; for it was ſtie, who under the Nirite 
of Climene, had attracted ſuch univerſal Admiration! 
Happy in each other's Sight, they no longer Tegret 
the | Loſs of Grandeur or of Liberty; and bleſs the 
Slavery that Tres all oa a os of wn) thinks 
is dear. 
T To add'to he Felicity of Ora, Blinfori b. bring 
dunn, one of thoſe who was betrayed to Slavery 
with him by Captain Driver ;/ but little imagined how 
fatal a Kindneſs it would prove. This young Noble- 
man impatient for his own Fate, but much more for” | 
that of his Prince, had" ſpirited” up the Slaves t 
| ſeize on a Ship then in the River, and all together 
make their Eſcape. He communicates this Defignts | 
Orvoncho, and in the End prevails on him to head the 
Enterprize. The fame Night is appointed: for the 
Execution, but being betrayed by one Who ſeemed 
moſt Zealous in the Cauſe, the Deputy Governour 
came upon them with his Powers, and offering Pardon 
to all who lay down their Arms; the unhappy Prince 
ſees himſelf forſaken by all but Aboan, on which bes 
ing obliged to yield they are conducted to ſepafate 
Priſons; and Orvonoto again torn from his Friend, and 
dear Imoinda. The generous Blanferd is infinitely 
_ troubled at an Accident which fo much diſappoints. 
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rivance — theſe Aims to Perfection, with FA | 
Arrival of Oroomoko, and his being _ ee Nera 
to the Market for Ses begins the Play. . 
The graceful Perſon, Majeſtick Port, ad Royal 
of this Prince draw all Eyes upon him with 
Ae en, and the Captain; on relating the Means 
by which he ſurpriſed him, as great a Deteſtation. 
He happens as well as Imoindu had done, to fall to 
the Lot of the Lord Governor, and Blanuſord, as the 
Agent of that Nobleman in his Ablents, takes him f 
under his Charge. 
This worthy Non car by all Manner of 
Ways to ſoſten his Captivity, and aſſured him that 
when the Governor ſhould come to Surinam, he 


| would exert his utmoſt Intereſt with him for reſtoring 


him to Angola: The Prince thanked him for theſe 


8 obliging Proofs of Friendſhip, bat in his Heart could 


ſcarce: be brought to depend on any Promiſes made 
him. by a Chriflian ; of ſo great Prejudice to the Pro- 
pagation of the true Religion is it for a baſe Profeſſor 


5 to be known among thoſe, whoſe I gnorance rather 


than Wilfulneß makes them of a contrary Faith. 


 Blayford, however, t6 divert his Melancholy, carried 
kim one Day to ſee a beautiful Female Slave whom 


he had in Truft as well as himſelf for the Lord Go- 
vernor; he told him the was Miſtreſs of uncommon 
Charms; that the Deputy Governour, tho* the proud- 
eſt Man in $#r3nam,, thought it no Shame to languiſh 
at her Feet; ; that all the Slaves adored her, and forget- 
ting the Hardſhips of the Day, neglected their needful 


Repole, and paſſed great Part of the N ight i in entertain- 


ws PR with little Sports of their n Oroonokd 
was 


(29). 5 

Was wholly unmoved at all he faid, and accompar 

him in this Viſit rather in Complaiſance to him than to 
himſelf; all his Admiration of Beauty having ceaſed 
with the Loſs of his dear Inoinda. But how ſtrikin 
is the Scene! How thrilling to the Soul, when we be 
hold him finding in this fair Slave his ever dear, ever 
adored Imoinda ; for it was ſlie, who under the Wunde 
of Climene, had attracted ſuch univerſal Admniration! 
Happy in each other's Sight, they no longer regret 
the Loſs of Grandeur or of Liberty; and bleſs the 
Slavery that reſtores all 5 e ot hong thinks 
aries dear. = 
ee ie Felicity of — neee wh - 
Hboan, one of thoſe who was betrayed” to Slaver) 
with him by Captain Driver; but little imagined how 
fatal a Kindneſs it would prove. This young Noble- 
man impatient for his own Fate, but much more for 
that of his Prince, had ſpirited up the Slaves to 
ſeixe on a Ship then in the River, and all together 
make their Eſcape. ' He communicates this Defign to 
Orvencko, and in the End prevails on him to head the 
Enterprize. The ſame Night is appointed for the 

Execution, but being betrayed by one WhO ſeemed 
moſt Zealous in the Cauſe, the Deputy Governor 

came upon them with his Powers, and offering Pardon 
to all who lay down their Arms; the unhappy Prince 
ſees himſelf forſaken by all but van, on which be- 
ing obliged to yield they are conducted to ſepatare” 
Priſons, and Orvonoto again torn from his Friend, and 
dear Imoinda. The generous Blanford is infinitely 
troubled at an Accident which ſo much diſappoints 
th voi Del be d bt in Faro of he 

7 Royal 


N > Flee 
| Rizal Slave 3 1 
overjoyed, becauſe it - affords: him ee een. 
renew ing his Addreſſes to Luan n. 
While the ſerious ee eee eee 
Cbarluts perceiving ſhe had made, as Mr. Feld, 4 

more than ordinary. Impreſſion on che Widow: Larlir s 
Heart, counterſeits an equal Share of Paſſion. for her, 
but pretends at the ſame . Time that ſhe is under a: 
Vow of ſeeing; her Siſter Lucy diſpoſed of before ſhe 
marries; on which the impatient Widow propoſes her Y 
Son Daniel; "Weldon agrees, and the Wedding is im: 
medliately celebrated. That done, Mela conſults 

with Fack Stanmore,” who is younger Brother to the 
| Stanmore beforementioned, and has a long Fime made 
Court to Mrs. Lactit; and it is agreed between them 
that Weldon, ſhall marry her, and contrive jt 10 that 
a be put to Bed inſtead of the Bride. 
groom. © Every Thing ſuccedts as they would have 
k, and Mrs. Zactit gives to the ſuppoſed Mira Neluun 
4 Thouſand Pounds the next Morning. Cburlirre be- 
ing in Poſſeſſion of this Money thinks herſelf now 2 
fafficient Fortune for the elder· Slanmore, and diſcovers 
herſelf to him in this Manner: She tells him that 4 
"Colin of hers is lately arrived from England; aer 
ould be proui it were a Match between them, and 
chat if he likes her on her Arrival, 8 
3 thouſand Pound i in his Hands as her Portion! Stan 
unwilling to take the Money, but Churlyme 
Byiig the has Buſineſs which calls her farther into 
the Country, and khows not what Accidents may 
mappen; he i prevailed with to keep it till the King 


=" . alter this; throws off her 
Man's 


b. 231 85 | 
Man's Apparel, and appears with lens a Lady ju: 
arrived: Stanmore is charmed with her; acquainta 
her with what her Coſin Weldon left for her in his. 
Charge, and offers- his Service to her on the Foot of 
Courtſteip. Id find he liked her as a Woman was 
all ſhe wiſhed; ſhe gives him her Hand, and ſeeing 
no Oecaſion for farther Diflimulation, confelles herſelf 
to be that Mr. Melim he had fo long converſed with, 
and relates to him the whole Story, with the Motives 
of her acting in that Manner. The News of all 
this is immiediately brought to Mrs. Lackit,, whois 
_ fGrangely ſurprized, but Charlotte clearing up the 
whole! Affair alſo to her, ſhe 5 Se 
| Fack Stanniore : for a Husband. INE: 
Por Inoindu is all this Time a "pies: in the | 
Deputy Governour's Houſe, who. finding it 1npok:; 
fible to gain her Conſent to his Defires, is -attempt- 
| ing to enjoy her by Force, when” Blenfbra 
in and reſcues her: He fights with him, and while 
they are engaged noinda takes the Opportunity of 
eſcaping to the Priſon where her Husband is) confined... 
She informs him what has happened to her, on Which 
he concludes that Death alone can ſave her from Diſ- 
honour, and reſolves to put an End to both their 
Woes, by dying together: Aboan, whom they have 
whipped, appears before them in this Criſis all eut 
and gaſh'd with cruel Rods; he ſtrengthens the Prince 
in his Determination to die, by telling him there is 
no Hope of any Mercy from Chriſtians; then, as to 
ſhew them the Way plunges a Dagger in his Breaſt : 
Orconoks and - Imoinda follow him by the lame Wea 
A but che n with bis Nn noting 


u upon them before O orale expires, Rai age 1 plies 
um with a Return of Strength ſufficient for Revenge 
on. that cruel Author of his Miſeries: He ſtabs him 


to the Heart, and enjoys in the Agonies of Death 


2 Satisfaction to ſee him breath his Laſt, A Cata - 
ſtrop e truly mournſul i in itſelf, -but much more fo as 
heigthened by the moſt tender and, affecting Lan- 

guage, and ſet R with all the Embelliſhments of 


2 


Foetry Which a, Dramatic Piece will admit, with- 
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or Extraction Othelle was, nei-. 
\..4 ther, our "Author, nor Giraldi Cintbio, from. 
whom he took the Story, have thought fit to inform 1 


us: All that can be learned of him is, that he was a 


© 223 nn 
very valiant” der; and having” done many . 
ſignal Services to the Republick of Venice, ar | 
length to be General of the whole Army. The Fame 
of his great Atchievments, and that honeſt Openneſs 
of Soul which appeared in all his Words and Actions 
gained him the Affection of the beautiful "Def 
demona, only Daughter of Brabantio à Magnifico,” 
and equal in Power and Wealth to the Dogue himſelf. 
She quitted her Father's Houſe by Night, and was* 
privately married to him, none” being truſted in Fan 
Affair but Fago his Ancient. | 
Jaga was a Villain, 


ing, but had the Artifice to vait thoſe View © ner” 
the Appearance of their oppoſite Virtues : He bore 
the noble Moor moſt deadly Hate, becauſe he had 
preferred, in Prejudice, as he imagined, of his ſuperior zr 
Merit, Ca/fo to be his Lieutenant, and continued in 
Commiſſion under him for no other Reaſon than to 


to his miſchievous Imagination: "He immediately 
communicates the Secret of it to Rodorigo, a fooliſh 
Gentleman, who has long been doatingly in Love 
with Deſdemona; and they go together to 2 | 

Brabantio with the News, not doubting but his In- 
tereſt with the Senate will be ſufficient Þ Give the 
new wedded Pair, and perhaps bring Ozhelh" into 

Diſgrace. „ 
This Diſcovery, which happens immediately "of = 
the Marriage, opens the Play, and by the Man in” 


which it is made, lets us into che Character an! 


hr of the ch rned in the 


5 | Drama. 
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Fi 234 |] 
1 Brabantio enraged, and diſtracted: fab the: 
Preſervation of an only Child, goes with Officers to 
ſeize. Othello; but the Moment before their Entranee 
ns his Quarters, Meſſengers have ſummoned him to 


he Senate-Houle ;:. Brabaxtio's: Preſence is alſo re- 
a8 on which he alters his Purpoſe; reſalviegieo 
accuſe and confront him before the Dogue. Arglib 

But this is not a Time in which any Complaints 
nt Qthelh, can he. encouraged: Intelligence is 
arrived that the Turks, are going to beſiege Cyprus 
with a great Fleet: There was a Neceſlity: — — — 
Forces to repel the... Efforts of the; Enemy; and 


Fenice afforded no Man equal to that 
He ron Meer. 


| The Voice of tete whole $6 an 4 
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© The Confuſion, thoſe. * e were in, 


ing an immediate Relief, Oshellb was obliged to em- 


bark the ſame Night, leaving Dęſaemana to the Con- 
duct of Jago; ; who, tho enraged, not daunted at the 
x Suecels of his Heſigns i in J. enice remained reſolute 
rſue the ſame in Cyprus, - believing, Rodi ige 
ae ht be a proper Tool to faſhion, out his . pernicious: 
ork.: 'To this End. he _ pretends 8 that tho”. Velde. 
mona bad ſome ſecret Reaſons for marry ing the Mor, 


ſhe loves him not, and flatterz him with the Hopes 


5 of n receiving from her the utmoſt Proofs...of Favours. 


on Ge, he will accompany them to Cyprus. By. 
Inſinuations Aae 0 prevailed Wen 


[235 TY 

to ſell his Eſtate, qrone Page: of which he lays out ig 

Jewels, for Preſents to Deſdemona, and entruſts Fago,. 

wi EY en NS 
Being all arrived at Opis whine dice found no 

Buſineſs for their Arms, the Turk Fleet being all 

diſperſed and loſt in a Storm; the firſt Workin 


which: Rederigo is employed by Fago, is to quarrel 
with C/o on the Watch, whom, being ſtage 
his Liquor, he has ale prepared for that Purpoſe : 
The Motives for this Piege of Villany are; Furl, 
That if Cas is kilPd he W 
1e n, be e a A RY 
to Account for the Jewels he has defrauded him of; 
and if the Adventure prove mortal to neither, be 
Skirmiſh will infallibly incenſe Orhe/b againſt Caſio. 
To: bring: Rodvrige to it, he tells him, that he has 
_ Juſt diſcovered De/temona to be paſſionately in Love 
with the Lieutenant, and that he can hope ſor no 
Retum from her, till chat formidable Rival is dic 
| patched. Fa: 
The Zreat'anfivers w ue Pare of Jet Riyadh 
tions ; the Antagoniſts, his Artifices have made fo, 
meet and fight: The Citizens are alarm'd at the 
Claſh of Swords; Montano, Governor of Cyprus de⸗ 
fore Orhelle, is wounded in endeavouring to part, 
them; and Orbellb, ſo much offended at this Beha. ; 
viour in Caffo, that he caſhiers him. But this is 
not ſufficient for the Malice of F ago, "he fees the Main 
who was preferred before him, unhappy and diſgracd: ; 
but Orheth, whom he hates much more, i Kilt un- 
. ye” with Care" or Grief. From this late Ace- 
* | 
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5 that Her, would Fenge him on this OP Rival of 
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dent . he forms a Plot to bring about the 
Maſter-piece of his Deſigns ;| he perſuades Caffo to 
petition De/demona, to (exert her Intereſt | with her 
Husband for reſtoring him to his Poſt: Her: gentle 


| Nature, always pleaſed with doing good, readily un- 


dertakes the Office, and takes all Opportunities of 


performing what ſhe has promiſed. The perfidious 


Jago, in the mean Time, by Shrugs, Grimaces, and 
half Sentences, inflames the Moor with Jealouſy, 
and renders every Thing ſhe ſays in Favour of Caſſio, 
as the Dictates of a Criminal Paſſion : When urg d 
by Ozhelle. to explain the Meaning of his ambiguous 
Words, he tells him, with a well counterfeited Re. 
luctance, that to his certain Knowledge, Caffo has 
enjoyed Deſdemona: To give Credit to this mon- 
ſirous Aſſertion, he brings Otzella, where he over - 
hears Caſio boaſting of a Miſtreſs's Favours, and 
then by many Circumſtances, makes the Woman 


mention'd by him, ſeem no other than Dęſumna; 


and. aſterwards, by. the Means of a. Handkerchief 
Which Otbellb had given her on their Wedding Day, 
and which, he obliges Emilia, his Wiſe, to ſteal 
from her, he. conveys it into Ca/io's Pocket: which 
ings. to Perfection the horrid Scheme he had 1 


long been haiching in his Brain. „ I 5 


Orbel now. reſolves that both ſhall die, an 0 urges. 
ate to get Caſſio diſpatch'd : In the mean Time, 
Orders arrive from Venice to recall Othello, and de- 
pute Caffo.in his Room: If any Thing could have 
to the Rage of this deceived Moor, it would 
have been this Turn of Fortune; but doubting not 


"His 


; 4255 6 
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his Love and Honour he ſeems little to regard the 
Latter. Jago is indeed induſtrious enough to perform 
What he has promiſed ; and ſtill making Rodorige 
his Inſtrument, he worles him up to attempt the 
Murder of Caffe, by telling him, that Othellʒ in- 
tended to remove to Mauritania, unleſs ſome Acci- 
dent impeded and then propoſed the Death of Caffio, 
who was to ſucceed him, as the only Expedient; Ro- 
drigo, on this, watches aſfio, and as he comes out 
of a Houſe late at Night, attacks and wounds him; 
the other draws in his own Defence, they fight, and 
both fall: A Cry of Murder; on which, * ſeveral 
People gathering about the Body, Jago, who' is all 
this Time within hearing, comes forward, and pre- 
tending to revenge Caffio's Hurts, get Roderige, 
whom he finds not quite dead. 

While the Streets of Cyprus are n ſtain'd with 
Blood, Ozheth, in the Citadel, Krangles his inno- 
cent Wife as ſhe lies in Bed; Emilia coming into the 
Room the fame Moment, and ſeeing the dreadful 
Deed, cries out Murder; the Room is immediately 
fll'd with Company, and the Moor relating the Mo. 
tives which led him to commit this Murder, E milia 
confeſſts that ſhe ſtole the Handkerchief at her Huſ-, 
band's Requeſt, but ignorant for what Reaſon | he 
ſeem'd ſo deſirous to have it in his Poſſeſſion. Jo 
on this, is brought in, ſhe perſiſts in her Evide 

againſt him, and he kills her. Caſio and Rae | 
having been put under the Surgeon's Care, the | 
Wounds' of the 1 are found not mortal, and the 
latter lyes long enough t to reveal the Villany of Tage. 
* is this Monſter of Wickednels fully To | 
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how ftally he has been de. 


ave deen committed by hi 1. 


Death che Cyprian Laws have Power to infict, cho 
overs upon by all, as eee Crimes f ſuch a: 


1 


— — - 


, EDMuND S 


NTT 


in 1 Throne of Crete ; ſhe was firſt married 
to TROY but after his Death, Theſeus reſcuing 
her Dominions from the Invaſion of a barbarous 
Prince, received for Recompence her Crown and 
Perſon. Hippolptus, his Son, by a former Marriage, 
came to do Honour to his Fathers Nuptials: The 
Sight 


Due. Amazed, and grieved at this ſudden Altera- 


vain; the inexorable Queen was deaf to all his Argu- 


ceſs, whom he adored, and was then a Captive in 
Crete, remain d at Court, and by his Preſence aug- 


| her Body growing unable to ſuſtain the violent Emo- 


hoping to gain ſome Advantage to himſelf from the 


[ 239 5 

Sight, * this Prince. inflamed [Pluralne wh at rand 
violent Deſires ; ſhe gave her Hand to the Father, 

but her Heart was all devoted to the lovely Son: A 
the. Efforts ſhe made for extinguiſhing this Puff, 
ſeryed but to render it more ſtrong: Shie Joath'd; the 
flew her Husband's Preſence; and even refuſedl him 
thoſe Rights of Love which Marriage had made his 


tion, he preſs'd, he ſued, but preſſed and ſued in 


ments, to all his Entreaties. Struck to the Soul at 
this Contempt, and deſpairing ever to win her into 
Kindneſs, he quitted Crete, and ſought in Foreign 
Wars, to loſe Remembrance of Domeſticlæ Woe. 
Hippolytus, for the Sake of / I/mena, an Athenian Prin- 


mented the Flames of Phedra to ſuck an | Exceſs, 
that ſhe was well vigh conſumed ; the Weakneſs of 


tions of her Mind, ſhe falls into a kind of Frenzy; 
and in her Raving diſcovers the Cauſe of all her 
Anguiſh- to Lycon, her firſt Minifter of State, who, 


Errors of his Sovereign, encouraged her rather to 
cheriſh, than depreſs her Wiſhes. 


Ut this Time Intelligence is ble of M 
Death, and Phardra, now without Scruple, follows 
the Advice of Lycon, and declares her Paſſion to Hip- 
polytus: The Horror he ſeems full of, while the is 
ſpeaking, and his reſolute refuſing all her Offers af- 
toy, jt her 125 Sou ae lhe all Attempts to or. 
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[2 240 5 
rupt his Virtue : Yet obſtinate in Guilt, the tries all 


— ſhe ſooths, entreats, then rages, menaces his 


Ruin, orders him to be impriſoned, and Lycorn 
threatens him with Death. Whatever the Queen's 


Love might have deſigned, tis certain, this Stateſ- 


man reſolved nothing lefs, judging the Nature of this 


young Hero by his own; and therefore fearing his 


Vanity or Hate might lead him to en 8 2 ooo 


Shame, and his own baſe Artifices. - 


-Iſmena, who loved Hippolytus no leſs 405 ſhe was 
beloved, and trembling for the Effects of Phedra's 
Fury, perſuades him to feign a Compliance with her 


| Defires: He is at laſt prevailed upon to follow her 


Advice, and the eaſier, becauſe he has juſt then form 
ed a Deſign, which no other Way can be accom- 


pliſh'd. He demands therefore, to be brought to 


the Queen, diſſembles a Repentance of his late In- 
ſenſibility, ànd gives her Hopes of returning her Af- 


fection 'with an equal Ardor : This regains Pheara 


her Peace of Mind, and him his Liberty; and he 


employs it in preparing Means for his Eſcape into 
Sothia, with 3 2877 Ne: has won to accom- 


e 


The News of their Flight ſoon reaches ine Bar 
of Phezara'z ſhe ſends, puriues, and overtakes them 
before they gain the Port: Love, Rage, Remorſe 
and Jealouſy, now by 'Turns, poſſeſs her Soul : She 
condemns both to Death, reprieves, then pardons, 


then condemns again, all in a Breath: In this Tem- 


peſt of her Soul, before ſhe can reſolve on any Thing, 
The/eus, who was believed dead, returns to Crete. 


Her former Frenzy now returns with double Force: 


* | . With 


La) 


Wich all the Wildnefs of Diſpair, of Shame, of Hor: 


ror, ſhe flies to her Apartment, there ſhuts her ſelf 
up, and will not be perſuaded to ſee, or give any 


Welcome to her long abſent Husband, who little leſs 


diſtracted than her ſelf at this Behaviour, in vain in- 
quires the Cauſe of all he meets; Hippolytus and 1 


mena, Who only have the Power, are too generous to 


reveal the ſhocking Secret. Lycon at laſt approaches, 
and having perſuaded the Queen in her Ravings, to 
ſecond what he ſhould ſay, boldly accuſes Hippolytus 
of an Attempt to raviſh her; and ſo imputes her 
preſent Diſorders to that Cauſe. The enraged King 


too eaſily giving Credit to the Aſſertions of this Vil- 


lain, orders his Son to be ſeized, and on hearing 
Phedra afterward utter the ſame Things, tho in 
disjointed, and ſometimes contradictory ' Phraſes, | 


dooms him to Death; but unwilling he ſhould. periſh 


by any common Hand, ſends him a Sword, and bids 
him be his own Executioner. H?ppotytus accepts the 
fatal Preſent, but makes a different Uſe of it than 
was intended, for inſtead of plunging it into his own 
Breaſt, he ſlew the Perſon who delivered it to him, 


and once more throws himſelf at his F ather's F ect, 
begging, if he muſt die, to ſuffer in his Preſence. 


But while his good Genius inſpired him with this 


| Thought for the prolonging of his Life, he was be- 


lieved dead by all that heard the cruel Sentence given. 
Phedra is informed of it, and of all her late tem- 
peſtuous Paſſions, only Love, Pity, and a juſt Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt remaining, ſhe confeſt the whole 
fad Story of her fatal Paſſion, the Noble Youth's Re- 


fuſal of her Offers, and the monſtrous Injuſtice he 


I's ? M | had 
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hack received from Lycor's Arts, acl her Diſtraction, 


-ſhe then ſwallowed Poiſon; but unable to endure Life, 
even till the Operation, ſtab'd- her ſelf i in the Pre- 


ſence of the much injured The/eus. 
In all thoſe Agonies of Soul, which in ſo dread- 


ful a Juncture could be felt by the moſt tender Father, 
did Hippolytus find him ; and it is ſcarce poſſible to 
_ Judge, which experienced the moſt perfect Joy, the one 
in ſeeing his raſh Commands fo happily reverſed, or 
the other in being cleared of his imputed Crime, and 
reſtored to the Affection of a Parent, N loved 
and reverenced by him. 
To render his Happineſs por on be Gefeus 1 gives 
to his Arms, and with her, the Crown of 


. The perfidious Lycon ends his wicked Liſe 
by as ignominious a Death: And io concludes a Play, 
Which can never fail to excite Applauſe, while any 
Taſte remains for Purity of Diction, Juſtneſs of Sen- 
timent, or Virtue delineated i in 1 ker _ drr : 
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| _By Sir "Foun e 
5 A EL "dba I 
5 = HE chief Character in this Play' is Sir Fele 
: I Brute: he has for, two Years been the Huf- 

band of a Lady, whom, tho? he married merely for 
2 Love, he could not treat even with common Civility 
e aſter the firſt Month-: That Paſſion, which had à little 


ſofined the Roughneſs of his Manners, being ſatiated 


Savage return d in hiy Behaviour. But tha“ notwithe- 
ſtanding his ill Uſage, ſhe fail'd in no Part of the 
Duty of a good Wife, conceal'd his Vices as much 
as poſſible, from the World, and endeavaur'd not to 
think on them her ſelf z their Manner of living to- 
| gether was too well known, not to encourage Hopes 
among the gay Part of Mankind to the Prgjudice of 
her Honour. Conftant, a Gentleman intimate with 
Sir John, and who was at his Wedding, had con- 


ceived a Paſſion for her from that Day; She did nat 


diſllke is Perſon and Converſation, and the favour- 


» 8: . able 
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by Poſſeſſion, Deceney vaniſh'd with it, and alt the 
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-able Inclinations ſhe found towards him „as ſhe knew 
- he. loved her, made her ſhun his Company as much 
as ſhe could do without being taken Notice of, When⸗ 
- ever. he came to their Houſe. This Conduct made 
him ſo far from being able to gueſs at her real Senti- 
ments, that ſome Scenes inform us he was ny ready 
-to-give himſelf up to Deſpair, 
But this Self-denying Virtue is all over before the 
Play begins; the firſt Time of her Appearance, we 
diſcover that ſhe is almoſt weary of uſing a Lover ill, 
ſor the Sake of a Husband who” knew not how to 
uſe her well. Belinda, her Niece, ho lires with 
her, ſeems to encourage a Reſolution in her to accept 
of the Conſolation offered; and we find little, beſide 
the Shame of revealing an Affection ſhe has hitherto 
taken ſo much Pains to hide, that hinders her from 
running immediately into Conſpanis Arms. She de- 
termines however, to be leſs Scrupulous than ſhe has 
been accuſtom'd ; and hearing Sir Jobs fay, cne Day 
at Dinner, that he expected him to come that After- 
noon with a Friend of his, call'd Heartfree, inſtead of 
quitting the Room, ſhe ordered her Maid to bring her 
Work, and ſeated her ſelf with Belinda, expecting 
their Approach : In the mean Time, to divert them- 
ſelves and vex Sir John, who was then ſmoakin g, 
they rail'd againſt Tobacco till they provoked him'to 
_ throw his Pipe at them, and ftart up in a Rage to 
drive them out of the Room; in running from him 
they meet the two Gentlemen, who appear concern- 
ed to ſee this Quarrel, and Sir John being ſoon aker 
Wo for abroad, they ſtay ande entertain 19806 TIRE: 
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Belinda 1 to Heartfree, to give 0 ating; the 5 
better Opportunity of addreſſing her Aunt; her Wit 
and Gayety make an Impreſſion on his Heart, which, 


till he became acquainted with her, he thought him 


ſelf ſecure from ever feeling; ; and Belinda finds ſome- 
thing in him that renders her yet more willing than 


before, to forward Lady Brute's I ntrigue with Con- 


/eant ; becauſe it promiſes her the Opportunity of 
Converſing with his agreeable Friend. Both of them 
avowing their Inclinations to each other, and expreſ- | 


| ling an, equal Impatience to ſee the two Gallants a- 


gain; Lady Brute writes to Conſtant, deſiring him, 


with his Friend Heargſree, to come to Spring-Garden, 


at Eight the ſame Evening, where they will find two 


5 Women to entertain them. 


As this Letter is without a Name, the Gantt 


e have ſome Diſpute whether they ſhall accept the In- 


vitation or not; but, as much in Love as they are, 
the Paſſion has not fo intirely extinguiſhed all others 


in their Breaſts, as to leave Curioſity no Part. They 5 5 


fail not the Aſſignation at the appointed Hour, and 
Lady Brute and Belinda, Mask d and dreſt in mean 


| tawdry Habits, ſoon. accoſt them. Aſter a little Chat, 


Sir Jobn, who being half drunk, happens to ſtroll 


that Way, joins Company, and offers Conſtant and 
Heartfree to treat them and their Women, whom he 


takes for common Strumpets, if they will go with 
him to a Tavern; but the two Friends having the ſame 
Opinion of the Ladies he has, excuſe themſelves from 
accompanying him; but are content-to leave them to his 
Diſpoſal ; on which, he lays Hands on his Wife and 


Ni . and begins to hawl them in a rude Manner ; they | 
M 3 5 


tu 


able faoknptions ſhe found towards Bim! „ as the knew 


he loved her, made her ſhun his Company as much 


as ſhe could do without being taken Notice of, When⸗ 
- ever. he came to their Houſe. This Conduct made 
him ſo far from being able to gueſs at her real Senti- 
ments, that ſome Scenes inform us he was rn — 0 
to- give himſelf up to Deſpair, 5 

But this Self- denying Virtue is all over blot the 


An” ., 


| Play begins ; the firſt Time of her Appearance, we 


diſcover that ſhe is almoſt weary of uſing a Lover ill, 
for, the Sake of a Husband who” knew not how to 
uſe her well. Belinda, her Niece, who lives with 


her, ſeems to encourage a Reſolution in her to accept 


of the Conſolation offered; and, we find little, beſide 
the. Shame of revealing an Affection ſhe has hitherto 


taken ſo much Pains to hide, that hinders her from | 


running immediately into Conſianbs Arms. She de- 


termines however, to be leſs Scrupulous than ſhe has 
been accuſtom'd; and hearing Sir Fobn fay, cne Day 

at Dinner, that he expected him to come that After- 

5 noon with a Friend of his, call'd Heartfee, inſtead of 


| quitting | the Room, ſhe ordered her Maid to bring her 
Work, and ſeated her ſelf with Belinda, expecting 


their Approach : In the mean Time, to divert them- 


ſelves and vex Sir Jobn, who was then {moaking, 
they rail'd againſt Tobacco till they provoked him to 
throw his Pipe at them, and ſtart up in a Rage to 
drive them out of the Room; in running from him 
they meet the two Gentlemen, who appear concern- 
ed to ſee this Quarrel, and Sir John being ſoon after 
$ bent for abroad. Ty wy and entertain n the Ladies. 
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. Belinda talks to Heartfree, to give C onflant the 
better Opportunity of addreſſing her Aunt; her Wit 
and Gayety make an Impreſſion on his Heart, which, 
till he became acquainted with her, he thought him- 
ſelf ſecure from ever feeling; and Belinda finds ſome- 
thing in him that renders her yet more willing than 

before, to forward Lady Brute's I ntrigue with Con- 
aut; becauſe it promiſes her the Opportunity of 
Converſing with his agreeable Friend. Both of them 
avowing their Inclinations to each other, and expreſ- 
ling. an, equal Impatience to ſee the two Gallants a- 
gain; Lady Brute writes to Conſtant, deſiring him, 
with. his Friend Heartfree, to come to & pring-Garden, 
- A; Eight the ſame Evening, where they will find two 
Women to entertain them. | | 
. As. this Letter 1s without a Name, the Gentlemen 1 
| have ſome Diſpute whether they ſhall accept the In- | 
vitation or not; but, as much in Love as they are, 4 
e Paſſion has not ſo intirely extinguiſhed all others | [f 
Ef their Breaſts, as to leave Curioſity no Part. They {| Wi 
fail not the Aſſignation at the appointed Hour, and 
Lady Brute and Belinda, Mask'd and dreſt in mean 
| tawdry Habits, ſoon accoſt them. Aſter a little Chat, 
Sir Fohz, who being half drunk, happens to ſtroll 
that Way, joins Company, and offers Conſtant and 
Heariſtes to treat them and their Women, whom he {| 
takes for common Strumpets, if they will go with _ 9 
him to a Tavern; but the two Friends having the ſame *' 
Opinion of the Ladies he has, excuſe themſelves from 
accompanying him; but are content to leave them to his 
Diſpoſal ; on which, he lays Hands on his Wife and 
Ni iece, and begins to ha wl them in a rude Manner; they 
My break 
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break From Rid, and ſhewing their Faces t0\Confant 
and Hearifree, thoſe ſurprized Lovers tell Sir John, 
that they are really Women of Diſtinction, "whom 
they only intended to fright | a little; and chen e 


Kim to leave the Plite® 17 „ inn 

This narrow Eſcape is not ſufficient to daten 
adventurous Ladies; they continue in the Garden, 
and Hearifree and Belinda, in good Nature to their 
Friends, as wel} as to gratify their own private In- 


dlinations, 'withdraw” to another Walk. "Conflant 


— Hikes this Opportunity to renew his amorous Suit to 
Lady Brute: He preſſes, ſhe” reſiſts; till his Deſires 
growing more violent, he perceives her Virtue be- 
Tones leſs ſtrong in Proportion, and is emboldned to 
draw her half yielding, half refoſing, into à cloſe 
Arbor; where, as they juſt" are entring, two Women 
burſt out upon them, and with a Laugh, which de- 
Monſtrates al! that paſſed between them has been 
byerheard, 2 little damps the Lovers pee "une 
preſerves the Lady's Honour for this Time. 5 

The Perſons who had given this enſonable 1b 


ruption, were ſuch; whoſe Diſpoſitions rendred them 


op moſt dangerous of any to have a Secret of this 
Nature in Poſſeſſſon. The one was a near Neigh- 
*bour of Lady Brute, called Lady Fanciſul; a Woman 
of ſuch conſummate Vanity, that ſhe imagined her 


Mit and Beauty had a Right to univerſal Adoration; 


and when ſhe found her {elf deprived of it by the 
Charms of any other, was ſure to blaſt the Reputa- 


tion of her envied Rival: The other was a - French 


Mademoiſelle that waited on her; a Creature; whoſe 
ou 2 wad divided n, between Miſchief and In- 


A 


„„ 
trigue. 3 had. given this fine "I ſome little 
Reaſon to believe him one of her Devotees ; that is he 
had praiſed her Beauty, Shape, Wit, and, indeed as the / 
greateſt Proof of good Will, had endeavoured to 
her ſenſible of the Follies of her Affectation; but 
growing more negligent of late, ſhe preſently imagined 
it muſt be occaſioned by ſome new Face; and reſolving 
to find out the Woman if poſſible, had watched him 
the whole Day in a Diſguiſe, till ſhe ſaw all the above- 
mentioned Pailages, not only between him and He- 
linda, but alſo thoſe. of Canſtant and Lady Brute. 8 
She immediately knew them, notwithſtanding their 
| Diſguiſe 3/ and, hating the Aunt for the Niece's Sake, 
medicated nothing but Revenge on both. To. favour 
her Deſigns, Rafi, Valus dr Chambee to Sir Fon 
Brute, was paſſionately in Love with Madamsiſelle her 
Moman, ſhe makes her the Vehicle to convey all that 
happened in Spring garden to this Fellow, who re- 
ceives a ſtrict Injunction from his French Miſtreſs, to 
relate it to his Maſter; neither of them diſobey Or- 
ders, and Sir John is informed of every Particular. 
While Lady Fanciful and her Emiſfary are thus 
employed, Lady Brute and Belinda are paſſing, their 
Time very agreeably in the Company of their Layers, 

Who conſident that Sir Fohz would not come home. till 
late, they have permitted to attend them home. Sir 
Jobs is engaged indeed for ſome. Time, in ſcow ring 
the Streets, breaking Windows, robbing a poor Tay- 

lor of his Wife's Gown, which he was carrying 
home, putting it on, and playing many extravagant 

Pranks in that Habit, in ſo much that he is carried 
e Juſtice, but. fon diſcharged, falls into other 

dag! 1 5 Company, 


© CY * 
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OPIN where growing troubleſome Her fs kicked 
dut, and reels home. Lady Brute's Maid gives No- 

© tice” of his Approach; and Conſfant and Hearefree, 
having no Opportunity of getting out of the Houſe 
unſeen by him, run into the Cloſet. Sir Joabn calls 
for cold Tea, and will not be perſwaded but that his 
Wife has ſome in her Cloſet, the tells him ſhe has 
loſt the Key, on which he burſts open the Door with 
his Foot, and diſcovers the two Gentlemen: - He was 
not quite ſo ſtupid as to believe they came to that 
Place to ſay their Prayers; but the Neceſſity of Fight- 
ing ſeeming worſe to him than that of Cuckoldom, 
de ſpoke little of his Mind while they were in Preſence; 
and Lady Brute afterward aſſuring him that the 
whole Buſineſs wis an intended Marriage between 
Heartfree and Belinda, gives a Sort of an Excuſe to 
kis pacifick Behaviour. The Truth is, that young 
Eady reſolves to beſtow herſelf and Fortune, which is 

no leſs than ten thouſand Pounds, on Heartfsee, tho a 
younger Brother ; and Lady Brute writes an Account 
of her Condeſcenfion to Conſtant, who is defired to 
come the next Day with his Friend, and back the 
Truth of what ſhe has faid, in Order to remove all 
" Jealouſy in Sir John. | 
The News of this Ant; aching Lady As 
fal, ſhe preſently ſets about the breaking it off, and 
having contrived a Strategem which ſhe thinks Plau- 
Able enough to ſucceed, ſhe no ſooner hears that Con- 

0 funt and Heartfree are at Sir Jobn's, than the ſends a | 
Letter to the Latter, importing that Belinda has been 
debauched, has one Child at Nurſe, and is pregnant 

with another. At the ſame Moment ſhe goes herſelf 


ina Diſguiſe to Belinda, tells her that Heartfree i is al- 
ready married: That ſhe herſelf is his Wife, but 
fears he will murder her, if convinced the: has 18 
vealed the Secret. Both Parties ſuffer themſelves; to 
be impoſed upon by this Deceit, groſs as it is, and 
are entered into a downright Quarrel one with the 
other, when Rafor, all on a ſudden ſtruck with Re- 
morſe for the Part he has acted, puts on Sackcloth, 
and in that penitential Habit confeſſes his Fault, and 
drags in Lady Fancyful and Mademoiselle unmask d, to 
confirm the Truth of his Confeſſion. Sir Fobn now 
again begins to flatter himſelt that his Wife is honeſt, 
and is entirely reconciled to Conſtant; which, with ; 
the Marriage of Heart/ree and Belinda, MOR 88 the 
. IO Buſineſs of ſis e ee 1 hog. 
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s the Cataſtrophe of this Play is a Compliea- 
tion of a vaſt Variety of Events, all happening 
a one Time, it is highly neceſſary, for rendring 1a 
clear and perſpicuous Account, to give the Reader 
- me Idea of the Diſpofitions and Views of the chief 
Characters, before the Plots or Actions, which ſuch 
fitions and Views naturally excite, are touched 
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5 Tord Tewnl $ 2 Man of Senſe, Sobriety and 
Nature: He bas been two Vears married to a 
dy of celebrated Beauty, whom his tender AﬀeRion, 

3 vorpermitting bim to reſtrain, in any of thoſe. Pleaſures. 
| - Which 


1 2 51 I i 
which had the Shew of Innocence, ſhe arrived at laſt 
at ſuch a Way of Thinking, as to look on the moſt im- 
moderate Uſe of them as her 1 Too late he 
finds the Error of his over- much Indulgence ; and how | 
to put a S to her Extravagancies without rendering 
the Ohjec of her Ave 281 
up all his . ae RIGS: 3 1 55 
Sir Francis Wronghead is a fooliſh Country Gentle 
man, whoſe Eſtate being pretty deeply mortgaged, he 
talces it into his Head to retrieve it, by running two 
thouſand Pounds more in Debt, in order to be choſe 
Member of Parliament, which having procured, he 
| comes to Town, accompanied by his Lady, Richard 
 Wronghead his eldeſt Son, an awkard Country Bump- 
kin, and Miſs Jenny his Daughter, a pert, forward, 
duct een RR 
Count Baſſet is a Sharper of. the Town, Who b 
taken up that Name and Title in Order to intro- 
| duce himſelf into good Company, and have the better 
Opportunity of Cheating. Happening to be in the 
| Country at the Races, he had made a good Frogrels 
towards. an. Amour with Lady Miungbead; and knows 
ing her Intention of ming ta. Londen unends to im- 
r it at her Arrival. 1 
Mr. Manly is a Se of — . Prudence and 
+ vations: An intimate Friend of Lord Toxwnhy's, . with 
: who Sifter,; Lady Grace, lie is very, much charmed, 
not ſo much on Account of the Beauties of her Perign, 
as thoſe of her Mind: IIe is alſo à near Relation of 
. Sir. Francis Wronghead, and ſoreſeeing the Misfor tunes | 
that's muſt atiend bis living any long Eime in Landen, 
FULLSD HOO 30 Yue 2 43461359% 08 Bid = Aelelves 
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reſolves to prevent dee in Apt e 
Don home, 
ET Mrs. Mather lars Aa Milliner,; wat; Jets: ee to... 
- Peo le: of Condition, or at leaft ſuch as appear to be 
ſo. . Myrtilla-her Niece lives in the H ouſe with her, 
+ and as been debauched by Count Baſſet: Notwith- 
- ſtanding they both carry fair to him, in Hope he wilk 
at laſt do are, for ker, as * has eee Fro 
enn | 
Theſe-are all the Perſons who. are any. Way con- 
3 in the Buſineſs of the Play ; which opens with - 
Lord Townly making ſome Remonſtrances to his Wife 
on Sg Vanity and Folly of her Conduct; and re. 
g from her ſuch Anſwers as convince him it is 
not . — Means he can ever N for a Reforma: 
tion in her. 
Sir Francis: 77 . RN Ha Family being . 5 
do. Towyn, Count Basser recommends them to Mrs. 
 Motherly's Lodgings, ang at the ſame Time engages 
ber. to aſſiſt him in che Deſigu he has of marry ing Maſs | 
Jerzy, on Condition he wil make a Mateh between 
Ni hard. Wronghead, the young Squire, and-her Niece. 
Arilig. To bind. che Bargain he puts a Goldſmith' s 
Note of 509d. into her Hands, which he tells her 
Fall. be her qwn in Caſe of any Failure on his Side. 
This ſatisftes, all the old Gentlewoman's- Scruples, 
And the omits nothing in; her Power that may bring | 
nde two Couples together. Count Baſſet all the Fime 
Nroſecutes his Amour with Lady Wronghrad, that his 
Freedom with the Mother may render his Courtſhip 
| 0 n e en and the r Hoy- 


ag OS. SR 


Ces | ] 
miſes to marry him as ſoon as he can contrive an Oe 
portunity to get her out. Squire Richard is alſa 
very ſweet upon Myrtilla, and the manages Him fo 


well as v0. get an Aſſurance from him of making 


her his Wife: But while the young People are di- 


verting themſelves in this Manner, poor Sir Francis 


is in a piteous Taking: He has been to wait on a 
certain great Perſon, (of whoſe Name the Author 


keeps us ignorant) he has given, him Hopes "+ 


Place worth a. thouſand. Pounds a Year, to give his 


Vote in Parliament as he directs; but the Misfor- | 


tutte was that Sir Francis not underſtanding the De- 
bates, happened, on the Queſtion being. put, to ſay 
che, when he ſhould have ſaid No. He heard alſo 
chat a Petition was about being laid before the Houſe 
in Favour of Sir ohn W: orthland the other Candidate, 


and he was in Danger of loſing his Election; and to 


add to theſe Troubles his. Lady had laid out two . 


* 


hundred and fifty Pounds in one Day, meerly in | 


Baubles, for Which neither herſelf nor her Family had 
any Occaſion. Mir. Mandy, eaſily perceiving the 
Conſequence of all this, exaggerated the Misſox- 
tunes into which he was plunging himſelf, and took 
the Freedom of a Friend and Relation to adviſe kim 
to return into the Country before it was too late but 
Sir Francis cannot yet a-While perſw'ade himſelf to 
quit all the golden Expectations his own and Wies 
Vanity had, flattered him with, and. with which ſhe ſtill 
ſapports him: Nor was ſhe" all this Time Idle för 
che Good of the Family, as ſhe imagined at leaſt. 
Sount Base. had dropped a Letter from Apen, 


herein that poor young Woman had upbraided hin 
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| fooſeducing ber, and afterwards: ers her wihout 
heard on Mr. Aan) s frequent Viſits — 
Match between them was as good as concluded, her 
plotting Head - immediately: forms a Strategem from 
 Myztilla's Letter to break it off. The Reaſon that 
induces her to this Piece of Miſchief is, that Many 
being very rich, his Eſtate would devolve on Sir 
Francis, in Caſe he died without Iſſue. She therefore 
puts the Letter under another Cover, and pretending & 
the was in a Hurry of Buſineſs deſires: Ahrtilla to 
direct it for Mr. Manly. Myrtilla little ſuſpecting 
ir Was _—_ on eee une am; ue: 
Friend, to Lady Grace, with the ſeeming View of 
preſerving Shes ror, wo ep a Man- 
9% Baſenels.... 1101 nl ee 
Lady Grace is 8 ee a tad Recei 
of theſe Letters, not only to find Mandy a Perſon of 
diqerent Principles from what he profeſſed, but 
ſo that any one ſhould imagine ſhe had any Concern 
bie Intrigues, he not having as yet made her any 
ther, Declarations of Love. than thoſe of his: Eyes, 
att ul Behaviour: She acquaints her Brother 
wich tlie Adventure, and her 80 s upon it: He 
i the, imagines it a Piece of Forgery, but adviſes 
For to ſhew the Letters to Manly, that by obſerving, 
_ carefully his Looks, at the Peruſal, ſhe may form 
ſome judgment by them of his Innocence or Guilt. 
Sb, ellas his Directions, and Manly, knowing the 
mul 1 


. 3 
"Temper of Lady: Wronghead, ſees into the whole De. 
fign-in a Moment, and having fully cleared himſelf 
to Lady Grace is emboldned by the Freedom of this 
Converſation to declare himſelf ſomewhat fooner than 
tis probable he otherwiſe would have done: 8 
_ certain it is that our Endeavours to prevent; frequently: 
haſten the Event. we fear. The Manner, in which 
Lady Grace receives tlie Diſcovery of his Paſſion, is as 
agreeable to his Wiſhes as he could hope for from a 
Woman of her exemplary Prudence- and Modeſty, 
and renders his Mind in a Situation uncapable of re- 
aining much Reſentment for the Injury attempted: 
to be done him by Lady Nrongbead. Reſolved how- 
ever to fathom the Bottom of the Myſtery; he goes 
to Myrtilla, ſhews her the Su perſeription on the Cover 
of the Letter, which ſhe readily acknowledges to be 
her Hand, and tells him how ſhe came to write it 3 
but when he preſents her with the encloſed; heaps 
| pears amazed and confuſed, believes herſelf betrayed 
dy the Count and Lady Mrongbead, and comfeſſes, 
with Bluſhes, that it is her Letter to the Count. On 
chis Diſcovery they grow extremely gracious, he pro 
miſes to be her Friend, and on his Queſtioning her 
concerning the Affairs of Sir Francis Family, ſhe ac 
quaints him with the Plot laid for a double Marriage, 
and that the Ceremonies are to be performed :the- 
Ame Evening when they are all to go in Maſque- 
rade Habits to Lord 1 whole: I ro is to 
We their Hands. | 2: 2044 
Manly on this 8 a Ce which having 
convinced Mrs. Motherly and Myrtilla it will be their 
| — ta aſſiſt, he haſtens to Sir Huntit, forts = 


1 T9363. 
kim of che Snares laid for the Ruin of his Children, 


tho" without letting him know by whom, and aſſures 
him. of, preventing it; and at the ſame Time con 
vincing him it was deſign'd, by the Demonſtration of 


his own Eyes, on. Condition he will return home the 
next Day, to avoid the like Dangers hereafter : 
Sir Francis promiſes to be ruled by him in every 


Thing, and looks on him as his Guardian Angel. 
Mrs. Motherly, in the mean Time, to to ſecure as 


much as ſhe could for her ſelf, ſends Myrtilla, with 


the Note left in her Hands by Count Baſet, to en- 
quire into the Validity of it, of the Banker, in 
whoſe Name it was given 3 but it happening to be 


| forged, the poor Girl 1s ſeized by a Conſtable, = 


Suſpicion of being privy. to the Cheat : She ſends for 


Mr. Manly, who being well known to the Banker, 
ſhe is (et at Liberty, and a Warrant taken out againſt | 
Baſſet ; though Man will have the Execution of it 
deferr d for tome Hours, 18 Reaſons which will go : 


hereafter. 


ng chile es, . Weber, 8 
f u in various and tumultuous Pleaſures, and the Pa- 


| tience of her Lord being entirely exhauſted, he is 
now determined to part with her: He has engaged 


an Aunt of hers to take her to her Houſe whenever 


the Separation happens, which an Accident haſtens 


ſooner than elſe his continued Tenderneſs would have 7 
| ſuffered him to decree. Having loſt 500 J. at Play i 


pee hg Night, and contracted ſome Debts of Honour 


beſide, ſhe is in the utmoſt Conſternation the next 
Morning, how to diſcharge them; ſhe has not a 
* Guinea lefty "nd in 2 A her d now 
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is, the. knows, to. 2 = —f a Supply. <a 5 
ineffectual, and but provoke, him more: Aſter fome, 
Debate, her Woman reminds her of fifty Pounds in 
che Steward's Hands, leſt there ſome Days ſince to. 
pay a Mercer, whom ſhe had turned off a Year ago, 
becauſe he refuſed to give her Credit any longer: 
This ſeems a lucky Thought, and the Steward is 
called to deliver the Money; the very Perſon to 
whom it was to be paid, unluckily happens to be in 
the Houſe at the fame Time, and being told his Bill. 
ſhall, be diſcharged, is juſt then writing a Receipt. 
Lady Townly obliges the Steward to leave the Money. 
on her. Table, bidding him tell the Man there was a. 
Miſtake in the Account, which ſhe. had not Time, 
now. to rectify. The Steward obeys her Commands, 
but the Mercer will a0: be. ppe.uf, andre. | 
clamorous; Lord , Townly hears his Complaint, pays = 
him, and reſolves that Moment to part from his 
Lady: He ſends for Manly, and orders his Siſter ta 
be called, as Witneſſes. of his Behaviour, and the. 
Agony he viſibly feels in doing himſelf. this Juſtice, 
with the firm. Conſtancy . he. teſtifies, not to be mo ved, 1 
from it, makes Lady Towwnly. ſeriouſly reflect on the 
tender and affectionate Indulgence ſhe has hitherto ſound ; 
in him, and her own Imprudence, in forfeiting the E. 
ſteem of ſo excellent a Husband; She wiſhes to re- 
call; Time, or that. {till ſhe retain'd. Influence enough. 
over him, to make him think. ſhe would redeem. the = 
Errors of her paſt, by her future Conduct; till now, : 
of all the Paſſions, Love had been a Stranger t to | 
Soul ; but in this Moment, ſhe finds ſo much. in the Z 
Ferſan _ Qualities of her Lord, worthy | "of her 
ſofteſt 


| expected the Condeſc 


£461. 

| ſofteſt Regards, chat ſhe is amazed at ber ef br not 
diſcovering it before : The Fears of not being be- 
lieved, however, reſtrain her Fongue from uttering 
any Part of what paſſes in her Breaſt; expreſſive 
Looks and Tears: alone, declare how Self condemn'd 
ſhe is; and without either offering at any Argument, 
or imploring for a Mitigation of the Sentence he has 
paſt upon her, ſubmits to her Fate with the moſt 


humble Grief; but the Manner in which ſhe does ſo, 
appears ſo touehing, that not only Lady Grace, but 


Mr. Manſy, who had always adviſed chis Separation, 


teſtify their Concern at it; how much more then, 
muſt it affect a Heart that never had a Wiſh beyond 
that of her Converſton; which her Behaviour now 
_ evincing; the tranſported Husband, when leaſt ſhe 
aſton, flies to her Arms, for-- 


gives all that's paſt, 2 an vows an everlaſting Love: 
She in her Turn; proves her ſelf not unworthy this 


Exceſs of Goodneſs, by truly hating every Thing 


which had eſtranged her from her only Happineſs, 


reſigning her ſelf wholly to her Husband's Will, and a 


nn her whole Pleaſure conſiſt in pleaſing him. 


This happy Turn puts them all into fuch good ö 
Hb: that Lady Grace,” in Compliance to her 


Brother's: Deſires, and a little to gratify her own In- 


clinations, gives her Hand to Many; but the Cele. 


bration of their Nuptials is deferrd till the Comple. 
tion of that Gentleman's Deſign, for the Preſervation 


of the N F amb 17 which ea aker 
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- Lady 'Wrongbeady- "Squire Richard, Mits: Frm, 
and Count Ba, come all to Lord Zozonfy's in Maſe 
querade- Habits, as was agreed upon; the two latter go 
into a private Room, expecting the Chaplain; Squire 
Richard follows them, expecting to find n 
who ſoon enters, with a Conſtable to ſeize Bat, on 
Account of the forgd Note; as he is in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, Sir Frantis and Mr. Manly, who have 
been ſometime behind a Screen, and overheard all, 


come up to them: Sir Francis, not able to command 


his Paſſion, vents it in hearty drubbing the young 


Squire, and threatning the forward Minx his Daugh- 


ter; their Outcries draw Lady Wrongbead into the 


Room, who being preſently informed of the whole 


Affair, trembles to think how far "ſhe has proceeded 
with a common Sharper, and one, who ale ada 
Deſign upon her Daughter: The Count is going to 
be carried before a Juſtice,” but begs for Mercy; 
Which Mr. Manly grants, on Condition he marries 
Myrtilla; he conſents, tho with ſome Reluctance, 
and Marty, to reward the Share ſhe has had in his 


Deſigns, gives her a real Note of five hundred 


Pounds, which makes the Matter ſomewhat more 
ealy to the Count. Lady Wronghead, notwithftand- 
ing the narrow Eſcape her Children have had from 


Ruin, will not be perſuaded'by her Husband to leave 


London ; but Manly foon obliges her to Compliance, 


by ſhewing her a very tender Billets-Doux, wrote by 


her to the Count, and by him intercepted ; to ſave 


her Reputation therefore abroad, and preſerve her 


Husband's good Opinion of her at home, ſhe requires 


no more TO his Promiſe, never to-divulge the Se- 
\ cret 


up her Luggage and be: gone. 
Preſented with in this truly natural, witty; and di- 


Which is all we are 
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been married to 
"Roxana, before he ſaw the Daughter of Darius, 

wich whom he fell paſſionately in Love, had no way 
to gain that beautiful Princeſs, but by making a ſo- 
lemn Qath never to Bed with his 5 8 in: 1 


T 261 J 
8 met him on his Way, and with Sports and 
Nevels, ſome ſay by Magick Spells, kept him at S 
again a Victim to her Charms. But by what Arts 
ſoever he had been practiſed on, the Remembrance 
of Statira broke through them in a ſhort Time, and 
he again forſook Roxana, and ——— to 22 
where the Idol of his Soul reſi dee. 
But before his Arrival, Intelli gence dee brought 
to that - young Queen, of what had paſſed between 
him and Roxane, ſhe falls into a Deſpair, which 
almoſt proved fatal to her: C a under, Poliperchon, 
Theſjalus, and others, who hated Alexander, took 
Care to heighten the Anguiſh of her Soul, by adding 
to the Truth a thouſand aggravating Circumſtances 
of their own Invention. Nor was this- the only 
Trouble occaſioned by his Abſence: Lyimachus and 
Hiapbætion, Rivals for the Love of Pariſates, the one 
preſuming on his Birth and Services, the other on the 
Favour of Alexander, fill'd the Court with continual 
Alarms: The firſt Scene of the Tragedy diſcovers 
them fighting, and Clyus, a brave old Macedonian 


General, uſing his utmoſt Endea vours to ſeparate 


their Fury: The Arguments he inforces, at length 
prevail with them to ceaſe all Acts of Hoſtility, and 
to truſt their Cauſe to the Deciſion of Alexander, | 
who is every Moment expected../. : 

Statira, work'd up to the utmoſt Pitch. of raging f 
Grief, by the Artifices of the Faction, reſolves to 
ſee the King no more, but to paſs the Remainder of 
her Days in the Bowers of Semiramis, ſnut up from 
all Converſe with Mankind; Old Syfigambis, the Mo- 
ther of the Royal Family, labours both with En- 
| ) : . 


— a 


2 * = 


— . ah ovouze te benadin pale HR ARE ee Feral. cm . EE ORE TON A INERAN 


1 262 3 = 
bestk⸗ and Commands to diſſuade her, but in vai; 
ke makes a Vow, and confirms it with the moſt 
dreadful Imprecations, to do as ſhe has fad. 
lerander ſoon after enters Babylon, and being in- 
Formed how far her Reſentment had tranſported her, 
nations, which makes the Boldeſt in 


burſts into Exclan 
his Preſence tremble. Lyfimacbus, notwithſtanding, 
-puſh'd' on by Love, approaches, and demands of 
him the Princeſs Pariſates, as a Reward for all his 


Teils in War 3 Alsrander having before promiſed her 


to Hepbæſtion, grows incens d, and commands him to 
be dumb upon that Theme for ever; on which, the 


raſh Prince draws his Sword, and afters to run at his 


Rival, which fo inflames Alexander, that he orders 
him to be carried away and devoured by Bion 


- "= Roxana, flattering herſelf that the ſame Arts, which | 
-yekindled a Paſſion in the Heart of Alexander at Sufe, 
will have the ſame Succeſs at Babylon, entred the 


City almoſt the ſame Hour he did i and being in- 
form'd of Statiras Reſolution, and the King's De- 
ſpair, is no leſs pleaſed at the one, than enraged at 
the other: To gratify, however, the Pride of her 
Nature, ſhe meets her Rival as ſhe is going to fulfil 


her Vow, and infults her Misfortune with the moſt 
bitter Taunts, till Satire, tho much leſs violent, 
becomes ſo far provoked: as to conſent to ſee the 


EK ing, in order to prevail with him never to ſee the 
- other more. The Event anſwers her Deſign, 4/ex- 
Ander, before her Face, commands Roxana: never to 


appear in his Preſence z which Proof of Love, join- 
ed with the Sight of his Grief for having ever of. 


' fended her, obtains a full Forgiveneſs from her; and 
2 ſhe 


) . 
ſhe thinks. it a leſs Crime to become Heime 
Gods, than to give Pain to Alexander, ..Paxi 
who tenderly. loves Lyſimachus, takes this Opportu- 
nity to petition for his Liſe; but before ſhe can know 
the Effect of her Solicitations, - that Prince is brought 
in, having fought with, and conquered the Lion in- 
ed for his Executioner. This Heroick.. Deed 
4 andy influences Alexander, than the Prayers and 
Tears of the whole Court: He now foregoes his par- 

tial Affection for Hepbreſtiun, and decrees, that Pa- 
riſates thall be AY 11 wha: ces him beſt. 
nen, 0 
The 1 of pete Grieß is „ 
een, but ſoon - enſues a bitter Allay: 
The King, to teſtify his Tranſport on being recon- 
eiled to'/Statira, invites all his Courtiers to à Ban- 
cquet: To oblige him, who is very much of late 
addicted to the Perfian Cuſtoms, they all appear in 
rich looſe Robes,” after the Manner of that Country, 
all but Chytus, who will not be perſuaded to ſuch, Bf- 
e This offends Alexander, but he canceals 
his Sentiments, till being warm with Wine, Chitus 
ſeeming to leſſen the Victories Abr ander had gain? D 
and giving his Father, King Phillip, the Preference, 
as a Soldier, the impatient Monarch ſnatches a»Jave- 
lin from his neareſt Guard, and ſtrikes him dead 
that Moment; but no ſooner does he ſee him fall, 
than he repents of the Deed, and calling to Mind 
how often he had been preſerved in Battle, bythe 
Courage and Loyalty of this gallant General, he 
e n e e Maut ne will not be 
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| brought this ſurpriſing Ae 
then ceaſing his Lamentations over Clytus, flies to the 
-Relief of what he valued more than Life ; but all 


terrible Misfortune ger Wh to riſe. 888 

The Heads of the Faction 08 A 
Having reſolved to take the Opportunity of this Ran 
quet to "poiſon him, one of their dn Creatures be- 
ing appointed Cup-bearer, endeavour, by fomeint- 


ing the Rage and Jealouſy of Roxana, to make her a 


— in their Deſigus; but ſhe, in ſpite of her 


they are compelled, by the Fears © being betrayed 
by her, to feign themſelves ready to be guided' Of Ret * 
Wilk alone. To ' oblige her more to Secrec) 
ſander offers to kill her Rival Statira: The Thought 


of that Revenge tranſports her cruel Soul, but will not 


accept it from his Hand, "left ſuch a Service — 


*encotirage à Paſſion which he confeſſes to have for her. 
The Hint of this Defign is all ſhe will vouchfaſe to 


owe him for, and attended by a great Train of her on 
Creatures and Slaves, ſhe goes in Perſon to the A- 


partment, where Statira is waiting the E of 
Alerander, and having ſlain moſt of the Guards, en- 

tered and took the Life of that unhappy. Queen, in 

r midſt of her moſt pleaſing Expectations. 1 5 


One who eſcaped the Fury of Roxana's Slaves, 
Account to Alexander, who 


the Haſte he made was too ſlow ; Roxana had given 
the fatal Blow, and he came only to take a laſt Fare- 


well from his dear -Szatira : Scarce had the Breath 
— her Lips, than News is * that his fa- 


1 vourite 


W „ til loving him with an unbated Paſſion, 
| Mic {6 great an Abhorrence of the Propoft | 
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vourite Hepbæſtion is dead of a Surfeit ; and that 
Sifgambis alſo is no more. Ordinary Madneks is 
mort of what he feels: He Commands, "that Al tde 
Towers of Babylon be plucked down, the Armory 
deſtroyed, and every Soldier, upon pain of Death, to be. 
naked to the Waſte : He ſpares Rexana's Life, | 0 
only becauſe ſhe is at this Time pregnant by him, 
but alſo, becauſe Statira dying beg'd him to forgive 
| her; but baniſhes her for ever. Soon as he has given 

| theſe Orders, he is ſeized with ſtrange Convulſions, 
which, by degrees affect his Brain, and he falls int 
the moſt raging Frenzy: This is looked upon at 
firſt as occaſioned by Grief, but is eee 
perceived to be the Effects of Treaſon. 

The cruel Caſſander, and his Aſſociates, eve 
compleated their Deſign, and Alexander expires in 
the moſt tormenting Pains. On which, the Conſpi- 
rators quit the Court; and Ly{machus, to whom Pa- 
riſates is now bequeathed, vows not to enjoy the 
Fruits of his leng Paſſion, till he has traced the 
Treaſon againſt Alexander to its Fountain Head, 
and fully revenged the Death of that prodigious Mau. 
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ROSE eee eee eee 
has a great Eſtate, but is of ſo whimſical and 
- capricious a Humour, as 'to-enduze the Sound of no 
Voice but his own; for that Reaſon: he excludes him- 
hit from all Converſation, has Servants-. 


Ahe o Gulden his 8 Kir 
- gene, is his Heir; but that Gentleman . of a 


leſs huſh Diſpoſition, and keeping Company no leſs 
voluble than himſelf, has ſo much diſebliged his 
: Uncle; that he reſalves to marry on purpoſe to diſin- 
-herit him, provided be can find a Woman willing to 
conform to his Way of Life. He communicates his 
Intentions to Cutbeard, a Barber, whom he imagines 
2 e devoted to bim, but i is A in the Intereſt 


5 
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Thing that paſſes in his Uncle's Family; and this 


among other Things being repeated, Sir Daaphine 
forms a Contrivance-to-circumvent him. He 


dreſſes a young Gentleman in Woman's Apparel, and 


inſtructs to behave ſo as to win the good Graces of 
Morſe; that done, lodges the counterfeit Lady, to 


x-7 


whom he gives the Name of Epicere, in a. Street ” 


near him, then makes Cutbeard acquaint Moreſe, 
that he has heard of a young Woman well born, 
well educated, and of a Humour exactly conform- 
able 10 his own; and that having no Fortune, will 
readily conſent to marry him without any Formalities 
pleaſed with this Intelligence, looks on Cutbeard aa 


his beſt eee eee rs 


ſhort Lamb 2 woo; 15 Spa 

Sir Dauphine has * none etna 4 pas of his 
Plot but Cutbeard, who is a principal Actor in it; 
and Clerimont, the moſt intimate of all his Friends. 


rene the Folly of Maroſe's intended 
Marriage to one of his Companions, called Truewit,, 


but without letting him know it was a Contravance 


of Sir Daupbinos. Truss, who wiſhes Sir Dar- 


to ſpeak — We bi More and by Virtue of | 


his ſuppoſed Authority, is admitted: He accoſts him 


with ſetting forth the Miſeries to which he is going 


ede himſelf, ne wanne _ 
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ne knows no more than what his Barber has in- 
med him ; and then remonſtrates the Inju- 


Rice he does his Nephew in the moſt forcing Terms; 
this Manner of Treatment drives the old Gentle- 
tleman almoſt mad; but perceiving nothing is to be 


done but by fair Means, - hears him with à ſeeming 


Patience, till Pueti? having talk'd himſelf out or 


Breath, takes his Leave with preſenting him with 


a Rope, as the fure” e 0 e of ſuch a Mar: 


riage as his is like to p%öçũt.. 
Dukavit not doubting bat he Nas pat of the Match, 


| Haſtens"to Sir Dauphine and Clerimum; with an Ac- 
count of what ke has done; inſtead of Thanks he fe- 


ceives the ſevereſt Reproaches from both 3 Clerimont 
tells him he is an officious Fool for intermeddling 


with Affairs, in which he had no Buſineſs.” And 
Dawphine complains that his whole Deſign is ruined 
by his unneceſſary and miſtalcen Zeal. Poor ue uu¹ỹ 
bears them with Patience, but at laſt convinces them 


that the Error was on their Side, for not truſting 


him with the Bottom of the Intrigue. As they are 
diſputing Cutbeard comes in with the News that a 


mad hot-headed Gentleman under the Appearance of 
2 Courier, has been with Mero/e, and talk d him al- 
moſt o Death, but that believing it was a Trick of 
his Nephew's to hinder him from marrying, he Was 


reſol ved to diſappoint; him by making Mrs. Epicæmne 
his Wife that Moment, if he cou d gain her Conſent; 


and that he was now ſent by him bring her. 0 his | { 


Houſe. N 3 big ane d eee it 


8 Sir Bu is again\roporgforged;at this Intelli | 
| e re 26 in his Turn; They all 
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reſolve to wait the Iſſue of this Adventure at — 
Lodging, and Cutbeard: is ordered to inform them as 
ſoon as the Nuptial Ceremony has paſs d, in Purſu- 
ance to eee n * ene n his 
UInele. i: age j} 1679/3 
In the Houſe md . was dend lodg'd @ 

: Gentleman called Sir John Daw, a noiſy, chattering, 
ſerepading, poetizing Coxcomb, who, becauſe he 
thought it Part of a ſine Gentleman's Qualifications 
to be in Love, makes his Addreſſes to this Counterfeit 
Lady. One of his greateſt Intimates is Sir Amorous la 
Foole, a 850 Vain of the Antiquity of his Pedigree, 
and delighting in nothing ſo much as feaſting the Men 
of his Acquaintance, and making} Preſents to the Wo- 
men: Among the Latter are Madam Maughty, Madam 
C entaur, and. Madam Mavit, Ladies who: are the 
Heads of a certain Society, and call themſelves Fel- 
low: Collegiates 3 having Rules eſtabliſned, from 
which they muſt not ſwerve without incurring: ſevere 
Penalties : The chief of their Maxims are to be very + 
leud, and riotous abroad, very peeviſh and perverſe at 
Home, to ſuffer their Husbands to do nothing with» > 
out asking their Conſent, but to be abſolute Monarchs 
over their Actions and Eſtates, and above all to ſhare” 
their Gallants in common with each _— wits 
Jealouſy. or Reproach. at 
This worthy Cnipangch has Sir de is to 
a great Entertainment, he provides for them at the 
Houſe of Captain Otter, a roaring, laughing, drunken 
Fool ; Sir Dauphine, Cleri mont, and. Truewit are alſo 
to be Gueſts, and Sir Jobn Daw has promiſed to 


we 'S „ whoſe Reputation for Silence 
N 3 given 


2 
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n them a Curioſity. But before the Time ap- 
pointed for or this Meeting, Cutbeard has led thr pre- 
tended Virgin to Moroſe, who is ſo charm'd with 
her Behaviour that he ſends for a Parſon and marries 
her directly. The Barber brings immediate News 
10 Sir Dauphine and his Friends, and they prevail on 
Sir Amorous to have the Entertainment carried to 
Meroſes Houſe by Way of a King Dinner, Car- 
Beard, who has a Key to the Door, to prevent 
knocking,” admits the whole Company with a Train 
of Fiddles, Trumpets; and Hauthoys. More/+ orders 
his Servants to thruſt them out of Doors; but Epi- 
cæne commands to the contrary in a loud and arbi- 
trary Voice; the Husband is thunderſtruck, con- 
founded, knows not what to fay: In the mean 
Time ſome of the Company ing,” ſome dance, ſome | 
compleinent the Bride, ſome laugh at the Bridegroom, 
and all the while Muſick of all Sorts ſounds from 
_ Room in the Houſe, till Pt g driven 
At laſt ON Sir Dauyhine thinks bim ſufficiently 
ty Pine and that he is work'd up to a Pitch pro- | 
per ſor his Deſign, he tells him there i is a Way for 
him to procure! a Divorce, and ' engages to bring it 
About on Condition he will allow him 5 00 l. per 
Annum during his Life, and ſettle his whole Eſtate on 
bim at his Deceaſe: Moroſe readily agrees to any 
Thing that may rid him of this Fury of a Wife ; and 
the Writing being ſigned, Epicœne pulls off his We- 
mens Cloaths, and diſcovers himſelf to be a Boy. 
There are a great Number of other very entertain- 
ing Intidanta i in . but as they do not 
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contribute to the main Plot, and are only introduced vs 
ridicule particular Characters, I refer thoſe ho de " - 
ee n them * hs WY ir lf, | 
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| 3 E Draws of. Pata” wie DT IHE 00 
I the lawful King confined in Priſon with 
f Hts of ever being able to recover his. Dominion, 
committed the Care of his only ſurviving Son, 3 
an Infant, to an honeſt Lord, called Raymond, who 
gave him the Name of Porriſinmd, and bred: him as 
Lis own, concealing even from him his real Birch, 
till happier Times ſhould furniſh. him with Means of 
declaring it to his Advantage. The Uſurper dying, 
bequeath'd his only Daughter, with the Kingdom! to 
. 8 by whoſe Aſſiſtance he- had depoſed 
. the 


— 


+2 ne + 


is fret, —ͤ̃ — 


ap. SO TAGS bY, OE abt eo 


= bot „ en Queen, havin 
Tenge or other zm Gefer-the- Manage. The Mur. 


oon aſter made an Invaſion, and Bertram going Ge- 


eral, againſt them, proved no more ſucoeſsful in War 
in Love: e was thrice beat back: and compell'd 


10 dalke Refuge in the City, and Jorrifmond was after- 


ward deputed in his Place. This young Hero in one 
Batile delivered his Country, entirely repulſed the 


are, and flew.' their King with his own Hand. 
Lorenzo alſo Son to Alphonſo, the Brother of Raymond, 


perſormed many gallant Actions under his ſuppoſed 
Kinſman; and the News of this great Victory with 


ſome Reflections on paſt Dangers begins the Phy,” 


' Torriſmond, being about to return, ſends Lorenzo | 


| with Notice. of his Approach; and that young Officer | 


being Baden with Spoils of the Enemy, wants nothing 


but ſome kind Fair to take Part of them off his 


Hands; to that End he ſaunters about the high 
Streets, *ill a vaibd Madonna, who has ſeen him from 
a ditant Window, accoſts him in a very familiar 
Manner; and at length to engage him more, diſ- 
covers to him a very beautiful Face. He is greatly 
charm'd with her, begins to addreſs her ſeriouſly 
but ſhe informs him ſhe is married to a rich, covetous, 
jealous old Hunks, and would perhaps not have con- 

ceal'd his Name, had not her Daene come that 
Moment to warn her to come home, her Husband 
being in Sight. On which ſhe is obliged to leave him 
abruptly. She is no ſooner gone than Gomez, a 
Banker, whom Lorenzo has formerly known, falutes ; 
and bids him welcome. . Te Cayonel,. full. of the 
ah ts "In 


ture to him, ſhews him the Houſe Into” which The 1 
went,-- and. deſires” him to acquaifit him with" the | 
N mer; if known to him. The Tranf- 
Port he was in all the Time he was making this. 
Confidence prevented him from oblerving the Emo 
tions of Gomex, whoſe Looks would otherwiſe have 
diſcovered to him that he was talking to no other than 
the Husband of that Lady. However he was ſoon 
convinced of the Blunder he had made, but reſolved. 
to leave no Means untried to get once more into the 
Company of Fluira, rer e ber n * 1 
of the Precautions of Gomez.” 

Torri mound — the- City; ra 1 
made ſome Declarations of a moſt violent Paſſion for. 
the n; before the Officers of the Army, Bertran. 

is" appriſed of it; and takes upon him to rep! 
the Preſumption in Terms Which Torriſmond was little 
accuſtomed” to bear, and for which nothing but the 
Queen's Commands could have withheld 3 from: 
taking an immediate Revenge. 

Leonora, for ſo this Gag Gen was _— 
found no leſs in the Perſon” and Qualifications "of: 
Torriſmond to admire and Love, than he had done 
in her: She foon confeſſes- her Affection and re-- 
ſolves to be married to- him in a few Days; but 
not doubting but ſome Dangers would ariſe. from 
Bertran's Diſappointment, ſhe complies with the Ad- 
vice he has frequently given her of cauſing” the: 

eee Pt ary well. knowing that 
ſuch a would render him odious to the Pev-- 
| ge, and thereby prevent- him from raiſing any? con 

— MG ſiderable 


— 


— — — — ——— 


J 
fiderable Purty to oppoſe her Meaſures.” Bertrar; 
who is privately informed of the Encouragement 
ſhe* gives to his Rival, penetrates into the Bottom. 
of her Defign ; but counterſeiting an implicit Be- 
order the Execution of the bloody Deed... As ſhe- 
has conſented to it only for the Sake of Torriſnond, 
eee appears ſo ſnock' d, and. ſets; before 
her Eyes the monſtrous. Cruelty. and Injuſtice, with 
which. it abounds, in Colours ſo. ſtrong and moving, 
that ſhe repents, and is going ta ſend to Bertran 
not to proceed, when a. Meſſenger arrives from him 
to inform. her that her Commands are obeyed, and 
the old King is no more. Torriſnond laments. her 
Crime, and the Fate of fallen Majeſty ; hut ſhe 
Mildes all his Sorrows with an Aſſurance of giving 
berſelf wholly to him . Nights A Promiſe 
arne performs. 8s 00d. 
Lorena is all, this Time Fa Maas in ee eee 
Bb Amour with Elvira: By Means of a Preſent. 
of ſiſty Pieces, he prevails on. Father Dominic, her 
Confeſſor, to deliver a Letter to her, which. the. 
anſwers, with: Inſtructions how to gain Admittance 
Sto her Houſe. And. the next Day diſguiſed in the 
Habit of a Friax, and accompanied by Domini, 
© IT according to her Orders, makes her a Viſit with 
aut being ſuſpected by any of the Family: The 
Oonfeſſor leaves them together, and the impatient. 
Calonel is immediately for receiving the Reward 
88 his Lahours but Elvira, who having been com- 
EIT TY. Gomer, could not think of being 
| happy 


12004]] | 
happy while ſhe: continued under his Roof, there? 
fore propoſes to Lorenzo to run away with him 
He agrees to it, and the Time is preſixed. A 
they are in this Converſation Comex comes in, and 
diſcovers the Counterſeit Friar, whom with Dominic! 
Weed ene Wen nnn Nerd 

1 0 1 —4 
The eee Hier) Elopement delay ar- 
ved; Lorenzo, with: two Soldiers, waits near the 
Door. to receive her; but Gomez: being at home there 
was no Poſſibility of her getting out; on which Le-. 
renxs bethinks him. of a Strategem: He ſends his 
Soldiers forcibly into the Houſe, who arreſt Gomes. 
as a Traitor to the State, and are carrying him to be 
confined in their Quarters till his Wife has made her 
Eſcape; but as they are hurrying him away, A/phonjo- 
meets them, and obliges them to ſet him at Liberty. 

At his Return be finds Zorerzo and the Friar at his 
Door, and Elvira juſt coming out with a Casket of 
Jewels under her Arm; which Conte takes from her, 
forces her again into the "Houſe, and threatens the 
Colonel and Confeſſor with the Civil Law. 5 

Naymord the ſuppoſed Father of Torriſmond; bein 
my from a Foreign Embaſſy, receives, with 

"equal Horror, the News of the King's Death, and 
 Forriſmond's Marriage with the Author of that Deed ; T1 
The Queen howeyer having thrown the Odium of it 
- Wholly on Bertran, and given him up to the People 's; 
Rage, he reſolves to take this Opportunity of being. 
5 ene on both at once; and perſwading the Queen. 
that it will be neceſſary to raiſe the I rain- bands of 
de 11 in Caſe of wo Diſturbance from the Friends. 


— 


\ Bertr ans. bete her Commiſion to put himſelf at 

their Head; which done, he acquaints them, that. 

1 ie can 1 Son of their murdered King on 
Wpich, they all declare the 


Where the Queen Ver a. lade e amt 
their Fury. it 

10 ace —. wa nach this coma er. 
| rm'd. Jorriſinond of his Birth, and dear as Leonor 
| = he felt a Shock at being united to the Murderer 
of his Father, which made him the moſt wretched 
of Mankind: N atwithſtanding, when he found. her: 
_ Like. in Panger, he flew to her Relief, and: eaſily re- 


| pulſed Raymond and. his F ollowers. He knew how: 


to ſubdue her Enemies, but could not his o.n Honour. 


and Duty, which forbid him to hold any farther Con- 


verſation wich her. They are juſt on the Point of. 


ſeparating for. ever, when Bertram diſcovers that tha 


old King ſtill lives 3 that ſuſpecting the Queen's Sin- 
cerity, he had but pretended to obey her cruel Orders, 


to try in what Manner ſhe would afterward proceed, 


which happening as he. imagined. it would, he nova 
hopes a Pardon. for having deceived-har in ſo good a 
Cauſe. . The Joy of Torriſmond and Leonora, at this. 
happy Reverſe, is beyond all- Bounds; ; and the late 
Inexorable Raymond mb them. Now | SR with. 
Pleafure.. 

But while- the Court: is full of Tranſport, poor 


Gomes has no Share in the general Satisfaction; he is 
wholly taken up with meditating preſent, Revenge, 


and the future Security of his Wife and Jewels: He 
—_ If wag 2 be e and brings him 


with, 


. 


will fight for their r 
| ful Prince, He then leads them to the Palace Gates,, 
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is ; but knowing Lorenzo by no other Name than 


Colonel Hernands he "prefers 'a Complaint againft 
him under that Denomination. As he is telling his 


Story, Lorenzo happens to come that Way, and 


ſtands behind his Father, whom Gomer pointing out 
for the Man he accuſes, 4/phon/o thinks him mad to 


be jealous of his Wife upon the Account of her own 


Brother. Elvira and Lorenzo are bath amazed to find 


themſelves ſo near of Kin; but the Diſcovery is a great 


Conſolation to Gomez. Father Dominic, however, for 
his good-Intentions, has his Eriar's Habit ſtript off and 
is delivered to the Mob to be puniſfi'd at their Diſ- 


eretion, which could ſcarce be more ſevere, than 


what all Men merit, who, like him, make the Sa- 


cred Name of Religion a Cloke for Avarice, the 
| worlt of 1 en i n the wn to almoſt all 
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MOM, the chief Character in this Play, is an 
Aitbenian Lord, inferior to very few in Teile, 
and to none in Wealth; He is repreſented as a Man 

of great Perſonal Accompliſhments, and of a Soul 10 
perfectly turned to Acts of Bounty, that he ſeems to 

have no joy in Life equal to that of giving: Nor 
does he confine his Liberality to thoſe who deſerve, 

of ſtand in need of it; but all degrees of People, 


from the Senator down to the loweſt Plebean, are 


Sharers in his Fortune, and he no more than 
Hz: RY A ? 5 the 
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the Diſtributor of it himſelf. He has formerly been 
extremely in Love with a Lady of high Birth, and 
ſuperior Beauty, calld Evandra, but meeting à too 
kind Return from her, turned his Eyes ſoon after to 
Meliſſa, the fair Daughter of a rich. Senator. The 
poor Evangra, like him, had no Reſerve, and was 
no leſs profuſe in beſtowing on him all he could ask 
in Love, than he in ſquandring the vaſt Patrimony 
left him by his Anceſtors, on thoſe who ſeem'd to 
Court his Friendſhip ;. but the ſame Ingratitude he 
paid her Affection, was ſhortly returned to himſelf 
by his "new Mittreſs, and all the Crowd:of Flatterers 
he vainly imagined his Liberality had ſecured. 

His faithful Steward often ſeeks an Opportunity ta 
remind him how) impoſſible it is for him to proſecute 
this manner of Living, without being reduced to 
the ſame Neceſlities with the moſt wretched of his 
Petitioners; but he refuſes to liſten to any Diſcourſe 
of that Kind and, when at laſt he tells him, that 
there is not ſufficient left. to provide even a Dinner, 
he remains as unconcerned as ever; and doubting not 
but he has a Treaſury in the Gratitude of his Friends, 
ſends his Servants to ſeveral Senators and great Men, 
to requeſt of each the Loan of fifty Talents; but 
they all make ſeveral Excuſes, and after hearing of 
his Wants, ſhun the Sight of him. Sdore, to whom 


the Day before he had preſented a Jewel, valued at 


three thouſand Crowns, Diphilus, whom being his 


Servant, and in Love with the Daughter of a rich 


Man, he had made free, and endowed with a For- 
| Lane equal to that of his Miſtreſs, Nicias, Thrafillius, | 
. Lander, 


"_ * 


Finds, Chor and Elin who had feafted wich ki : 
every Day, received the higheſt Favours from him, 
and made the moſt vehement Proteſtations of Friend- | 
ſhip to him, are all alike frighted at the Appearance 
of his Poverty; but what moſt alarms him is the 
Behaviour of Meli; ſhe had made the moſt tender 
Profeſſions of Love to him, they were ſoon to be 
married and he- doubted not, but: toifind in her a 
Refuge from the Severity of his Misfurtunes; but in- 
ſtead of alleviating his Troubles, or even pity ing his 
fallen Eſtate, ſne refuſes to ſee him, treats his Meſ- 
ſengers with Contempt, and when by Accident ſhe 
meets — 2 his redes and bids” bin 
Not ſo hs: . Finds tele b News of 


this ſad Change in his Affairs: On being told he was 


to marry Mega, the reſolved neve! to ſee him more, 
| ati not in her Power to command her Ten- 
derneſs, to put an End ꝛ0 her Life, rather than give 
him any Proofs that ſhe ſtill loved, which ſhould be 
troubleſome to him; but the Knowledge of his Miſ- 
Ortunes render'd her "incapable even of an Endeavour 
to thinle with leſs Kindneſs on him than ſhe had been 
accuſtomed : To know) he was affficted, was more 
inſupportable to her than all ſhe had ſuffered from his 
Inconſtancy ; and having ſome Fortune of her o.] n, 
me haſtens with all the Wings of Love and ſoft Af. 
ion, to lay it at his Feet, and once more recon- 
* him to a World, of which, he is now grown 
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Fam] 
—By ber — he experiences, the Difference of 
which had led him een away a 4 of * in 
"= Worth, in Exchange for a Pebble, Kuck | 
25 2 fla yet will not the Haughtineſs of His Na- 
ture permit him to accept any Obligation from a Per- 


ſon he has ſo greatly wronged: He thanks, he 


praiſes, vows an everlaſting Eſteem for her uncom- 
mon Virtue, but pretends that he has Deſigns to re- 
eſtabliſh himſelf again, and promiſing to communicate 
them to A. F . on her to leave: 


An into his Ae Fry 1 
that indeed all the Treaſures, of which he was lately... 
the Maſter, - were now diflipated, and that of the 
Numbers he had obliged, not one had Gratitude 
enough to do him even the ſmalleſt Service; he deter- 
mines to quit Athens for ever, and before he goes, to 
put in Practice a little ee Wr | 
theſe falſe Profeſſors. tad 
He cauſes a do be Greed has * new | 
Acceſſion of Fortune he was become more Opulent 
than ever: The mercenary Tribe no ſooner hear this: 
News, than they again begin to flock about him, 
each making his Excuſe for not having been able tan 
comply with his Requeſt at the Time he made it, 
but that now, their Lives and Fortunes are wholly 
at his Devotion. He ſeems to credit their Proteſias © 
tions, and aſſuring them he has no Occaſion. to give 
any Trouble of that Sort, invites them, as he ha. 
been accuſtomed, to an Entertainment; which, he 
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tells them, he will endeaygur to render. worthy of 
ſuch Gueſts. They comprehend not his Weng, 
and come to his Houſe at the appointed Hour: The 
ſuppoſed Dinner is ſerv'd in cover d Diſhes, rc 
when they are eager to lift up, they find, inſtead of 
the luſcious Food they expected, only Toads, Snakes, 
8 Serpents, and ſuch other venomons Animals. But 
leſt theſe Hieroglyphicks ſhould be too weak to expreſs 
his Meaning, he upbraids the Ingratitude, Avarice, 
Hypocriſy, and Fraud of all preſent; and then, 
with the Aſſiſtance of thoſ faithful Servants, who 
yet remained with him, 13555 them out of the 
Houſe, in a Manner ſuch as their. Treatment of him 
had merited at his Hands. 

This was the laſt. Entertainment ae by 8 
| who, after curſing Athens, its Senators, its Citizens, 
turns his Back on that ungratefal Town, and in a 
mean Attire, takes Refuge in the Woods, chuſing 
henceforward to aſſociate himſelf with Brutes rather 
than Men. Emwandra no ſooner hears of his Depar- 
ture, than ſhe diſdains to continue in a Place ſo un- 
worthy of her dear Lord ; and having turned all her 
Effects into ready Money, purſues him with unwearied 
Love to his Retreat; and as ſhe cannot perſuade him 
to quit that ſolitary Life, reſolves to Share it with 
him; exchanging the Splendor of a great City, for 
the Wildnefs of a Foreſt, and all the Luxuries of 
Life for Roots, Water, and a cold molly. Bed. - 
In a different Manner did Melia paſs her Dans: 
Before Lord Timon had thought her worthy of his 
Love, ſhe had received the Addreſſes of Alcibiades, 


an 
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an Athenian General, and had pretended ' the ex- | 

tremeſt Aſſection for him; but that young Warrior 
being Baniſhed his Country. for breaking the Images 
of Mercury, and” prophaning the Rites of Proſerpine, 
ſhe turn'd her Thoughts on new Conqueſts ; and 
Timon, by being the moſt wealthy, was preferred to 
all others; his Misfortunes forfeiting that Claim, ſhe 
again exerted all her Charms, and practiſed new At- 
tractions for the Athenian Nobles. About this Time, 
Alcibiades having done ſomething greatly Serviceable 
to the State, ventures to return without his Sentence 
being repealed in Form, partly inſtigated by his De- 
fire of ſeeing Meliſſa, and partly to obtain Pardon 
from the Senate, for a dear Friend condemn'd- to 
Death. His Miſtreſs not doubting but he would be 
reinſtated in all his former Grandeur, receives him 
with open Arms, proteſting ſhe had not enjoyed 
one happy Moment ſince his Departure; but the 
Senate, leſs affected with the Service he had done, 


than with his Diſobedience in returning without 


Leave, not only refuſed him the Liſe for which he 
was a Suitor, but ordered himſelf to a ſecond Baniſh-  * 
ment. On Pain of Death he is commanded to quit 
the City within two Hours; this little Time allotted 
| he hopes to paſs with his adored Me/;/a ; but ſhe, on 
hearing his Diſgrace, orders the Doors to be ſhat 
againſt him, as ſhe before had done againſt Timon, 
and he departs from Atbens little leſs incenſed, than 
that too bounteous and ill-rewarded Man had been, 
both at her, and his 1 Country. | 


But 


| - 


But during chis Tranſaction, — in digging 


near his Cave, had found a prodigious Maſs of "Trea- 
fare{ even far exceeding all he had laviſhed; but 
fearing'the Uſe of it would again fubject him to Flat- 
tery and Deceit, he reſolves to make no Uſe of it, 
unleſs he could employ it for the Deſtruction of 
Atbens: An Opportunity anſwerable to his Withes 
ſoon preſents it ſelf: Aleibiaaes burning with Revenge 
for his laſt Affront, has raiſed a powerful Army, at 
ttzde Head of which he marches to overturn the State, 
or periſh in che Attempt : In his Way he paſſes by 
EF T9Y7:imor's Cell, who, hearing his Ry manor | 
f him with Gold to aſſiſt the Enterprize. e eee 
Nes of this ſudden; Co in Malay Fortune; - 
is ſoon brought to Arbens, and Meliſa immediately 
makes him à Viſit, omits nothing that ſhie thinks 
may win him back, and ſwears her ſeeming Coldneſs 
was but a Trial of his Love; but he is now Proof 
againſt all her Wiles, nor ean- ſhe draw) any other 
- Wards from him than Reproaches. Several Senators 
alſo repair to him, and receive Anſwers to their En- 
treaties little different from thoſe he gave Melia 
Reſolute to ſhun Mankind: for ever, he ſpends the 
Remainder; of his Days in building himſelf a Tomb 
with his on, Hands; and when he found: the Hund 
of Death had ſeized him, went into it, ſupported by 
his, faithful Eauandra, and” there reſigned his laſt 
Breath. That Prodigy of Conſtancy no ſooner ſaw 
bim, expire, than ſhe 96 a 1 into 1 
. ö 1 1 %% 
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Alcibiadet, in the mean Time, revenged his Cauſe 
on the Atbenians, and had certainly laid that flon⸗ 
riſhing City level with the Earth, had not the Sena- 
tors, finding themſelves unable to reſiſt, entreated 
Mercy; Which he.. refuſed | to grant; on any other 
Terms, than that, of their appearing before him with 
Halters round their Necks. Even this they com- 
plied. with, and. ſued in the moſt abject and Pity- 
moving Words their Orators could dictate. But in 
the midſt of this general Dejection, the gay vain 
Meliſſa triumphed ; and, doubting not but 8 
Beauty ſtill maintained its former Power over the 
Heart of this young Conqueror, comes forth to meet 
him, attended and adorned like a Bride; a thouſand 
Smiles, Allurements, Graces, and every ſoft endear- 
ing Blandiſhment of Love accompanies her to the 
Place, where ſhe. beholds Alcibiades ſurrounded by a 


kneeli ng Crowd but Shame, $ Deſpair, Remorſe, 


and Millions of other Furies are her Convoy back. 
She flies to the Boſom ſhe thought all her on, bur” 
inſtead of receiving her with open Arms, he repells 
the proffer'd Embrace, throws her from him fie 
ſome loathſome Thing, upbraids her Uſage of Timor, > 
and himſelf, and compels her, tho too late, to be 
ſenſible that no outward Perfections can attone for a 
baſe, diſhonourable and mercenary Sou. 
This Play, in my Opinion, contains 0 useful ic 
and inſtructive Morals: It may, indeed, be objected. 
that Timon ſuffers too much for a Man of his Naturil 
Generoſity and Propenſity to do good; but then we 


ougght to conſider, that his Benefactions were without 
Diſtinction, and that there was ſomewhat of an Oſten- 
2 tation 
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tation in them; which deprived them of more than 
Half their Merit. The Senators, every Body muſt 
own, are but juſtly puniſhed : Thoſe, who are ſo in- 

ſolently haughty i in Proſperity, are ever no leſs abject 
in Adverſity; and the ſofter Sex, from the Exam- 
ples of Meliſa and Evandra, may. learn that Vir- 
tue has many Branches, and, that Chaſtity, tho“ a 
material oe, is not of it felf ſufficient | to. conſtitute 
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L La Bill. Afemblee'? Containing the following 
Novels. The Amorous Thief. Nature out- done by 
Love. The happy Exchange. The Triumph of 
Virtue. Generous Corſair. The fatal Surprize. 


Love victorious over Death. The Quid pro Quo. 


The Gentleman of Picardy. The Happy Reconci- 
liation. Heroick Love. The Fortunate Audacity, 


in two Vols. Written for the Entertainment of the 
French Court, by Madam. De Comex, Author of 


La Belle Afenblie 


IT. The Hiltory Vat M & 0 IIL-Blas 
of Santilane, the Fourth Vol. by Mr. Lay Sage. 


Author of the three Vols. 
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III. A Compendious Dictionary of the Fabulous 


Hiſtory of Heathen Gods and Heroes; deſigned for 


4 K 


| wr tay. 


the more ready Underſtanding of Poets, Paintings and | 


Statues ; to which are annexed References to the ſeve- 
ral Authors, from which their Characters are de- 
duc'd : Peculiarly adapted to the Uſe of Schools, and 


to Perſons who 1 Ser "pen Theatrical Enter- 
tainments. 
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there, his Invaſion of Maſcovy. 
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IV. The Hiſtory of Poland under Auguſtus II. 
which contains the great Piſpute between that Prince 
and the Princes of Conti and Sobiesti for the Crown. 
The Occaſion and Progreſs of the War between 
Charles XII. King of Sweden, | Auguſfus, and the 
Car. The Dethronement of Auguſtus. The ſeveral 
Battles between the | Swweed/b and Polj/b Armies. 
The Entrance of Charles into Saxony, his Conduct 
The Character, 
Election, and Coronation of Staniſſaus, his Fall and 
Exile. The Reacceſſion of Augu/ftus. The famous 
Stand of the Poliſs Confederacy againſt the Savon 
and Naſtan Troops. The Maſlacre of Thorn, and 
its Conſequences from the Proteſtant Powers. The 


Conduct of Auguſtus to ſecure the Reverſion of the 


Crown to his Son, Oc. his Death = wave ag 
in two You, vo. ä 


4 Caſes in Midwifry, written by the late Mr. 
William Giffard, Surgeon and Man Midwife : Re- 
viſed and publiſhed by Dr. Edward Hol, M. 98 


and F. R. S. 


